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ENERGY ECONOMICS 


GOVERNMENT DEBATES ENERGY SITUATION, HEARS PROPOSALS 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 16 Dec 81 p 3 


[Text ] 


THE Government of 
Barbados, in conjunction 
with other Caribbean 
g overnments, should 
consider buying part of the 
Caribbean operations of 
the Mobil Oil Company. 

This suggestion was 
made in the House of 
Assembly yesterday by 
Government -backbencher, 
Henry Forde, during 
debate on a Government 
notice introducing a 
resolution to seek more 
money to supplement the 
1981 to 1982 estimates. 

The money will be used 
to maintain Barbados’ 
membership in the Latin 
American Organisation of 
Energy (OL ADE). 

In giving the notice, 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Bernard St. John said that 
Barbados and other non 
oil- producing Caribbean 
countries had become 
dissatisfied with the 
working of recently 
established OL ADE, which 
was set up to provide oil at 
concessionary prices, and 
were considering their with- 
drawal from the 
organisat’on. 


Forde on Mobil 


Copeae member, 
Branford Taitt, took the 
opportunity to ask 
Government to take steps to 
undertake a comprehensive 
energy =~ conservation 


programme throughout 
Barbados, and it was in 


response to this that Forde 
made his comment. 


Forde blamed the former 
Democratic Labour Party 
(DLP) administration for 
entering an agreement with 
Mobil in 1961, giving it 
rights to establish a refinery 
in the island and be 
responsible for the im- 
portation of petroleum 
products. 


He explained that one 


side inagreement to this, was 
that there was an automatic 
percentage increase of the 


price of these products 
when Mobil’s crude oil 
suppliers raised their prices. 

‘*Barbadian consumers 
would have been paying 
millions of dollars less if we 
had not been party to this 


agreement,”’ Forde 
declared, stating that the 
island would have been free 
to buy oil from cheaper 
sources. 


He called it an ‘“‘onerous”’ 
agreement which Barbados had to 
shoulder and said it was therefore, 
necessary for regional govern- 
ments to consider buying bes pron in 
Mobil to place some control on the 
rising price of oil. 


Forde supported Government’s 
decision to remain with OLADE. 


He explained that oil obtained 
from Venezuela and Mexico 
(Trinidad and Tobago had also 
agreed to supply oi] but has not yet 
actually done so) was in reality, a 
loan which would have to be 
repaid in the future, but mem- 
bership of OLADE gave the 


participants access toloans at 
concession werms from the 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC). 


BARBADOS 





Proposed Link With Trinidad 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 16 Dec $1 p 1 


[Text] The Barbados Government has been urged to look seriously at integrating 
its energy programme with that of Trinidad and Tobago. 


It should also consider together with other Caribbean islands buying part of the 
equity of Mobil Oil Barbados Limited so as to control oil prices on the island. 


These two pieces of advice yesterday came from Government backbencher Mr. Henry 
Forde as he spoke in the House of Assembly. 


Mr. Forde claimed that because of an agreement entered into between the Democratic 
Labour Party Government and Mobil Oil in 1962, Barbadians were paying more for oil 
and gasoline than if they had never entered into such an agreement. 


He contended that it could be proved through statistics that Barbados would have 
saved millions of dollars between 1961 and today if such an agreement had not 
been entered into. 


He advised Government that it should not continue to be part of an agreement which 
was not beneficial to the country. 


Mr. Forde praised Government for what he described as a sensible energy policy. 
In a difficult energy situation worldwide, he said, Government was going full 
force in developing sensible energy policies for the country and maintaining some 
equilibrium in the oil market of Barbados. 


He noted that the effect of oil price: on the Barbados economy between 1973 and 
1975 and the period subsequent to 1976 was catastrophic. 


Between 1976 and 1980 the price of oil had quadrupled, he said, and further noted 
that the fact that Barbados was able to absorb this was a tribute to the fine 
economic management of Government. 


The former Attorney General welcomed the Barbados Governmeni s decision to rejoin 
the Latin American Energy Organisation, noting that this organisation had the 
potential to improve energy programmes, both within Latin America and the 
Caribbean. 


Opposition MP, Mr. Brandford Taitt in his contribution contended that the agree- 
ment with Mobil Oil had little to do with the increase in oil prices locally. He 
attributed the increases to the tax component. 


Mr. Taitt further contended that he was not seeing the kind of vigour that was to 
be expected from the newly set up energy department within the Ministry of Finance. 


He urged Government to give the population an up-date on the entire situation as 
regards to energy. He called for a comprehensive energy programme which would 
stress the need to conserve energy and noted that increases in the price of energy 
products, particularly gasoline, had not acted as a deterrent to Barbadians. 


CSO: 3025/1118 








ENERGY ECONOMICS 


OFFICIAL SAYS LOANS AVAILABLE FOR SOLAR HEATING SYSTEMS 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 18 Dec 81 p 1 


[Text ] 


Persons wishing to in-, 


stall solar water heating 
systems might be able to 
secure some funding from 


Government. oe , 


This promise was given 
esterday Senator de 
riffith, Parliamentary 
Secretary in the Prime 
Minister’s Office, with 
responsibility for Energy. 


Dynamics Hat Water 
Systems, Whitepark Road, the 


neers in solar heating in. 


rbados. 
- Senator Griffith said he was 
particularly impressed with 


the work done so far in the: 


solar industry, adding that 
people who had installed the 
system had experienced a 50 

cent reduction in their 


the inability of most le in 
the island to install the 
system. oe 

He said he had “in mind a 
few ideas,” one of which was a 
desire to set up some special 
funding for interested 
in installing the solar water 
heating system. 

“In addition to the fiscal 
incentive Government 
whereby people are now 


CsO: 3025/118 


allowed to deduct 100 per cent 
of the cost from their income 
ran, I think that we have to 

some way to encourage 


= to go way of solar 
water heating systems and 


to 
bill," Senator Griffith said. 
Senator Griffith noted that 


there was currently available 
100 cent f to the 
hotel industry. The ados 


Development Bank has a 
special fund for hoteliers 
wishing to install the system, 
but he regretted that many 
hotels had not availed 
themselves of this op- 
portunity. sie 

“We have to give hoteliers 
confidence that the systems 
installed are very good 
systems...in trying to sell this 

ramme to hotel in- 
dustry we will have to employ 
the services of the Barbados 
National Standards ‘Institution 
(BNSI) and the BDB...it is 
imperative that they (the 
hoteliers) know what funds 
are available.” 

Solar Dynamics has just 
completed its largest solar 
installation for hotels — a 
7 200 gallon hot water system 
— at Golden View Hotel in St. 
James. c 


Managing director of the 
—, Mr. James 
Husbands said that hotels. 
were reluctant to solar 
because of the high p bing 
coats involved. He added tha 
hoi water in commercial 
Ee in Barbados has not 

n taken seriously over the 
1 Mir, Dudley Rhynd D 

r. , Director 
of the BNSI, also went on the 
tour ands of a project his 
organisation was currently 
involved in which consists of 
the preparation of standards 
for all activities of solar 
heating. The-project is being 
funded by the Caribbean 
eo Bank. 

Mr. Rhynd said that the role 
standards would play in total 
— mana was 
significant with respect to 
energy conservation and 
ener gy utilisation. 


BARBADOS 





ENERGY ECONOMICS 





GOVERNMENT-RUN ENERGY CONSERVATION PROGRAM PLANNED 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 19 Dec 81 p 2 


[Text } 


Barbados is to get a 
Government-run energy 
conservation e in 


February 1962, junior 
Minister for Energy and 
Natural Resources, Senator 
Clyde Griffith has said. 


A Sub-Committee will hold 
the second meeting on 


January 8, 1982, to prepare 


draft pro for submission 
to the Energy tng | 
Committee at a January 
meeting, Senator Griffith told 
reporters duri 
ranging news erence on 
romrouble and nomrenewable 
energy sources. 
Rm gee , after a first-hand 
at sun powered hot water 


systems on the production line 


at Solar Dynamics Ltd., he 


said: “We are hoping that 
those aspects of the con- 
servation programme that are 
easily implemented will be 
implemented as early as 
February, 1982.” 


He added that Barbados was 

art of that pattern in 

ve 7 eee — being 
woefully s in funding for 
research and design per- 
pase where ‘we are in- 
terested in using indigenous 
raw materials.” 

“And it is a sad thing to note 
that we do not have the system 
set up for research and design 
but I daresay that as we go 
along Government will have to 
take this seriously into con- 
sideration, so that we can 


C50: 3025/118 


a wide- 


generate not only movement 
away from nce on 
foreign materials but also 
save foreign exchange in these 
areas."’ 

However, one elenent of the 
programme is, with the 
assistance of the Barbados 
National Standards Institution 
(BNSI), to encourage 
legislation which will require 
that future designs take into 
ceesieeratton + use of 
alternate systems of energy. 

Senator Griffith believes 
that ‘in some areas of our 
conservation programme we 
will have to seriously consider 


benefit from the program- 
me 


The BNSI's director, Mr. 
Dudiey Rhynd, later ex- 
plained that the role standards 
would play in total ener 
management is significant 


energy conservation and 
utilisation. 
With respect to the solar 


energy, BNS! willhave to look 
at a code of tice for the 
installation of water heaters. 
Mr. Rhynd said that a 
presse’ funded by the 
ribbean Development Bank 
(CDB) was one 
eparing standards for all 
activities of solar water 
heating. But more in- 
portantly it deals also with the 
construction of a solar pane! 
testing facility, which, he 
added, is obviously needed. 
Instrumentation for _ this 
facility is already at the BNSI 


and two da ago the 
Institution receiv 
release pa for the other 


uipment which is in the 

“So, probably in the next 

two months one will see a 
i 


testing facili ing up when 
hosting Taecsy Gene 


very serious ng will 


**thedirector said. They 


start, 
: will be "4": for per-. 
e 


formance in t panels. 


lifetime and 
des 


+ managing. director of 
Solar gg =p Mr. James 
Husbands, then ested that 
pon gives 8 Ti geen ~ypeed to 
e water system 
onic ¥ tested. This would 


ive ven buyers the 
efit of performance 


the practice to give a rating on 
each solar collector tested so 
that consumers could choose 


because it has been pre-tested. 


op.their behal{..e(GIS) 


deficiency versus | 


BARBADOS 








ENERGY ECONOMICS JAMAICA 


OFFSHORE OIL DRILLING ON PEDRO BANK SET TO BEGIN 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 16 Dec 81 p 1 


[Text ] 


RILLING OF THE FIRST. 
WELL on the Arawak block 
on the Pedro Bank will commence: 
today if the weather is good. « ~ 
This off-shore drilling represents the first major 
step in off-shore petroleum’ exploration in 
Jamaica, and is the result of the contract between 
a consortium of Union Texas Petroleum Corpo- 
ration and AGIP Overseas Limited; and the Pet- 
roleum Corporation of Jamaica. ) re, 


This has been disclosed by Prime Minister, the Rt. 
Hon. Edward Seaga, who is also Minister of Mining, 
and Energy. ._. 

The consortium moved their jack-up ‘rig, J-‘STORM 
IV, into position on Monday morning on the Pedro 
Bank, and Customs, Health and Immigration officials 
were transported to the rig to provide the necessa 
clearance tor its importation into Jamaica's territoria 
waters. f 

The agreement between the Petroleum Corporation 
of Jamaica and the consortium was negotiated by a 
team led by PC] Chairman, Dr. Kenneth Rattray. 

The agreement provides for a production sharing con- 
tract. In addition to this P.C.J. will be provided with 2 
10% carried interest: meaning that the Petroleum Cor- 
poration has the right to acquire 10% of the equity im 
addition to their production share, which is the specific 
quantity of oil produced from the field negotiated 
between P.C.J. and the contractor. 


If there is no commercial discovery, then there is no 
financial liability on the part of the P.C.J., according 
to an official statement. 

Total planned depth of the drill is 11,600 feet, or 
until economic basement is reached and is estimated to 
cost some U.S. $12 million. 


CsO: 3025/118 








ENERGY ECONOMICS MEXICO 


PETROLEUM SALES TO JAPAN TO BE INCREASED 
Mexico City EL DIA in Spanish 5 Dec 81 p 10 


/Text/ Mexico will gradually increase the volume of crude petroleum that ’. sells 
to Japan from 100,000 barrels daily to up to 160,000 barrels daily by ti.< end of 
1982, in accordance with an agreement signed in Tokyo between Mexican Petroleum 
(PEMEX) and the Mexican Petroleum Import Co. (MEP) of Japan. The petroleum will 
be supplied in the Istmo and Maya grades at the same price that they are sold to 
other buyers. 


The agreement was signed by Julio Rodolfo Moctezuma Cid, general director of PEMEX, 
Gilberto Escobedo Villalan, assistant director for trade, and Juan Aizpuru Viesca, 
foreign trade manager; and for the Japanese, by Tokio Nagayama, president of the 
MEP, and K. Takii, vice president of the same company. 


Moctezuma Cid reported that upon the installation of a loading buoy off the port 
of Salina Cruz in the first quarter of 1982, it will be possible to ship petroleum 
directly to Japan instead of fram the Gulf of Mexico, which will represent a 
considerable savings in freightage. 


Both the director of PEMEX and the president of MEP pointed out that the agreement 
in question will help to enhance technical collaboration; it is the outcome of 
many efforts and will strengthen the economic and friendly relations between the 
two countries. 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS MEXICO 


PEMEX TO USE 100 PERCENT OF GAS PRODUCED 
Mexico City EL DIA in Spanish 4 Dec 81 p 9 


/Text/ Ciudad del Carmen, Campeche, 3 Dec 8l--Mexican Petroleum (PEMEX) will 
install seven gas compression platforms in Campeche Sound in order to attain 100 
percent product utilization and stop flaring 17 percent of the production, as at 
present, which at the world market price of $4.85 per 1,000 cubic feet represents 
a substantial saving for the country. 


The foregoing was stated by Graciano Bello Ruiz, chief of production of PEMEX, 
during a tour of the facilities of the offshore platforms in Campeche Sound. He 
pointed out that the compression platforms in question will put an end to the 
burning of natural gas in the air, and only the pilot burners that serve to flare 
up the gas when the pressure gets high will remain lit. 


The preceding forms part of a program which provides for an offshore gas compres- 
sion capacity totaling 1.8 billion cubic feet daily, to be in place next year. 


Tour of the Campeche Sound Platforms 


In order to get acquainted with the impressive and sophisticated facilities of 
the marine platforms that PEMEX has set up in Campeche Sound, we went to Ciudad 
del Carmen and from there flew by helicopter for more than 45 minutes to arrive 
at platform Akal-C, where several PEMEX experts explained the procedures for 
exploration, production and separation of gas, natural gasoline and crude. 


There are 65 wells of varying productions in this petroleum-producing area. But 
not all the platforms are in operation, explained Bello Ruiz. The proven reserves 
of this area amount to 34.044 billion barrels. Natural gasoline production is 

2.3 million barrels daily, of which 1.3 million barrels daily are exported. 


The first associated natural gas compr2ssion platform has been installed and is 
in operation in Campeche Sound: the Akal-C. The substructure, the lowest of the 
three sections making up the platform, rests on eight legs 1,524 meters in 
diameter /sic/ secured to piles driven 112 meters into the sea bed, at a water 
depth of 44 meters. 


The second section consists of two levels, with the upper deck measuring 65 meters 
long by 28 meters wide, i.e., 1,820 square meters in area. On the first deck of 
the superstructure, placed 16 meters above the median level of the surface of the 
sea, are located the plants and auxiliary services required by the platform by the 
platform itself, such as: 





A plant for production of inert (noncombustible) gas, two water purification 
plants, a plant for production of sodium hypochlorite, condensate separators, 
motor pumps for firefighting systems, storage tanks for natural gasoline and 
chemical products, air compressors to supply instruments and services, and 
self-propelled lifesaving "capsules" with capacity for 36 persons each which 
would be used in case of a fire or a disaster. 


Compression: There are four compression modules here to handle 100 million cubic 
feet of gas per day, each one rated at 27,500 HP. The modules are already in- 
Stalled, but only two are in operation at this time. 


Sweetening: Its purpose is to treat a portion of the compressed gas to eliminate 
the acid components--sulfhydric acid and carbon dioxide--in order to use them 
/sic/ subsequently as fuel in the platform's equipment. 


Dehydration: The water content of the campressed gas is removed in this section 
to prevent corrosion of the conveying pipelines. It consists of four glycol 
regenerators and a dehydrator of sufficient capacity to handle the yas in 
question. 


Treatment of oily water: The oil and the sour acids are removed from the water in 
this area, in order to return it to the sea free from any pollutants. 


There is also a section of auxiliary services needed for the operation of the gas 
compression platform, such as electric power generation, systems for distribution 
and control of the fuel gas, and production and distribution of potable water, 
among other things. 


All the facilities are protected by a security system that immediately detects any 
toxic gas leak or the start of a fire. 


On the other hand, the Akal-C gas compression platform receives the natural gas 
for processing from the wells of the Akal-C and Akal- camnplexes via connecting 
pipelines. 


The cost of the compression platforms is 2 billion pesos each, and the engineering 
is completely provided by the Mexican Petroleum Institute. The second platform, 
which will be installed in the Abkatun A Field, will probably cost a little more 


The Abkatun A platform will go into operation in the first quarter of next year 
and will make it possible to utilize 800 million cubic feet of gas daily after 
that time. 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS | MEXICO 


COAL-~POWERED THERMOELECTRIC PLANT FOR PIEDRAS NEGRAS 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 30 Nov 81 pp 4-A, 30-A 


/Text/ Piedras Negras, Coahuila, 29 Nov 8l--The first coal-fired thermoelectric 
plant has been constructed here, and it will generate 8 billion kWh annually when 
its four units operate at full capacity, thus obviating the consumption of 14 
million barrels of fuel oil annually at a current price of 10 billion pesos. The 
investment was backed by Inter-American Development Bank. 


Tomorrow, the chief executive will inauguarate the first unit of this coal-powered 
thermoelectric plant, which will bear the name of Jose Lopez Portillo and will 
supply power to the industrial area of Coahuila, Nuevo Leon and Tamaulipas--it will 
be incorporated into the national power grid early next year. 


This power plant, which in installed capacity is on a par solely with such others 
as that of Chicoasen, the Francisco Perez Rios of Tula and the nuclear power plant 
of Laguna Verde, stands in the heart of the Fuente-Rio Escondido coal basin, near 
Piedras Negras. The first unit is already generating electricity, the second is 
67-percent completed and will go in stream next year, and the third and fourth are 
45-percent and 40-percent completed, respectively, and will go into operation in 
1983. The complex will have a rated capacity of 1.2 million kW. Each unit will 
generate 300,000 kW. 


During a tour of the first unit of the thermoelectric plant, Mario Pomermayer, 
chief of production of the Rio Escondido Coal Mining Enterprise (MICARE), and same 
representatives of the Federal Electricity Commission (CFE) explained that 900,000 
tons of noncoking coal have been extracted from the area and that there is enough 
fuel to put the plant in operation on a coal basis. 


They explained that by the year 2000, coal will generate as much electricity as was 
produced with other primary sources of energy in Mexico lart year, hence a second 
group of mines is already in the works which, jointly with the first group, will 

be producing 10 million tons of coal annually by 1988 an amount that is 1.1/2 
times the national coal production for 1980. 


There Are Large Reserves 


They said that coal will regain its world supremacy among the primary sources of 
energy becuase it amply surpasses the hydrocarbons in global reserves, and that 

our country has abundant reserves of noncoking coal that very soon will serve to 
promote the development of the country by means of the large-scale generation of 
electric power. 











In Mexico, they added, the utilization of coal to generate electricity is part of 
the policy to diversify the sources of energy put into practice by the present 
administration in order to conserve our petroleum resources or dedicate them to 
more profitable uses, in view of the growing demand for electric power. 


At present, 66 percent of the 17,000-MW rated capacity of the country comes from 
thermoelectric plants that operate on the basis of gas or fuel oil, 33 percent from 
hydroelectric plants, and the remaining 1 percent from geothermal power plants. 


According to coal studies made by the CFE, there are 172 million tons of noncoking 
coal in the Fuenta-Rio Escondido Basin whose use is limited to serving as fuel to 
generate electricity. These deposits are sufficient to operate a 1,200-MW power 
plant for 30 years. 


The plant will consume 4.5 million tons of coal annually. When operating at full 
capacity, it will generate 8 billion kWh per year, which is equivalent to 1l 

percent of the CFE output for 1980. In this manner, 14 million barrels of fuel 

oil will be conserved during the lifetime of this first coal-fired power plant, i.e., 
from now until the beginning of the second decade of the 21st century. 


This plant will not pollute the environment and will prevent blackouts. Its 
estimated cost is 15.76 billion pesos. 


The use of coal as a fuel will substitute for an anuual consumption of 12.5 million 
barrels of fuel oil. 


The power plant has a water system to supply the cooling system, a coal storage and 
handling system, steam generators, electrostatic precipitators and smokestacks. 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS ST LUCIA 


BRIEFS 


GEOTHERMAL ENERGY STUDY--Castries, St. Lucia--St. Lucia is planning to inject 
more than EC$500,000 into studies in the production of geothermal energy, at the 
country's Sulphur Springs. Parliament on Friday approved a motion by Prime 
Minister Winston Cenac asking it to give the government permission to borrow the 
funds from the European Investment Bank. In piloting the motion, the prime 
minister said that with the loan, studies could determine the extent of the 
springs’ heat source, steam reserves and also indicate the direction in which 
the ground water flowed. [Text] [Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 20 Dec 81 p 9] 


CSO: 3025/119 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS VENEZUELA 


OIL EXPORT REVENUE ESTIMATED AT 74.2 BILLION JSOLIVARS 
Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 29 Dec 81 p D-6 


[Text] National oil income reached 74,235,000,000 bolivars this year, including 
export figures or values established yesterday at 58,691,000,000 to be paid into 
the national treasury and 15,544,000,000 to be paid to Petroleos de Venezuela 
(PEDEVESA) to finance its investment programs. 


A joint resolution promulgated by Minister of Energy and Mines Humberto Calderon 
Berti and Minister of Finance Luis Ugueto Arismendi established the export figure 
average at $37.65, providing a mechanism for the distribution of national oil in- 
come between the national treasury and the oil industry. Thus 79 percent of the 
oil income goes to the national treasury and the remaining 21 percent to the 
PEDEVESA. Of this 1981 income, a part of the final portion, equivalent to about 

2 billion bolivars, will be collected in 1982. 


The real sale value of oil was $29.74 per barrel on an average ($26.44 in 1980), 
while the export value was established at $37.65 per barrel ($33.06 in 1980). 
Liquid hydrocarbon production came to an average of 2,145,000 barrels per day 
(2,233,000 in 1980), representing a drop of 88,000 barrels per day. In 1980, 
1,764,000 barrels per day were exported, also showing a decline as compared to 
1980 exports of 105,000 barrels per day. However the real sale prices were $3.30 
higher than the preceding year in 1981. Domestic hydrocarbon consumption came to 
356,000 barrels per day, showing an increase of 25,000 barrels per day over i980, 
when the average daily consumption in the country was 331,000 barrels. 


Export values or figures are a mechanism for calculating budget income. The export 
figure is multiplied by the net income tax rate (about 67.5 percent), and this 
figure is applied to the volume of oil sold, after deduction of the net taxable 
income, established in turn by taking the real sale income figure and subtracting 
expenditures, thus finally yielding the amount to be collected by the national 
treasury, leaving a balance for industry. The receipts from the income tax are 
supplemented by other branches, such as royalties and other lesser taxes. 


Export Value Changes Reflect the Venezuelan Market and Strategy Situation 


The Ministry of Energy and Mines Information Office released a statement yesterday 
afternoon explaining the contents of the resolution promulgated by the executive 
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branch and the reasons for the levels established this year for the distribution 
of oil income between the national treasury and the PEDEVESA. The statement, which 
was accompanied by a chart comparing oil income for the past 2 years, read as 
follows: 


"The national executive branch, through the joint resolution signed by Minister 

of Energy and Mines Humberto Calderon Berti and Minister of Finance Luis Ugueto 

Arismendi serves to distribute national oil income between the national treasury 
and Petroleos de Venezuela through an alteration in the structure of the export 

values or figures for crude oil and oil products. 


"To this end, changes were made in the values to reflect the current international 
oil market situation and Venezuelan marketing strategy. For this purpose, a de- 
tailed analysis of the oil market, the recent measures adopted by the OPEC on 
price differentials, and the Venezuelan cost structure, plus taxes on crude oil 
and export products was undertaken, in order to make the figures more consistent 
with the current reality and with the strategy the national executive branch has 
drafted for the marketing of heavy and extra heavy crude oils. 


"The average export figure resulting from this alteration comes to $37.55 per 
barrel. The use of this average export figure as a mechanism for distributing 
national oil income will channel 58,691,000,000 bolivars (79 percent of the 
national oil income) to the national treasury, and about 15,544,000,000 bolivars 
to Petroleos de Venezuela (21 percent of the national oil income). This latter 
amount will be used for the financing of investments and the expansion and devel- 
opment programs of the oil industry. 


"These global financial results include a sum equivalent to 2 billion bolivars 
which will be carried over to 1982, representing an adjustment made to the 
12th quota for which the income tax law provides. 


"The export value structure described will be applied retroactive to 1 January 
1981, and calls for an average daily production of liquid hydrocarbons totaling 
2,145,000,000 barrels, average daily exports of crude oil and oil products total- 
ing 1,765,000,000 barrels, domestic consumption of 356,000 barrels per day and an 
average sale price of $29.74 per barrel." 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS VENEZUELA 


OFFICIALS QUESTION OIL INDUSTRY EFFICIENCY LEVEL 
Conflicting Viewpoints 
Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 27 Dec 81 p D-1 


[Text] High officials in the Luis Herrera government are facing a delicate debate 
concerning the oii industry, the main source of the country's income. 


The most important policy development in this Christmas season is the discussion 
by the national government of the question of the efficiency level in the oil in- 
dustry, more specifically the Petroleos de Venezuela (PEDEVESA) enterprise. 


The first stone was cast by Leopoldo Diaz Bruzual, president of the Central Bank, 
a man known for his clear, and perhaps in the view of some, excessively aggres- 
sive, language. 


On the government level, all that is needed is for someone to dare to raise the 
issue, and other authoritative voices respond. The most recent statement was that 
by the former energy minister, Hugo Perez la Salvia, whose views are reported 
elsewhere on this page. 


Naturally, other authorized spokesmen, such as Minister Calderon Berti, members 
of the PEDEVESA board, headed by Gen Alfonzo Ravard, and now the president of 
MARAVEN, Alberto Quiroz, promptly opposed these critics, all of them members or 
affiliates of the COPEI [Social Christian Party]. 


Despite all this, the opinion of the president of the republic, who in the final 
analysis will make the definitive decision as to who is right within his closest 
circle of colleagues, is not known. 


In the view of the public, hindered by the need to decipher the technical refer- 
ences which inevitably embellished the polemic concerning the oil problem, the 
situation comes down to the following: high government officials say that a huge 
oil bureaucracy has been created with disproportionate wages and salaries, in 
terms of the development of the country and current socioeconomic conditions. 





Is such a situation justified? Spokesmen for the industry defend it, stating that 
this is a key area in which there is a need for highly specialized technicians, 
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employees and workers, who demand these very high levels of compensation (in some 
cases exceeding 40,000 bolivars per month). 


If they were not paid these sums, they say, all of these people whose training has 
cost the country so much would simply emigrate, in search of employment with the 
international companies. 


And this is, basically, the heart of the discussion which has developed. There are 
some estimates, based on the views set forth by Diaz Bruzual, which lend credence 
to the doubts about the disproportion between the reality of the oil bureaucracy 
and the reality of the country. 


For example, one estimate which has not been published to date indicates that be- 
tween 1976 and 1981, oil industry income increased by 118 percent, while wages 
within it increased by 246 percent. In other words, the increase in wages and 
salaries was more than double the increase in oil income, in a period during which 
many international factors, such as the situation in the middle east, affected 
these increases. This, basically, is what the president of the Central Bank re- 
gards as out of proportion. 


The subject is not exactly a new one. Similar charges had been made by Gonzalo 
Barrios, president of the AD [Democratic Action], who used the phrase "super 
squandering." But on that occasion, tovard the middle of the year, the debate was 
postponed because it was claimed that an effort was being made to "politicize" 
activity in the oil industry. 


The truth is that one must ask to what point it is possible to keep the oil prob- 
lem isolated from the political issue. This discussion is not a new one, but one 
aspect of it now is that it is dividing the upper government hierarchy. It is 
probable that in the days to come, other sectors of the country, which will cer- 
tainly be shaken out of their end of the year holiday torpor by the importance of 
the issue, will begin to participate. 


This may become a debate of which everyone is sick, but which is basic. 


Maraven President on Productivity 


Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 27 Dec 81 p D-1 


[Text] "Efficiency in terms of manpower is not measured by the absolute number of 
individuals employed in an industry, but by what each person contributes through 
his effort, by what has come to be known as productivity." 


This statement was made by Dr Alberto Quiros Corradi, the president of MARAVEN, 
in his end of the year message to the personnel at the enterprise. 


"If we analyze the tremendous expansion of the oil industry," he went on to say, 
"and if we relate it to the current investment total, drilling activity and well 
repair, everything the change in the refining pattern has meant, increased con- 
sumption on the domestic market, the added value which has been given to products 
for export, the diversification of markets, the new technological contracts, the 
diversification of technology, the increasing use of Venezuelan resources in the 
industry--we cannot avoid the conclusion that even though there are more individ- 
uals in the industry, each is contributing more than did his counterpart in 1975." 





- 











However, in his message to the workers, released both in Caracas and at the opera-— 
tional centers, the president of MARAVEN struck a note of caution. 


"1981 was a year of difficulties on the international market and of economic ad- 
justments in the country. If all of the predictions are borne out, it is very 
probable that the difficulties will continue throughout the coming year, and it 

is only too clear that a singular role, one of great responsibility in this situa- 
tion, falls to the national oil industry. For this reason it is necessary for all 
of us to redouble our efforts to increase our productivity even further, and to 
control our costs." 


Speaking of the difficulties encountered on the international market, the presi- 
dent of MARAVEN said: "The ability to state that the impact of this situation on 
the export sales of MARAVEN has been relatively slight is reason for legitimate 
pride. If indeed there has been a reduction in export volume, the average income 
per barrel sold increased by 13.7 percent. The long-term marketing strategy pur- 
sued by the enterprise has proven its solidity in these difficult times. The open- 
ing up of new markets for heavy crude oils, refining specialties and conversion 
processes has borne fruit, along with the increases seen in the prices for high- 
viscosity fuels." 


On the subject of the domestic market, the president of MARAVEN said: "By nation- 
alizing the existing operational facilities jointly with other branches, we have 
begun the process of optimizing resources, reducing capital and operational costs 
and expanding the supply capacity." 


Exploratory Activity Increased 


Despite the prolonged and intensive rainy season experienced by the country during 
the year just ending, which hindered field work, it was possible to drill 74 
wells, a number reflecting an increase of 14 percent over the total for the pre- 
ceding 5 years, he said. 


Exploratory drilling in traditional fields resulted in the discovery of important 
deposits of gas and light crude oil in the Las Cruces field, as well as gas at the 
Los Lanudos field, both located to the west of Lake Maracaibo. 


Also, the exploratory work in the Tuy Cariaco Basin resulted in the location "of 
the most promising offshore deposit MARAVEN has discovered since the end of 1978, 
when exploratory drilling on the Venezuelan continental shelf was begun."' In pre- 
liminary operations, the test well produced a daily average of 50 million cubic 
feet of gas and 350 barrels of medium oil. 


As to the volume of crude oil added to the reserves during 1981 as a result of 
discoveries and other contributions, he said that the volume is estimated at 230 
million barrels, in other words a volume exceeding the total produced by the 
enterprise during the year. 


Touching on the subject of the Orinoco Oil Bearing Strip, he added that 56 explor- 
atory wells were sunk during the year in Zuata, a sector assigned to MARAVEN, with 
highly satisfactory results. In cold tests, production rates ranged between 200 
and 500 barrels per day per well, with an average API (American Petroleum Insti- 
tute) specific gravity index of 10 degrees. 
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Continuing the intensive activity which it has pursued since the beginning in 
order to counteract. the natural exhaustion of the deposits in its production 
areas, this high ranking oil executive said, MARAVEN has drilled a total of 161 
development wells, while 230 others underwent major repairs. Thanks to this activ- 
ity and to secondary recovery programs, the production potential of MARAVEN is 
currently at a higher level than at this same date last year. 


The Cardon Refinery, he stressed, has made important advances in its expansion 
programs, as well as in the planned change in refining patterns. He said that 
these are projects of great complexity which require the incorporation of more ad- 
vanced technology and the hiring of highly skilled personnel. 


Greater Participation 


On the subject of the participation of domestic suppliers in the major projects 
MARAVEN is carrying out, the president of this branch stressed that "The philos- 
ophy of our enterprise from the very first has called for insuring that the 
engineering and industrial sectors in the country, and Venezuelan enterprises in 
general, participate in all our projects on a high level, with a view to encourag- 
ing the development of our own technology and strengthening the economic process 
in Venezuela." He said that this is being fully carried out in all of the major 
projects the enterprise has underway at present. 


New Tankers Acquired 


In 1981, MARAVEN added three new tankers to its fleet. The Borburata, with a dead- 
weight of 30,000 tons, was built by the DIANCA [National Docks and Shipyards, 
Inc]. The twin ships Murachi and Urimare have a deadweight of 61,000 tons each. 
Currently, two tankers with a capacity of 14,000 cubic meters for the transporta- 
tion of liquified gas between the Venezuelan production zone and the refineries, 
are under construction. 


On the subject of the fulfillment of the social responsibilities of the enter- 
prise, Dr Alberto Quiros Corradi summarized the contributions MARAVEN has made to 
environmental protection, agricultural development in the operational zones, cul- 
ture and sports. In particular, he stressed the recent agreement on the terri- 
torial development of the eastern shore of Lake Maracaibo, signed by the Ministry 
of Urban Development, the municipal councils and other bodies in the region and 
MARAVEN, representing the domestic oil industry. On the basis of this agreement, 
MARAVEN undertakes to contribute the sum of 500 million bolivars for various 
studies and infrastructural projects. 


Contribution of the Workers 


Finally, the president of MARAVEN made special mention of the contribution made 

by the workers to the success of the activities carried out in 1981. The 781 
workers whe were presented with emblems acknowledging the accumulation of more 
than 20,000 years of uninterrupted service at the enterprises, and the 20 who were 
presented by the Order of Labor Merit decoration by the president of the republic 
himself, this official said, are a source of legitimate pride. He also stressed 
the impressive levels reached in industrial safety in the year just ending. 
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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-A“ERICAN AFFAIRS 


BARBADOS’ ADAMS DISCUSSES TALKS WITH GUYANA'S BURNHAM 
FL212045 Bridgetown CANA in English 1921 GMT 21 Jan 82 
[Report by Reudon Eversley] 


[Text] Bridgetown, Barbados, 21 Jan (CANA)--Barbadian manufacturers have been 
assured that Guyana is taking steps to correct the present trade imbalance 
between the two CARICOM member status, in spite of its severe foreign exchange 
constraints. 


Barbados prime minister, Tom Adams, said last night that Guyana's president, 
Forbes Burnham, had offered to extend quotas on traditional Barbadian exports 
to the cooperative republic. 


Mr Adams had just returned from Guyana, where he held five hours of informal 
discussions with Mr Burnham on bilateral issues, as well as regional and inter- 
national matters of common interest to both countries. The visit was at the 
Guyanese leader's invitation. 


Mr Adams told an airport news conference that a Guyanese official would shortly 
be arriving here for talks on ways of improving the flow of trade between the 
two countries. Mr Adams singled out garments as one area in which local 
manufacturers could benefit from the promised easing of the trade restrictions. 


He also mentioned agricultural produce, which he said had the potential for boost- 
ing bilateral trade since there was a wide assortment of agricultural produce in 
Guyana. 


Barbadian manufacturers have for more than five years now been crying out against 
the Guyanese trade restrictions, contending that it was unfair that Gyyanese 
goods had unimpeded access into the local market while Barbadian products 

were meeting obstacles getting into Guyana. 


Mr Adams said, however, he did not know when the Guyana restrictions would be 
relaxed. 


The Barbados prime minister said he and his Guyanese counterpart had also 
discussed in some depth the U.S. sponsored Caribbean basin aid initiative, 
conceived as a vehicle for pumping much needed developmental assistance into the 
Caribbean and Central America. 
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Mr Adams said it was generally understood that Guyana might not be able to 
benefit from private sector investment under the programme in the way that 
Barbados would. 


However, he added that both he and Mr Burnham stressed that there should be 
no political strings attached to the aid programme. He said there would be 
a clearer picture of how the programme would operate when the United States 
Government issues a detailed statement soon. 


Questioned on the possibility of signing a memorandum of cooperation with 
Guyana, similar to the one which Barbados has with Trinidad and Tobago, Mr Adams 
said this was not necessary as there were no joint ventures between the two 
nations. 


But he hinted that his government might shortly be signing another such agreement 
with its oil-rich CARICOM partner. Joint ventures between Barbados and Trinidad 
and Tobago include the regional cargo carrier--Caricargo--and a cement plant 

now under construction here. 


Mr Adams said the need of a further agreement with Trinidad and Tobago depended 
on "how far a coincidence of interests arises in certain areas between Trinidad 
and Barbados and how far things which have not fully matured at the time of 

my talks with Dr Williams (the late Trinidad and Tobago prime minister) may 
have come to greater maturity now. He added: ".,.You can reasonably expect 
that there must be areas related to energy in which Barbados and Trinidad could 
have greater cooperation...and there are one or two other areas that have been 
controversial and become less controversial and may become controversial again, 
in which there may be a Barbados-Trinidad solution." 


Mr Adams did not elaborate. 


On the impending CARICOM heads of government summit, the Barbados prime minister 
said mid-year was the most likely time he and Mr Burnham fancied the long awaited 
conference to come off, but the actual date was yet to be decided on by the 
regional leaders. 


He pinpointed the future of the University of the West Indies, new trade agreements 
implemented since 1975 (the last occasion regional heads met formally) and cultural 
matters like the future of the Caribbean festival of creative arts (CARIFESTA) 

as some of the issues likely to be raised at the summit. 


Mr Adams said he and his counterpart also discussed the security of the region 
and the Western Hemisphere as a whole, but only in general terms, such as the 
territorial integrity of regional states. 


He denied that they discussed the possibility of developing contacts between the 
defence forces of both Guyana and Barbados. 


"The only contact between the defence forces of the two countries was that our two 
aeroplanes were parked next to each other on the tarmac at the Timehri Airport," 
Mr Adams mused. 


CSO: 3025/1016 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


KING COMMENTS ON CARICOM SUMMIT POSSIBILITY, 1981 RECORD 


Interstate Relations 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 28 Dec 81 p 1 


[Text ] 


GEORGETOWN, Guyana, Dec. 26 
(CANA): 


“While as-yet we have no date for 


a CARICOM summit, it appears. 
that the Heads have decided that 


they should meet early in 1982, and 
we are prepared for such a 
meeting.” : . 

This is‘what CARICOM Secretary: 
General, Dr. Kurleigh King, has told 
the press here. He added: ~- 


“While the CARICOM Treaty 


remains relevant, the absence of a meet- 


ing of Heads has caused serious gues- 
tions to be asked by the = aed of the 
region as to whether the “Governments 
are as seriously committed to the move- 
ment as they say they are. : 

“If there is a credibility gap, they 
have to narrow that gap and go before 
the public and say exactly how they feel 
about the movement.” 

REVIEWING THE PAST YEAR, 
Dr. King said that one of the main high- 
lights for CARICOM during 1981 was 
the basic affirmation by the experts’ 
report on CARICOM in the 1980's that 
“CARICOM's structures and objectives 
are as valid now as they were when 
CARICOM was created in 1973.” 


The report poifits to some short- 
comings and .makes recommendations 
on how they should be corrected; but 
overall, the experts “expressed the view 
that CARICOM had operated quite suc- 
cessfullv in its years of existence,” the 
Secretary-General added. 

“It is important for the ge of 
the region to know,” said Dr. King, 


“that the CARICOM Treaty still stands 
as a very firm, very effective mechanism 
for enhancing the economic and social 
development of the peoples of the 
Caribbean.” 

Another * “¥ development during 
the year was evolving relationship 
with the non-CARICOM states in the 
region, and the first really serious dis- 
cussions with countries like Haiti, the 
Dominican Republic, Suriname and the 
Netherlands Antilles. 

“The second major recommenda- 
tion,” said Dr. King, “is that the Com- 


munity must abide by-the provisions of 
the Treaty in dealing with third coun- 
tries as far as their economic relations 
are concerned, provisions that state 
clearly that they must co-ordinate thése 
relationships. , 

“While this does happen with Can- 
ada and to a lesser extent, with Mexico 
and the European Economic Commu- 
nity, there are still many ways in which 
members of the Community deal bi-lat- 
erally with third countries and their col- 
leagues in the Community know noth- 
ing about these dealings. 

“It seems to belie the spirit of co- 
operation we say we have, when we can 
work together very well when we are 
talking about what is going on in the 
Caribbean, but when we have to sign a 
treaty with some other country, we do it 
very quietly as if we don't want the oth- 
ers to know,” said Dr. King. “The 
experts have said that this is in violation 
of the Treaty, and the Heads of Govern- 
ment ought to make a firm pro- 
nouncement on their intentions in this 
regard.” j 
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ON THE ISSUE OF TENSIONS 
between member-states of CARICOM, 
Dr. King said: “These have to be lived 
with,. not eliminated entirely, since as 
long as you have 12 sovereign countries 
in a very close relationship, tensions are 
bound to develop. 7 

“What we have not yet worked out 
are the mechanisms Yor dealing with 
these problems, and | hope that the 
Heads of Governments meeting will 
address itself to the general problems, 


‘differences between them on fundamen- 
tal issues like security, and alignment 
versus non-alignment.' 
' “THE MAIN ITEM on the CARI- 
COM Secretary's agenda for 1982,” said 
Dr. oe. ee be to have the first 
jority list of recommendations by the 
roup of Experts given direct concrete 
attention by the institutions of CARI- 
COM and, where necessary, by the 
Heads themselves, and if we did noth- 
ing else, this would be enough, since it 


not necessarily specifics, on how we con- would set the stage for the rest of the 
tinue our relationship with other mem- decade.” teks 
ber-states when there are quite serious 


Institutional Developments 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 28 Dec 81 p 1 





[Text] Next year could very well be the turning point for the regional integra- 
tion movement following disclosures that the long-awaited heads of Government 


summit is being planned for early 1982. 


The announcement of a possible summit was made by Secretary General of the 
Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Secretariat, Dr. Kurleigh King, who said that his 


staff was now preparing the framework for the summit. 


CARICOM heads of Government met six years ago in St. Kitts, but over the past 
three to four years, several important events aimed at reviving regional inte- 


gration have been taking place. 


Although there has been cooperation since CARICOM came into force in 1973, there 
was, however, a lull in the mid 1970s when regional countries hard hit by the 
international economic crisis, instituted measures which were more geared to 
safeguard the interests of individual territories. 


Among these, were the imposition of trade restrictions on imports from several 
regional trading partners, and the cancellation of economic programmes for 
apparently more lucrative arrangements with extra-regional states. 


High among the list of events helping to bring about a more effective movement is 
the report of an ll-man group of experts who reviewed CARICOM, and made recon- 
mendations for its improved functioning. 


The group of Caribbean intellectuals headed by President of the Caribbean Develop- 
ment Bank, Mr. William Lemas, was appointed in March 1980 to work on an improved 
strategy for the integration process. 


Among the many events giving rise to the appointment of the experts were: balance 
of payments problems experienced by some countries, and which led to the imposi- 
tion of import barriers; lack of progress in regional industrial programming; 

lack of progress in joint development of natural resources; insufficient progress 
in the marketing of agricultural products; and the need to increase economic 
cooperation between CARICOM and the rest of Latin America, among others. 
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The group which met several times, submitted its final report this year, to 
regional Governments... 


At the institutional level, CARICOM Governments have agreed to change the 
region's origin rules, which govern the qualification of goods made in the area 
for duty free treatment in CARICOM. 


All that is being awaited is the completion of implementing legislation of all 
member states and the introduction of the new criteria for free access to the 
CARICOM market at a date soon to be announced. 


The change had become necessary since critics of the old system--the original 
CARICOM Basic Materials List--had complained that it had permitted substantial 
use of non Caribbean raw materials in products traded through the region and 
getting full concessionary treatment. 


What also appears to be working for a more solid integration framework is the 
increased intra-regional trade which jumped from US$253.7 million in 1977 to 
US$356.6 million in 1979. 


This increase had come ahout after there was a drop from US$276.1 million in 
1976 to the 1977 total. However, the overall total between 1973 and 1979 grew 
by more than 140 per cent. 


Fostering the growth in trade were two regional arrangements, the Caribbean Multi- 
lateral Clearing Facility (CMCF), and the Trinidad and Tobago Oil Facility. The 
former makes it easier for debtor countries to meet their obligations, while the 
latter extends credit for purchases covered by the arrangement, and frees for 
other purposes short term foreign reserves that would normally be used for those 
purchases. 


There was also the implementation of the CARICOM Travellers Cheque Scheme which 
came about last year in an effort to make regional cooperation much easier in 
foreign policies, transportation, and other areas. 


More recently Trinidad and Tobago has said it intends to play a more active role 
both politically and economically in CARICOM. 


The promise came from that country's newly-elected Foreign Minister, Dr. Basil 
Ince, who said he was looking forward to the summit. 


"The Summit will be one way to meet and speak to rectify what is wrong, and to 
smooth out problems," he stated. 


Trinidad and Tobago, which has become the economic power house in the Caribbean 
because of its huge oil earnings, has in the past become an economic saviour to 
some regional countries. 


In addition, it is also participating in a number of bilateral agreements with 
Barbados, St. Vincent, and Antigua, and any new initiative on its part will cer- 
tainly put it into the position and the role which many regional experts believed 
it ought to be playing long ago. 


CSO: 3025/120 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BARBADOS, OTHERS IN REGION TO RECEIVE CDC AID IN 1982 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 18 Dec 81 p 1 


[Text ] 


~*~ BARBADOS and™ other 
Eastern Caribbean countries 
may be able to benefit from 
the Commonwealth 
Development Corporation's 
£34 million (approximately 
BDS$103.7 million) aid 
program ne for 1982. And, for 
1983, the CDC has a planning 
figure of £37 million. 


A release from the British 
News Service said Minister 
for Overseas Development 
Mr. Neil Marten, told the 
House of Commons earlier 
this week that subject to the 
CDC’s actual financial 
requirements in each of the 
next three years, the British 
Government will permit the 
corporation to borrow in 
foreign currency up to £15 
million a year. 

The - Barbados Light and 
Power Company recently 
received a £5 million loan 
from the CDC and the cor- 
poration is currently in- 
vestigating an agricultural 
project in St. Lucia. 

An inter-departmental 
group of officials, includin 
representatives from the CD 
undertook a comprehensive 
review of the CDC’s role and 


CSO: 3025/120 


“activities” in the light of the 


British Government’s 
general aid 
statement said. 


“The Government endorses“ 
the review's conclusion that 
CDC. plays a ~- valuable. 
developmental role and_ will 
continue to have a particular 
part to play in helping to brin 
about progress in the natura 
resources of poorer coun- 
tries," it added. 


The British Government 
and theCDC have also agreed 
that it should exercise greater 
flexibility, within the ob- 
jectives laid down in the CDC 
Act, in the allocation of its 
investments among the 
countries and economic 
sectors in which it is em- 
powered to operate, though it 
will aim to make not less than 
half of its new commitments 
in poorer developing countries 
and also not less than half in 
renewable natural resources 
projects. 

Subject to normal review of 
the CDC’s actual financial 
requirements for each year, 
the | yo cog of finance for the 
- 


policy, the 


will be an increased level 
advances from the aid 
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programme on concessional 
terms of £34 million in 1982- 83 
compared with £30 million in 
the current financial year. 


Mr. Marten said he 
proposed a planning figure of’ 
£37 million for 1983-84. in 
each of the next three. 
financial years, the British 
Government. would also. 


rmit the CDC to borrow in 


foreign currency an approved 


sum with a Government 
guarantee within a limit of £15 
million a year. for on-lending 
in foreign currency. © 

The statement added: ‘The 
total financial resources thus 
available to CDC including a 
certain number of disposals 
and other self-generated 
funds, should enable it to 
invest in real terms at a level 
comparable with that it 
achieved for most of the 1970s. 
The Government believe that 
the resources available will 
enable CDC to continue a 
substantial investment 
programme for the benefit of 
developing countries."’ 











COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


DOMINICA, ST VINCENT TO GET CDB LOANS FOR DEVELOPMENT 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 18 Dec 81 p 19 


[Text] 


THE Barbados-based 
Caribbean Development 
Bank (CDB) board of 
directors, has approved an 
additional loan of US$666 
000 to Dominica to assist in 
financing. the  recon- 
struction of the deep water 
port in Roseau. 

The meney will be 
coming from the CDB’s 
special funds resources. 

The CDB’s board which 
met on December 10 and 


11, under the chairmanship | 


of its president, William 
Demas also approved a loan 
of US$1 million to the 
Agricultural, Industrial and 
Development Bank of 
Dominica. 

It is being guaranteed by 
the Dominican Government 
and is coming from the 
CDB’s special funds for 
agricultural and industrial 
credit, farm improvement 
credit and small industry 
credit. 

It also provides a further 


CSO: 3025/120 


loan of US$300 000 to the 


Dominican Government for 
the acquisition by govern- 
ment of additional shares 
in the Development bank: 
there. 


The CDB has also ap- 
proved an additional loan 
of US$132 358 to the St. 
Vincent government for the 
building of ten agricultural 
feeder roads. . 

In Belize the Chan- 
vannes bottling works 
expansion has been granted 
a loan of US$350 from 
the CDB’s ordinary capital 
resources to assist in the 


expansion of its bottling 
works. 


The CDB board also 
approved the administrative 
budget for 1982 and noted 
the schedule of technical 
assistance projects under 
US$S 000 a ong by its 
president Wi Demas. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


BIRD, SIMMONDS COMMENT ON COUP ATTEMPT IN DOMINICA 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 23 Dec 81 p 5 


{Text ] 


‘ST JOHN'S: — Anti 
Barbuda’s Deputy rime” 
Minister Lester Bird. ' 
and ‘ Premier .Kennedy' 
Genr of & Kitts-Nevis, 

condenined the 


use of violence in the: 


replacement of any govern- 
mem. in the Caribbean 
region. . 

In  separste statements, 
issued in their respective 
capitats,, both Caribbean. 


leaders , expressed support 


for the Eugenie Charies 
government in Dominica 
which survived an attempted 
coup last Saturday, and’ 


reiterated their com-. 
mitment to the: democratic °: 
process as‘the means of’ 
governmental change within 
the region. 

In condemning thé aborted 
coup, Mr. Bird said such 
situations were bed in terme . 
of the stability of the 
Caribbean and the need to be 
able to persuade the world 
that this is a region in which 
investment Gould be made. . 


CsO: 3025/120 


Mr Bird, who Is elso: 
Antigua’s Foreign . Minister - 


said that in straying from the — 


law, the Caribbean could 
develop ae an eres of 
anarchy and revolution end 
thet violence would form an 
essential pert of the erea’s 


devefopment, both con-. 


stitutionally end 
economi 


cally. 

And in his statement of 
support 4or the Eugenia 
Cheries administration , the’ 
& Kitts-Nevis. teeder seid 
thet his government strongly. 
deplores any attempt to. 
overthrow es Caribbean. 
amg y the force of 


Or Simmonds ‘else 
described the democratic 

process as being essential to 
the stability of the region. 

Meenwhile , Dominica's 
Prime Minister, Eugenia 


Charlies , has discdosed that 
police in Dominica heave 
recovered some of the arme 
used in lest Saturdey’s et- 
tempt to overthrow her 

nment. She also seid 
thet several more persons 
had been detsined for. 
questioning, and were likely 
to remain in police regen J 
under the current stete of 
emergency, dedared leet: 
Saturday night. 
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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


ARGENTINE FOREIGN MINISTER TO BRAZIL--Itamaraty stated on 22 January that Argentine 
Foreign Minister Nicanor Costa Mendes, who occupies the position for the second 
time--the first was during the period from 1966/6$--will visit Brazil on 3 and 4 
March. This is his first trip abroad as Foreign Minister of the government of 
General Leopoldo Fortunato Galtieri, who took office in December. Diplomatic sources 
noted that the fact that Brazil is the first country to be visited by Foreign Min- 
ister Nicanor Costa Mendes indicates the importance that President Galtieri attaches 
to relations with Brazil since the objective of the visit is the resumption of the 
dialog interrupted with the departure of former Foreign Minister Oscar Camillion, 
with whom Itamaraty had complete understanding. On 22 January, the Argentine Foreign 
Ministry announced that Minister Nicanor Costa Mendes decided to confirm Hugo 
Caminos, who had been chosen by former Minister Oscar Camillion, as Ambassador to 
Brazil. Diplomatic sectors view that decision as very positive because in actuality 
it means an endorsement of Camillion's policy toward Brazil. Diplomatic sources 
consider the forthcoming visit of Foreign Minister Nicanor Costa Mendes to be very 
opportune since it will be the ideal time for the discussion of matters of mutual 
interest, especially in Latin America. The upcoming scientific expedition to the 
Antarctic and the form of cooperation from Buenos Aires with the central theme of 
the talks between the Argentine Foreign Minister and Brazilian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Saraiva Guerreiro. [Excerpts] [Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Por- 
tuguese 23 Jan 82 p 5] 


cso: 3001/71 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


RESURGENCE OF LABOR, POLITICAL UNREST FORESEEN 

Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 17 Jan 82 pp 8-9 

[Article from the "Political Week" Column: "Storm Warnings" ] 
[Text] Tensions Peaking 


The top echelon of the military government expects political and social tensions 
to peak around May, June at the latest. It's not that a malicious plan 

to destabilize the government has been uncovered. For the time being we 

are talking only about a rough forecast of a strictly political nature, 

based on the likely behavior of the traditional political and labor union 

forces and on the unmistakable hints to that effect that certain leaders 

have provided. 


The outlook seems clear in light of these developments, but no official 
action has yet been undertaken, as in those cases in which the government 
perceived specific moves by activists to organize some sort of explosive 

form of protest. Therefore, the forecast is being made calmly and, in general, 
is being regarded as just another piece of information to take into account 
with respect to the immediate future. 


Reappearance of the Multiparty Commission 


There have been more than a few signs of unrest in recent days. In the 
political sphere, perhaps the most significant development of all has been 
the sudden reappearance of the Multiparty Commission. The top leaders of 
the five member parties will meet next Wednesday in the Casa Radical on 
Alsina Street to sign at least two documents. 


One of them will voice harsh criticism of what Lt Gen Leopoldo F. Galtieri's 
administration has done so far, especially in the economic sphere. The 
other will proclaim the signatory forces' public pledge to declare null 

and void, if and when they take office, any modification of the subsoil 
ownership system. 


It was learned in this regard that the draft declaration, prepared by the 
Radical Civic Union (UCR), includes the warning that the officials who sponsor 





such changes will be put on trial. According to reports from Peronist circles, 
Deolindo Bittel the notary allegedly expressed his support for the UCR's 
idea over the phone. 


Unrest Within Radicalism 


This course of action was initially worked out as a reaction to the vague 
rumors to the effect that Minister Alemann intended to revoke the Mining 
Code. It took definite shape last Wednesday, however, after the statements 
by the minister of public works and services on the matter. 


Sergio Martini's announcement thet an ad honorem commission would be set 
up to study the possibility of privatizing the subsoil to intensify oil 
development, was, in fact, what triggered the aforementioned party salvo. 


Furthermore, Radical waters were particularly susceptible to any anti- 
government agitation, among other reasons because of journalist Jorge Marchetti's 
forced resignation from the ATC. 


Party circles recalled that Marchetti is a member of the UCR. When his 
political affiliation was questioned on a prior occasion, Dr Carlos Contin 
signed a certification of it, in fact. The move ordered by that television 
channel's authorities suggests that this backing was not taken into account 
or that at least it was not enough to counterbalance the information that, 
according to military sources, is in the hands of security agencies. 


On a Yacht 


Though coming from a different political faction, another development that 
has helped to foreshadow the anticipated high point of tensions has been 

the virulent offensive launched against the government by Lt Gen Juan Carlos 
Ongania and some of his closest collaborators. 


The former president's case was promptly resolved by Lieutenant General 
Galtieri, who ordered him jailed for 30 days, the maximum sentence for this 
kind of situation. 


Let it be said, in passing, that the commander's decision left the U.S. 
senatorial delegation visiting Buenos Aires at the time quite perplexed. 
Their surprise was understandable if we bear in mind that they are not used 
to this practice, which has become so common in our Armed Forces. The fact 
is that they came away with the impression that a former chief of state 

was sentenced to a month in jail for simply expressing his ideas. 


Our readers can readily imagine the self-interested use that certain overseas 
groups could make of such an incident. 





Now then, if the annoyance caused in top army echelons by Ongania's remarks 
led to his imprisonment, it would take some effort to find the appropriate 
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journalistic language to describe the indignation that was caused in these 


same circles by the views that Dr Roberto Roth voiced in Brazil and that 
we published in last Thursday's edition. 


That same night, a number of high-level Casa Rosada officials asked their 
advisers to look into possible legal action against Ongania's former under- 
secretary. As one of the officials said, "We cannot tolerate it when an 
Argentine, while overseas and on a luxury yacht, talks about our country 

as this fellow has. He has gone to an extreme that even the most rabid 
opposition political leaders did not go to." 


Somewhat Nonchalantly 


The government, of course, is taking a careful look at the lineup of opposition 
forces, albeit with a certain air of nonchalance. It is no doubt deep in 
thought about developing the guidelines that it has set for itself, above 

and beyond the turmoil created during its first 25 days. 


For example, we have learned that in recent hours Lieutenant General Galtieri 
felt it was timely to remind his aides and even to let it be known publicly 
that he still stands firm in his decision to carry out the programs and 

meet the deadlines set forth in his message. 


Such an explicit reaffirmation by the president would, in principle, seem 
unnecessary, inasmuch as no one could have any reason to believe that objectives 
so recently outlined are going to be abandoned this soon. 


Nevertheless, the insistence in this regard takes on special significance 
when we combine it with other recent government pronouncements that clearly 
reflect a determination to exercise power that is unprecedented since the 
Armed Forces government was established. | 


A New "Political Current" 


The following thoughts were formulated not long ago in a military office: 
"Just as Videla was the earnest administrator of an essentially military 
stage of the Process but lacked the will to grow as a political leader, 

and as Viola was the head of a disorderly attempt at conciliation, Galtieri 
is seen as having a clear-cut ambition to generate a new 'poliitcal current. ' 
In this regard, we should bear in mind what Interior Minister Gen Alfredo 
Saint Jean said last Thursday." 


Perhaps this is the reason why the opposition lying in wait seems to concern 

the government so little. The men on this new shift might well have decided 

not to waste their remaining time and energy (remember that Galtieri spoke 

in his message of "what remains") sparring with forces which, in their judgment, 
are washed-up. In that event we would have to infer that they will 

decide to use their own potential to create something new, something not 

yet completely worked out but well-defined enough after the most recent 
appointments of civilian governors. 
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Alemann Seeking a New Image 


This campaign will be joined in the next few days by the economy minister 
himself in a televised speech or a lengthy newspaper interview. Dr Roberto 
Alemann will, without retreating, probably try to convey a less hardline 

image than his first package of measures created. To this end, the minister 
will find his way has been paved by Finance Secretary Manuel Solanet, who 

in recent days has been constantly preaching the philosophy behind current 
economic policy. It is being taken for granted that the minister will give 

his speech or interview only after President Galtieri sets forth the guidelines 
for this year's budget, presumably towards the middle of next week. 


According to what reliable sources have told this paper, the draft that 
Alemann will submit to the Executive Branch includes major investment cutbacks 
and sharp reductions in Armed Forces budget allocations. In compliance 

with the austerity measures in effect, the Armed Forces have geared their 
requirements to the minimum level that will enable them to maintain their 
operational capacity. 


We should point out in this regard that Planning Secretary Brigadier Jose 

Miret, after developing the current ministerial structure, has devoted a 

good part of his energies to completing the bill that will establish the 
National Planning System. The mission of this agency will be to reconcile 

the extremist positions of certain jurisdictions and to suggest potential 
compromises. It will also seek to lend consistency to government action 
throughout the chain of power that links the central government, the ministries, 
the provinces and the municipalities. 


A New Chemistry in Buenos Aires 


This is precisely the course along which the military government intends 

to take its political steps. One of the officers working with Lieutenant 
General Galtieri in sessions that begin at 800 and usually end at 0200 hours 
the following day had this to say about the future: "I see our country as 

a series of battle fronts, some minor and others major. Among the latter 
the most decisive is, of course, the province of Buenos Aires. This is 

why we have high hopes for Aguado's performance." 





This clearly shows how much the government is banking on Argentina's leading 
province. La Plata was the scene last Thursday of the oath-taking by Governor 
Aguado and his ministers, amid a tumult that some attribute to the local 
followers of the former intendant of Lanus and current provincial minister, 

Dr Gaston Perez Izquierdo. 


Forgotten were the farewell speech by former Governor Gen Bartolome Gallino, 
who while maintaining a restrained general tone, fired a few shots at 

current economic policy, and an emotional public comment by former provincial 
Minister Dr Guillermo Fernandez Gill. 
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Guillermo Fernandez Gill is said to be leaving public life in good spirits 
after receiving a phone call from the Casa Rosada during which President 
Galtieri thanked him heartily for services rendered. 


Hours after taking office, Dr Perez Izquierdo confided to a LA NACION feature 
writer that he is convinced that there can be no new nationwide force without 
a reasonable contribution from the province of Buenos Aires. "We know that 
the great majority of the people are not with the government," he said, 

"but we also know that they are not with the Multiparty Commission either. 
The fact is that there is a worrisome mood of indifference that we intend 


to reverse." 


If Aguado is contributing a rural awareness to the new Buenos Aires chemistry 
Perez Izquierdo should provide the urban component, especially his knowledge 
of municipal government. 


This young official does not plan for the time being to introduce major 
changes in the roster of intendants. He will simply invite them to work 
harder to reach the most vulnerable segments of the province's population. 
"The people who are helpless and need assistance and guidance," he explained. 
Thought-provoking preliminary ideas from a plan that looks like the boldest 
yet tried by the military government. 


A Letter From Haig 


In a different vein, and perhaps a more important one for the immediate 
future, we should mention some of the things that Secretary of State Alexander 
Haig said in his letter to Dr Nicanor Costa Mendez on the occasion of his 
installation as foreign minister. 


“Our bilateral relations have improved a great deal recently," Haig said 

in his letter, which, strangely enough, was not made public until now, "and 
I hope that there is further progress in the future. I hope that you would 
feel free to get in touch with me whenever the circumstances so dictate, 
either directly or through Ambassador Shlaudeman, who enjoys my fullest 
trust." 


Diplomatic circles attribute special significance to this last phrase, which 


is designed to discredit rumors that the head of the American delegation 
in Buenos Aires would be replaced imminently. 


8743 
cso: 3010/628 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


COLUMNIST PREVIEWS PRIVATIZATION PLANS OF NEW GOVERNMENT 
Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 6 Jan 82 pp 1, 4 
[Article by J. Iglesias Rouco: "Demilitarization"] 


[Text] The new government has begun to move quickly towards what we could 

call the demilitarization of many large state-run enterprises. The next 
president of YPF [Government 0:1 Deposits], for example, will be Mr Mario 
Pineiro, former head of IDEA [Institute for the Development of Executives 

in Argentina] and until now the president of HIDRONOR [North Patagonia Hydro- 
electric Company].. Heading up the railway company will also be a well-known 
free-market advocate who served in government some time ago. Civilian specialists 
will also be running ENTEL [National Telecommunications Company], State 

Gas, Coal Deposits, Sanitation Works, Water and Power, National Roadways 

and Mosconi Petrochemicals. 


All indications are that these changes are designed to divorce public enterprise 
from the direct control of the government, the Armed Forces in other words, 

and, therefore, to promote first the process of "deregulation" announced 

by Mr Alemann and then the process of "privatization," or the total of partial 
denationalization of our white elephants. 


The move seems entirely commendable, especially if we bear in mind that 

the Armed Forces have held political power too long in this country and 

that because state-run enterprises operate directly under that power, they 
have almost naturally become mere tools of the military's ideological leanings 
or of circumstantial interests, with the resulting distortions (throttling, 

to be more exact) of the national economy that we are suffering from. As 

far as we know, most of the civilians under consideration have not been 
conspicuously active in party politics either, above all in the major parties, 
which further reinforces the above view, inasmuch as these parties, along 
with the military, have had their share of government responsibility too. 
Furthermore, this "demilitarization" squares with the demilitarization going 
on in major provincial governments and, in practical economic terms, with 

the exanple that the commanders in chief have now given by freezing their 
salaries (this measure will, of course, eventually encompass the entire 
military hierarchy, because it is inconceivable that through periodic adjust- 
ments a major general could wind up earning more than his commander or a 
brigadier general more than a major general, and so on down the line to 

the lowest-ranking officer). To put it differently, the "demilitarization" 
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is being carried cut icr-°7-the-board and thus takes on a symbolic and persuasive 
value of the first orde 


Plan of Action 


Over the last few hours I have gathered from various government circles 
pieces of information that, when put together, enable me to report on the 
groundwork of the "privatization" program, which, I repeat, is based on 

prior "deregulation." As was explained to me in one of the major decision- 
making spheres, this deregulation will consist of “eliminating regulations," 
political prices and systems that are currently preventing a true marketplace 
from operating, and of enacting legislation that "will democratize the share- 
holding structure of each enterprise." 


According to my informants, once the deregulation stage is completed, the 
privatization proper will conform to the following rules: 


1) It will not focus on the peripheral zones of the enterprises. 


2) The individual or consortium that takes it over will not operate as a 
mere concessionaire. 


3) Barring very powerful strategic or geopolitical reasons, such as, for 
example, the need to populate Patagonia, rates must be "realistic," in other 
words, geared to the marketplace. 


4) As part of a restrictive policy in this regard, subsidies will be intended 
only for intermediate or final users, not producers. 


5) Fostering competition will thus be the guiding principle of the entire 
denationalization effort. 


The New Boards of Directors 


According to the circles consulted, the government's aim during this initial 
stage is to establish in many major enterprises boards of directors smaller 

than they used to be.and, moreover, without government or Armed Forces represen- 
tation, for which purpose their bylaws will be amended. From an ideological 
standpoint, each board of directors should also be somewhat homogeneous. 

What all this boils down to is creating a leadership core in each enterprise 
that can meet the needs of its "external front," not of the State. This 

would, in fact, be the first step towards deregulation. 


Fuel Prices To Rise 
In the case of a company like YPF, the next step would be to boost the price 
of many fuels, which would enable it to drill more wells (last year just 


800 were drilled, and numerous rigs are idle) and to immediately rebalance 
the finances of various state-run production sectors. In this regard we 
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should remember that the reason for much of the YPF's debt is simply that 
the prices set for the oil that it sells to state-run enterprises (around 
$90 a cubic meter) are considerably lower than its extraction costs, which 
amount to some $140 a cubic meter. As far as transportation is concerned, 
particularly motor vehicles, thought is being given to a plan to encourage 
competition by abolishing concessions, which have turned into veritable 
bonanzas. Thus, service contracts might be sold or put up for bids, but not 
on an exclusive basis. 


The deregulation process will also include the liquidation of the sideline 
businesses of certain enterprises, especially the very profitable businesses 
such as the the television channels’ production of records and cassettes, 
which benefits from "free" media advertising while private manufacturers 





have to pay top prices almost always for such advertising, or such as Argentine 


Airlines! duty free shops at Ezeiza, for whose benefit "ad hoc" resolutions 
are issued. These and other businesses will undoubtedly be the first to 

go private, because as an official told me, the good businesses are the 
easiest to sell off. Furthermore, this will deprive their current government 
"managers" of a source of revenue that often fuels, as it were, their "home 
office" and even enables them tocushion their losses. 


Another interesting facet of the proposed denationalization is the aforementioned 


aim of modifying the shareholding structure of the enterprises, in a bid 

to open up and "democratize" them. As far as I know, the mechanism of the 
stock market will be utilized for this purpose, and thus everyone will have 
access to public sector stock. The basic requirement in this regard will, 
of course, be some sort of return on investment, either a direct return 

or in the form of easier access to services, but if this program is carried 
forward, it will at least help to foster a sense of greater responsibility. 


Economic Team's Freedom of Action 


The junta will take up these proposals today. Half of Argentina's economic 
activity is accounted for by just the major enterprises that the Ministry 

of Public Works runs: Railways, the airline, ENTEL, ENCOTEL [National Mail 
and Telegraph Enterprise], ATC, YPF, State Gas, Government Coal Deposits, 
Sanitation Works, Roadways, Greater Buenos Aires Electrical Services, Water 
and Power, HIDRONOR, CONARSU (a consulting office that will be closed down 
soon), Bahia Blanca Petrochemicals and Mosconi Petrochemicals. Around 75 
high-ranking officers who until today have controlled their own destinies 
have already handed in their resignations. The economic cabinet is operating 
with full freedom of action in this matter. The commanders did not even have 
any input in the appointment of General Barbieri, Villarreal's second in 
command in the V Corps and the only candidate proposed by the Qualifications 
Board who was not promoted to major general, as communications undersecretary. 
The members of the economic team feel today that au in-depth transformation 
of Argentina's obsolete economic structure depends almost exclusively on 
their success or failure. In short, few times before have prospects looked 
as encouraging in this sphere. 


34 


Sad News 


Another encouraging sign is the public disclosure of the net worth of the 
president and his family. In contrast, however, it was reported yesterday 

that two persons disappeared in March and November of last year. This 
demonstrates once more that we still have a long way to go before reestablishing 
a state of law in this country and again becoming one of the Western World's 
democracies. This sad news, which coincides with the visit by three prominent 
U.S. senators (who are also here to observe the human rights situation in 

our country), will certainly warrant further commentary. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


FOREIGN POLICY UNDER GALTIERI TILTING TO WEST, SAYS ROUCO 
Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 22 Dec 81 pp 1, 8 
[Article by J. Iglesias Rouco: "Closer to the West"'] 


[Text] The situation in Central America will be one of the new government's 
priority foreign policy concerns and, more than cther issues, will probably 
reflect its desire to quickly rejoin the camp of Western geopolitical interests. 
According to my sources, this issue, Beagle and the Falkland Islands will 

be Mr Costa Mendez's main foreign policy objectives. In contrast, no major 
changes are expected in the reluctant stand taken by Mr Camilion with regard 

to Argentina's participation in the Sinai peacekeeping force, even though 

the decision could well have been different if Costa Mendez had been foreign 
minister at the time. 


The appointment of Mr Costa Mendez has been received with a mixture of relief 
and hope in the United States as well as in certain European countries. 

His moderate nationalism and his clear-cut pro-Western stand are well-known 
ever since he served as an adviser to Mr Carcano, to whom he suggested a 

policy diametrically opposed to the one that Argentina pursued at the Punta 

del Este Conference in 1961, when sanctions against the Castro regime were 
debated. As we will recall, the views of Mr Camilion won out, and he was 
allegedly even involved, along with Mr Ortiz de la Rozas, in "deliberately 
confused" efforts vis-a-vis the State Department; at least that is how some 
American diplomats still describe them. Mr Costa Mendez handed in his resigna- 
tion in the wake of that incident, seemingly against his will, because he 
thought (and allegedly still thinks) of Carcano as one of Argentina's great 
foreign ministers. Nevertheless, the terms of his resignation, in which 

he voiced his views on Argentina's contradictory relations with the West, 
caught the attention of many military groups, with which he has since then 

had a smooth dialog, even becoming one of the most highly thought-of professors 
at the War School. 


Grain Sales 


As far as we know, General Galtieri will devote much of his first address 

to foreign policy, inasmuch as it is this sphere, after the economy, that 

will demand his greatest attention. If we bear in mind that never has Argentina 
been as isolated internationally as it is today, particularly among its 

natural allies, such interest is commendable. What will the guidelines 
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of our foreign policy be? Mr Costa Mendez, who starting tomorrow will have 

to devote himself full-time to breaking in the team that will be working 

with him in the Foreign Ministry and to selecting a number of new ambassadors, 
has so far been very reserved. Nonetheless, General Galtieri's recent talks 
in the United States enable us to identify the basic guidelines of his program. 


During his visit to Buenos Aires a few days ago, Mr Kissinger analyzed with 
Costa Mendez and other politicians and diplomats Buenos Aires's ties with 

the Soviet Union, including the thorny issue of Argentine grain sales during 
Washington's embargo against Moscow. Kissinger allegedly acknowledged that 

not even his country had enforced the embargo comprehensively, but he asked 

the others at one point what would have happened if the United States, Canada, 
Australia and Argentina had agreed not to sell grain to the Soviets. Kissinger 
himself supposedly gave the answer: The situation in Central America would 
very likely be quite different today. According to circles I consulted, 

U.S. officials outlined a similar view to Galtieri. 





Firmness Towards Cuba and Nicaragua 


The events in Poland and guerrilla gains in El Salvador have given the issue 
currency in Buenos Aires, and the military commanders have reportedly reached 
the conclusion that if the USSR keeps up the pressure, the United States 
will once again resort to an embargo, in which case Buenos Aires would support 
Washington. This does not mean, a diplomat told me, that we are going to 
decree an embargo under any circumstances or under any condition. Some 

have been established, however, under which we would. The same diplomat 
hinted to me that Buenos Aires is also determined to follow Washington in 
taking a firmer stance towards Cuba and Nicaragua, both in connection with 
the civil war in El Salvador and in light of mounting guerrilla activity 

in the rest of Latin America. Thus, a food embargo and "other diplomatic 

and military measures" (that was how it was put to me) could also extend 

to those nations. 


In contrast, the U.S. invitation to send troops to the Sinai is reportedly 
viewed by Galtieri and Costa Mendez as an "opportunity wasted" by the previous 
government. Thus, now that the chance to head up the group of countries 

that accepted the U.S. offer has come and gone, reversing Viola's and Camilion's 
refusal is supposedly not that good an idea, unless there are "new developments,” 
which cannot be ruled out. In any case, what does seem likely is that Costa 
Mendez will completely abandon Camilion's plan to recognize the PLO if a 
Palestinian "government in exile" is formed or to allow the organization 

to open up an office in Buenos Aires. 


In general, the philosophy that according to my informants will guide Costa 
Mendez's policy towards the East and Central America suggests that Argentina 
will drift away from the so-called group of nonaligned councries or the 
Third World, which is today under the control of the Soviet Union, through 
Cuba. What we do not yet know is whether the separation will be quick or 
gradual. It will all hinge, perhaps, on how the Beagle dispute with Chile 
develops and on the timing of Costa Mendez's other attempts at negotiation, 
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such as in connection with the Malvinas Islands. But these other "fronts" 
of Argentine foreign policy are important enough to warrant separate treatment. 
At this juncture, we should merely underscore the new government's likely 
and very healthy reaction against the Third World legacy left behind by 
Peronism and the Integration and Development Movement. 


8743 
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COUNTRY SECTION 








BRIEFS 


JNG SILOS TO PRIVATE HANDS--With a view toward the eventual privatization of JNG 
facilities the PNE has authorized the sale or lease of silos and other installations, 
including shipment and port facilities. Lease contracts may or may not contain an 
option to buy; however, such arrangements can only be made with farm cooperatives 
or agricultural associations that have been in existence for a period of six months 
prior to the sale or lease transactions. Lease contracts will carry a five-year 
term renewable at the option of the lessee. A purchase contract will facilitate 
installment payments for a period of ten years. In order to guarantee the success 
of this measure it has been "recommended that precise guidelines be established to 
reconcile both the interests of both the State and the purchaser." [Buenos Aires 
LA PRENSA in Spanish 21 Jan 82 p 1] 


CSO: 3010/697 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


WORKERS UNION DECLARES OPPOSITION TO U.S. CARIBBEAI! PLAN 


Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 20 Dec 81 p 3 


{Text ] 


THE Barbados Workers’ Union 

has expressed its concern over the 

propaganda that has been cir- 

og about the Caribbean B asin 
an. 


In a report, the union said that the plan 

. appeared to be another method of getting 

some of the Caribbean governments to 

underwrite a type of economic develop 

ment which would leave the territories 

exposed to all the weaknesses of ex-patriate 
domination and control. 

The report further stated that apart 
from the lack of ideological forms, it was 
very evident that the theme of the new 
Caribbean Basin Plan was an attempt to 
relegate the workers to a type of serfdom 
like the chattel slavery which existed when 
some of these territories were in the early 
stages of settlement. 


The union said that the neo-colonialism a 
° 


introduced, came in the guise of governments, some 
which are now independent, agreeing with the United 
States to have this new Caribbean Basin Plan. It 


CSO: 3025/121 
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added that the initiative came ‘rom the R ad- 
ministration and there was no ‘loubt the philosophy 
and practice of Reaganism, eveiiin the United States, 
where an anti-labour policy was pursued, would be a 
= type of imperialism dom nated by he United 
tates. : 
The union further said that it was not going to be 
caught up in any battle between superpowers (the 
United States and Russia), because over 40 years the 
union had identified itself on the international scene as 
non-communist and were affiliated to the Inter- 


national Confederation of Free Trade Unions (IC-. 


FT U) since 1949. 

The union added that it \iad no intention of 
apologising for the stand it had | aken over the past 40 
years, and the super powers oug)it not to expect small 
nations to be at their behest 

The union said that it was conducting a relentless 


outs arbados, and that tose who formulated 
the Caribbean Basin Plan ought to indicate where the 
workers stood at this stage of hi: tory and ought not to 
sup the contention that it is time to control some 
of the trade unionsinthearea, - 

The BWU said that trade unions were engaged in 
the social upliftment of the wo:'kers in conducting a 
stru for improvements in the r lives. 

¢ union added it would ncit su the con 
that Barbados and some of the other states in the 


Caribbean should me what South Africa is 
on the continent of A ’ ‘ 
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stru against all enemies of the people, in and ~ 
oF Oe 


BARBADOS 








COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 





MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT GETS $350,000 GRANT FROM IDB 


Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 20 Dec 81 p 40 


[Text ] 


THE Ministry of T ransport and 


Works (MT W) has been given a 


US$350 000 grant by the Inter- 
American evelopment Bank 
(IDB). ° 


This technical geeeracd gan 
is to develop the operat and 
planning capabilities of the MT W. 

The technical cooperation, 
which was extended from the 


bank's fund for special ations, - 
will be used by the MT W to carry 
out a study of the ministry’s in- 
stitutional, financial . and 
organisation structure. 

The study will form the basis of 
a reorganisation and : 


of the ministry in of its ex- 
panded responsibilities in project 
preparation and implementation. 


CONSULT ING FIRM 


The MT W will use the bank’s 
resources to contract the services 
of a consulting firm which will 
provide the experts required to 
review the existing organisational 
structure of the ministry, examine 
its planning, maintenance and 
construction divisions. 

Also benefiting will be its 
licensing authority, yet to be set in 
operation, as well as its personnel 
resources, training needs, ac- 
counting system and what has been 
teamed the cost impact on the 
ministry of the study recom- 
mendations. 


CsoO: 3025/121 


Because of the country’s high 
population density, Barbados 
needs an efficient, well ised 
transportation system for its 
economic development, the IDB 


said. 

Minister of- Transport, Don 
Blackman, recently said in the 
House of Assembly that his 
ministry was now in the process of 
conducting a study on the func- 
tions of the public transport after 
having acknowledged that the 


‘transport sysizm is in need of 


much improvement’’. 


The IDB noted:“The absence of 


effective coordination of policy 


planning, design and maintenance. 


functions, combined with lack of 
valified staff, has produced 
de ; in Government ad- 


ficiencies in 
ministration of the transportation 
system. 


DAMAGED ROADS 


“Recent heavy rainfall has 
further exacerbated transportation 
problems by damaging road 
surfaces,” it said. 


It went on to add that to achieve 
more effective coordi of 
transportation policies and 


rocedures, the recent Barbados 


urface Transportation Study 
recommended the restructuring of 
various MT W departments. It also 
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recommended further study of 
highway maintenance and 
rehabilitation practices, with 
emphasis on the development of 
appropriate management systems. 


The total cost of the project is 
estimated at $470 000, of which 
the bank's technical cooperation 
will cover 75 percent and local 
financial sources the remainder. 





COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


NATION'S INTERNATIONAL MONETARY RESERVES IN TROUBLE 


Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 20 Dec 81 p 40 





[Text ] 


BARBADOS’ international reserves have 
fallen to their lowest level in three years. 


At the end of September, they were only 
$110 million in reserves, the lowest since 1978. 


At that time the Government had introduced 
various measures to counter the trend. 


Since then they have steadily built back 

up, and at the start of this year were ap- 

roximately $165 million. They peaked at 

$183.5 million in April, but since then have 
fallen steadily. 


Economic observers have suggested that one of the 
main factors contributing to the decline was the failure of 
this year’s sugar crop. 


Sugar production this year was down by 25 percent, 
on the 130 000 tonnes of last year, mainly because of 
torrential rains which snarled reaping. 


Foreign exchange earnings were 910 lower, $43 
million below last year’s figure. 


While the island’s foreign reserves continue to 
decline, the national debt on the hand rises. 


According to the latest Central Bank Economic and 
Financial Statistics, the National Debt passed the 
$600 million mark in August, and by the end of 
September, stood at $619.2 million. 


‘This is 35 percent more than at the end of Sep- 
1" s 1980, and 25 percent higher than at the start of 


Domestic debt accounts for just over 69 percent 
(almost three quarters), of the total; an interesting feature 
is the apparent increasing emphasis being placed on 
short-term borrowing through the use of treasury bills, 
and advances from the Central Bank and commercials. 


cso: 3025/121 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


BRIEFS 





WARNING ON DOMINICA--The Movement for National Liberation (MONALI) has cautioned 
the Barbados Government to stay out of the internal affairs of Dominica. This 
reaction came as a result of the recent political and social unrest in that 
island. MONALI said, "Sabre rattling tactics by the Adams administration can 
only lead to an exacerbation of the tense situation in Dominica, and undermine 
the efforts for a just settlement to the crises now facing the people of 
Dominica." The group added that in the final analysis, it should be the 
Dominican people, and not the Barbadian armed forces or any other outside inter- 
vention which should settle the present problems in Dominica. "Would we like the 
Grenadian troops to land in Barbados at the sign of any crisis?" MONALI asked. 
The movement asserted that there are distressing signs that the Barbados Govern- 
ment has undermined the sovereignty of Barbados by signing a military pact with 
the United States government of Ronald Reagan. They added that in all probability, 
Barbados was now being used by the Reagan government, which was an avowed sup- 
porter of the racist South African regime, and a policeman in the region. [Text] 
[Bridgetown THE NATION in English 28 Dec 81 p 3] 


CsO: 3025/121 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


BRIEFS 





BUSINESSMEN URGE ECONOMIC MEASURES--Today importers and businessmen lodged a series 
of objections to the unofficially announced flotation of the dollar. They oppose 
the measure on the grounds that it can only create an unrestrained rise in prices 
which will in turn cause a drop in sales, Representatives of import firms and 
businessmen propose the immediate promulgation of measures to improve the beleagered 
national economy. The flotation of the dollar has in fact been in effect for some 
months, despite an official dollar exchange rate which has proven ineffective due 

to a shortage in foreign reserves. The measure has been described as "inappropriate 
and damaging, aside from its social sideeffects." Importers believe this situation, 
whereby prices of imported goods may increase from one day to the next, will create 
public distrust. As a result the public will stop buying and it will be necessary 
to effect personnel cuts, thus contributing to rising unemployment. A more realistic 
approach, they propose, would be to establish a fixed rate of exchange. They urge 
the government to define an economic policy without further delay to ease the un- 
certainty and confusion. [Cochabamba LOS TIEMPOS in Spanish 12 Jan 82 pp i, ay 


CSO: 3010/698 


COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


BRIEFS 


CANADIAN PARLIAMENTARIANS--A delegation of Canadian parliamentarians which 
arrived in Costa Rica yesterday has met with President Rodrigo Carazo in an 
effort to obtain information on the region's political and economic situation. 
Led by Maurice Dupras, this mission is part of a subcommittee of the Canadian 
parliament. It is touring Central America and the Caribbean in order to help 
the Canadian Government decide on cooperation policies with the nations of the 
Caribbean basin and Central America. Dupras said that they had a l-hour 
meeting with President Carazo who gave them valuable information. The Canadian 
delegation, which also met with politicians of several democratic parties and 
representatives of the private sector, will travel to Nicaragua tomorrow and 
subsequently to Cuba. [Excerpt] [PA262346 San Jose Radio Reloj in Spanish 

0100 GMT 26 Jan 82] 


CSO: 3010/715 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


WRAP-UP MADE OF PAST YEAR IN CENTRAL AMERICA 


Havana PRISMA LATINOAMERICANO in Spanish Dec 81 pp 3-6 





[Article by Carmen Gonzalez: "A Difficult Year: The Stress Was On the Agitated Central 
American Region" ] 


[Text] The year 1981 was a difficult one in Latin America. It began with the assumption of 
the presidency in Washington (January) by Ronald Reagan, whose raging militarism 
has been accompanied by direct or indirect intervention in the internal affairs of 
the nations of the subcontinent. 


The United States maintained its aggressive foreign policy during the 12 months, for 
the purpose of recovering the ground lost in the area. Marines, ships and airplanes 
untiringly toured the Latin American and Caribbean air space and waters. There are 
but few who now doubt that the Pentagon also launched its carriers of epidemics to 

Central American and the Caribbean, in virtual undeclared bacteriological warfare. 


The stress was on the agitated Central American region, where nearly a third of its 

20 million inhabitants are struggling in extreme poverty, and one out of every eight 
children dies before reaching the age of one year; a situation which explains their 

battle on behalf of a change in the outworn socioeconomic structures. 


Nicaragua is now a blockaded country because of having initiated the course of 
liberation in 1979. The United States has refused it major credit, while at the 
same time organizing and arming on the border with Honduras the Somoza gangs which 
are attempting to invade Nicaraguan territory. 


Honduras’ proximity to El Salvador, Guatemala and Nicaragua lends that country a 
critical geographical position for the United States‘ plans tor interference in the 
region. From there, harassment is carried out against the Sandinist government and 
the struggling Salvadoran and Guatemalan revolutionary forces. 


For this reason, the Popular Liberation Movement (MPL), "Cinchonero", has assigned 
for itself as a priority task that of opposing and eradicating the American inter- 
vention in Honduras, as well as the permanent dictatorship and the political aliena- 
tion of the populace. 


Last March, by diverting a Honduran commercial plane through one of its commands, 
that organization procured the release of the Salvadoran popular leader, Facundo 
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Guardado, who had been jailed in Tegucigalpa, and that of a dozen other political 
prisoners. 


Guatemala is also a struggling country. The incorporation of the Indians (who consti- 
tute over 60 percent of the population of 7 million inhabitants) into the guerrillas 
as combatants and leadership cadres, and the unifying process involving the four 
politico-military revolutionary organizations, have made the advancement of the 
liberation movement in that nation unquestionable. 


For every nine Salvadoran military there is one American officer in El Salvador, the 
smallest and most densely populated country in the region. The government repression 
has caused the deaths of 32,000 persons since January 1980, excluding the casualties 
suffered in the confrontations between the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front 
(FMLN) and the Army. 


But the guerrilla forces gained ground during the year, both in the military and the 
political areas. The Salvadoran Junta, headed by the Christian Democrat, Jose 
Napoleon Duarte, is now a puppet that the White House will have to keep in the 
souvenir chest. 


Political Progress of the FMLN-FDR 


The first step was taken by the governments of France and Mexico which, on 28 August, 
issued a joint statement in which they recognize the FMLN and the Democratic Revolu- 
tionary Front (FDR) as representative political forces which must be taken into 
consideration in the search for a solution to the Salvadoran conflict. 


Within a few weeks, the proposal was backed by the Socialist International meeting 
in Paris, by the "Meeting of Intellectuals for the Sovereignty of the Peoples of 
Our America" and by several Latin American and European countries. 


In October, the 37th United Nations General Assembly heard the Panamanian offer to 
serve as the site of the negotiations aimed at an agreement between the conflicting 
Salvadoran forces, and Nicaragua's voice as a bearer of the proposal from the FMLN 
and FDR to lay the groundwork for the peace talks. 


All of this occurred despite the bustling diplomatic activity of the White House 
(including Duarte's visit to Washington) and the increase of the military and economic 
sid to the Christian Democratic Military Junta, which now exceeds $160 million. 


Mexico's independent foreign policy was not carried out only in the case of El Salva- 
dor. Amid the attacks and the increase in the blockade against Cuba, the Mexican 
chief executive, Jose Lopez Portillo, invited the Cuban president, Fidel Castro, to 
Cozumel, on 7-8 August, to discuss matters of mutual concern, the explosive situation 
in the Caribbean and its possible solutions and the meeting of developing and develop- 
ed countries held at Cancun in October. Cuba, serving as chairman of the Movement 

of Nonaligned Nations, was absent from that meeting on the Mexican island as a 

result of pressure from the United States. 


The independence of Belize on 21 September and its immediate inclusion as a full 


member of the United Nations and the Nonaligned Movement is now another cause for 
concern on he part of the United States regarding Central America. 
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The former British colony, located at the far end of Central America, borders 
Guatemala, where there has also been evidence of a rise in the revolutionary forces, 
and where the regime is opposed to the independence of Belize, claiming rights of 
sovereignty in that country. 


According to certain United States press sources, the White House is afraid that 
Belize’s entry into the community of independent nations might benefit the libera- 
tion movement in the region. 


The year was tragic for the Panamanians. On 31 July, Gen Omar Torrijos was killed in 
an air accient. He had achieved the return to Panama by the United States of sove- 
reignty over the interoceanic canal, supported the Sandinist National Liberation 
Front and believed in a political solution for El Salvador. 


According to his brother, Moises Torrijos, there is evidence leading to the fear 
that the accident was caused deliberately. And there is also some background 
information: in 1973, the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) contrived plans for 
assassinating Torrijos, a fact confirmed to the Panamanian leader himself by two 
former agents of that American espionage agency. 


On 24 May, a similar accident caused che death of the president of Ecuador, Jaime 
Roldos Aguilera, who had assumed the presidency in 1979 through elections, with a 
nationalist and anti-oligarchical program. A few months later, between late January 
and early February, that country was also embroiled in a border conflict with Peru 
at the very time of the marking of the 39th anniversary of the treaty of "peace, 
friendship and borders" between the two countries. 


From 18 to 20 September, Panama, pursuing the progressive line devised by Torrijos, 
was the site of a continental conference of solidarity with the people of Haiti, 
gathering for the first time in many years dozens of Haitian militants who are 
fighting the dictatorship of Jean Claude Duvalier, rightfully considered one of the 
worst in Latin America. 


The delegates signed a statement in which they agreed to back the unity of all the 
anti-Duvalier forces and condemned the United States’ intention of building a naval 
base at Cap-Haitien, in the north of Haiti, to complete a chain of installations 
between Puerto Rico and Guantanamo, the latter being Cuban territory illegally 
occupied by the United States. 


American Maneuvers 


With the excuse of stopping the constant flow to the United States of Haitians flee- 
ing from the political and economic pressure that prevails in their country, the 
United States Navy began in early October to patrol the area called the Windward 
Passage, between Haiti and Cuba, connecting the Atlantic with the Caribbean Sea. 


The United States held military maneuvers in Latin American and Caribbean waters all 
year Jong. The Solid Shield 81 maneuvers in May were followed by the Ocean Venture 
8] series, considered those of the greatest scope carried out in the Atlantic, which, 
in their Caribbean phase, included a mock invasion of the base at Guantanamo, and 
another of Grenada. 
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In addition to the Unitas operations, which began when the Ocean Venture 81 maneuvers 
had not yet concluded, the air and naval forces of the United States and Honduras 
held joint exercises between 7 and 9 October off the coasts of Nicaragua. The 

latter were interpreted as an American attempt to establish a permanent air and 

naval force on the Atlantic coasts of the Caribbean and Central America. 


Southern Cone 


The Southern Cone had two presidential changes. On 29 March, in Argentina, the 
power was assumed by Lt Gen (ret) Roberto Viola, heir of a galloping economic crisis 
which, among other things, caused inflation of 130 percent and the unemployment of 
over 1.3 million people. 


Uruguay introduced a new "president" with Lt Gen (ret) Gregorio Alvarez, who was 
in charge of starting a political program outlined by the Armed Forces so that 
everything would remain the same, albeit with a somewhat less hard facade. 


A heart attack at the end of September removed Gen Joao Figueiredo from the presi- 

dential chair. For the first time in 17 years of military regimes, the position of 
head of state in Brazil was assumed by a civilian, Vice President Aureliano Chaves, 
although only temporarily. 


On 11 March, Gen Augusto Pinochet became "constitutional president", put the new 
Constitution into effect and began a so-called transition period, with discretionary 
powers for governing Chile like a private estate. For this, he has the unlimited 
backing of Ronald Reagan, who is not concerned about human rights, not even out of 
diplomatic propriety. 


Pinochet is, indeed, far removed from internal calmness. The antifascist resistance 
continues to grow; the Movement of the Revolutionary Left (MIR) has announced that 

it is preparing the conditions for extending the urban guerrillas to the rural 

areas; and the left as a whole, meeting in Mexico, decided to pool its forces to 
revolt against the military regime, using all forms of struggle from an insurrectional 
perspective. 


The victims affected by the state's terrorism in Chile are added to those in El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti and Honduras. It is no metaphor: 1981 was a bloody year, 
and the top echelons of the United States Government are not dissociated from that 
situation. 


2909 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICA 


GOVERNMENT WILL GIVE PRIORITY TO EXPANSION OF TOURISM 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 18 Dec 81 p 18 


[Text ] 


_ ROSEAU, Dominica 
Dec. 17 (CANA): 
The ment of Domin- 
ica has embarked upon a 
programme of revitalisin 
the tourist, industry and is 
now in the process of 
updating legislation in 
order to keep it in line 
with the development of 
the industry, it was 
announced here today. 


Addressing the opening of 

Dominica tourist board 
Local Awareness Tourism 
Seminar here, Tourism 
Minister, Henry Dyer, 
said that his government 
was placing a lot of 
emphasis on the devel- 
opment of the tourist 
industry in order to assist 
in cutting unemploy- 
ment, improving foreign 
exchange earnings and 
the economy generally. 


The seminar which brings 
together personnel from 
within the tourist 
industry here, has as its 
theme “Dominica Wants 
Tourism and will 
inchude lectures from offi- 
cialk of the Caribbean 
tourism research and 
development centre in 
Barbados. 

Mr. Dyer said chat Domin- 
ica’s economy revolved 
around one agriculture 
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. ee nt 
and it was genera 

that the time had come 
te supplement that 


ustry. 
“] believe we will under- 
stand that the future of 
bananas in Dominica is 
very bleak, hence we 
must remove the depend- 
ence on agriculture in 


our economy,” The Min- 


ister said. 
Emphasis 

“This is not to say that we 
must forget agriculture, I 
am saying that we mus 
start ing for other 
industries to compliment 
our agricultura! economy 
and because of this we 
need to put more empha- 
sis on Tourism in Domin- 
ica,” he added. 

Mr. Dyer said that govern- 
ment was engaged in 
improving the industry 
and made reference to an 
additional 50,000 EC dol- 
lars (one EC dollar $7 
cents US) voted for the 
Tourism budget adding 
“This will indicate to vs 
that government has 
placed some importance 
in that industry.” 

The Minister said however, 
that for Dominica's tour- 
ist industry to keep in 
tune with the projected 
development it was neces- 


; 


\ 
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sary that existing legisla- 
tion on the Nyy oe 
1947 be updated. 


“I believe that we need to 


update this...legislation 
to keep it in tune with 
the development of the 
industry,” he said. The 
Dominica government 
was receiving assistance 
with this from the Carib- 
bean Tourism Association 
(CTA), he added. 


“We must understand that 


tourism is one industr 
where we can enhance 
our foreign reserves, we 
must understand that 
when we speak of -invis- 
ible income we speak of 
tourism,” he told partici- 
pants to the seminar. 


“You will understand chat 


the unemploymem situa- 
tion in Dominica is 
serious, just 28 it is 
serious in all other islands 
of the Caribbean. .we 
cannot afford to depend 
on government to employ 
all the people. 


“We must appeal to 


people in the private sec- 
tor to assist us in alleviat- 
ing the unemployment sit- 
uation, if you have a 
vibrant Tourist Industry 
it will make things bet- 
ter,” Mr. Dyer told the 
participants. 


_ Facilities” 


The two-day seminar spon- | 


sored the local office 
here will deal with such 
topics as “The Planning 
and Development of 
Tourist Resources and 
“Dominica as 
Seen Through the Eyes of 
the Visitors” and “Good 
Public Relations an Asset 
to Tourism”. | 


The public relations offi- 


cer of the Barbados 
Board of Tourism was 
among persons attending 
today s opening session. 








COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICA 


BRIEFS 


FRENCH FINANCIAL AID--Roseau, Sat. (Cana-Reuter)--Dominica is to receive a quarter 
million dollars in assistance from the French Agency for Cultural and Technical 
Cooperation, quite apart from projects approved for the year 1982-83. [Text] 
[Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 20 Dec 81 p 4] 


GREcTINGS TO INDIA--Roseau, J)ominica, 26 Jan (CANA)--Dominica today thanked 

India for its various forms of technical assistance and hoped that relations 
would be strengthened further as New Delhi celebrated its 32nd republic day. 

In a congratulatory cable to the Indian Government Prime Minister Eugenia Charles 
made reference to the "many people from India who are giving us valuable 
technical assistance." Ms Charles said the entire country joined her in sending 
greetings to the government and people of India. Miss Charles said: 'We have 
also had the advantage of having some of our students trained in India, we 
therefore in a special way feel that we have close ties with India and we rejoice 
with her in her celebrations and repeat our thanks for the friendship shown us 

in the past." The Indian community in Dominica is also.celebrating the occasion 
with a small function at which President Aurelius Marie will be among the invited 
guests, There are just over a dozen Indian families in Dominica involved mainly 


in agriculture, medicine and private business. [Text] [FL262158 Bridgetown CANA 
in English 2039 GMT 26 Jan 82] 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


ARMY: WE SUPPORT ONLY THE PEOPLE, NOT PARTIES 
San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 17 Dec 81 pp 3, 26 


[Text] Speaking in behalf of the armed forces, Minister of Defense Col Jose 
Guillermo Garcia said yesterday, "We will support no one but the people and we 
will permit neither fraud nor corruption during the elections." 


He explained that the armed forces will be only the guarantor of the honesty, 
freedom and cleanness of the elections and-~-to clear u» misunderstandings and 
accusations of the past--will not be a participant. 


He also said that the armed forces have requested the political parties not to 
involve military personnel on active duty in proselytizing or partisan matters 
"because the army will not be involved in the elections except in carrying out 
the constitutional function of guarantor." 


With regard to advice given by political parties or persons linked with political 
activity Colonel Garcia said, "No political party will show us the road we should 
follow because we already know it, because we already know where we are going and 
what are the obligations we are required to carry out under the Constitution... 
It would be better if the politicians who want to point out the road to the 

armed forces would take the road which they really should be taking for the 

good of the nation." 


Concerning the elections, he said that that is the road which our nation should 
follow so that the will of an entire people may assert itself for the benefit of 
the peace and prosperity of the nation. 


He said that all social sectors of the nation should ponder on the fact that it is 
not by violence that the highest levels of peace, work and prosperity can be 
attained but only by understanding that it is through elections that violence can 


be put to an end at the present time. 


Colonel Garcia pointed out that the people of El Salvador are sick and tired of 
so much vandalism against the interests of the majority. 


Finally, he said that all civil disorder should be stopped. It is being stirred 


up by extremist groups who follow foreign slogans, who mistakenly, either through 
deceit or conviction, commit outrage against the nation and support violence. 


9204 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 





ANEP ASKS GOVERNMENT FOR CLEARER FREE ENTERPRISE POLICY 





San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 18 Dec 81 pp 2, 86 


[Text] ANEP, the National Association of Private Enterprise, is asking the 
government to speak out clearly and objectively about the future of private 
enterprise in El Salvador. 


ANEP said in a special communique, "The confusing rhetoric of government spokes- 
men, sometimes excited and arrogant in tone, helps deepen the psychological 
_ depression which the Salvadoran production sector is suffering." 


The following is the full text of this communique: 


"ANEP, in fulfillment of its statutory obligations, has been waging a vigorous 
ideological and patriotic campaign in defense of the doctrinary and judicial 
foundations supporting the free enterprise system in our nation. 


"Throughout the ever worsening crisis which has existed since the final months 

of 1979 up to the present day, ANEP has played a role of primary importance in 
consolidating the unity of the productive sector. As the key representative 
organization for that sector, ANEP has constantly been concerned about the course 
followed by the political figures who are a part of the present government and 
who frequently express intentions and concepts which in no way favor or guarantee 
the maintenance of economic freedom. 


"The confusing rhetoric of the government spokesmen, sometimes excited and arro- 
gant in tone, helps deepen the psychological depression which the Salvadoran 
production sector is suffering. 


"It is well known that the Salvadoran entrepreneurs have been suffering from the 
destructive activities of the Marxist-Leninist terrorist groups. As a result of 
this, the private sector unjustly has paid an extremely high price in sacrifices 
for merely maintaining production activities so that the large majority of the 
Salvadorans who depend directly on free enterprise will not be added to the ranks 
of the unemployed. 


"Some days ago at a gathering in Miami Jose Napoleon Duarte represented himself 
as a fervent partisan and defender of private enterprise, committing himself to 
stimulate the national economy through appropriate and flexible mechanisms which 
will permit the strengthening of the Salvadoran production sector. 
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"Dr Julio Alfredo Samayoa, secretary general of the Christian Democratic Party 
[PDC] and minister of labor and social security, recently replied to certain 
comments made by the editorial writer of EL DIARIO DIE HOY, and as usual he made 
some inaccurate and irrelevant statements on matters regarding the private 
sector. 


"In his comments Samayoa tried to ease the concern of Salvadoran management 
circles over the nebulous communitarian ideas which the president of the Revolu- 
tionary Government Junta professes and wants to put into practice. 


"Without entering into a polemic on the question of whether or not the PDC has 
always taken a position favorable to private enterprise, let it suffice to recall 
that since this party came into power, the main PDC leaders have--in the press, 
the radio and television--emphasized the secondary significance of the production 
sector in political affairs, thus overlooking the constructive and vital role of 
private enterprise which, in spite of this attitude, continues to display its 
patriotic sense of responsibility by maintaining productive activities to the 
greatest possible extent. 


"The secretary general of the PDC states in the same note that it is an affront 
to the misery of hundreds of thousands of Salvadorans to pretend that those who 
sell fruit, vegetables and sweets are private entrepreneurs. 


"The minister tries to ignore the fact that the broad base supporting the free 
enterprise system consists precisely of this legion of small entrepreneurs who at 
great sacrifice and at their own risk go into the streets and the markets, and 
many go from house to house offering their merchandise. 


"From the point of view of the bureaucrats, the extraordinary and dynamic 
phenomenon of entrepreneurial activity is incomprehensible. This activity has 
its origin in the small individual enterprise which is the generating cell for 
a large part of the national economy. 


"When a person--and this is not understood by those who are not saturated with 
the philosophy of free enterprise--when a person at his own initiative and risk 
buys, for example, the necessary equipment for shining shoes or setting up a dry 
goods stand and so forth, that person has entered the area of private enterprise. 


"How many enterprises which yesterday were small have, by the efforts of their 
owners and the passing of the years, now become medium sized or large private 
businesses? Who can deny that great international enterprises were created 
through the efforts of a single man, sometimes with initial working capital of 
just $1, and now generate thousands of jobs or even hundreds of small private 
enterprises? 


"ANEP believes that by now enough time has gone by so that the government should 
begin talking clearly and objectively about what it thinks will be the future of 
private enterprise in our nation and should for the sake of reason stop using 
ambiguous language, because with rhetorical tricks and pleasant demagogic insinu- 
ations, the people do not solve their problems nor will the nation be resclied 
from the economic disaster it is in. San Salvador, 17 December 1981." 


9204 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


BRIEFS 


ARENA ON AGRARIAN REFORM--Major Roberto D'Abuisson, secretary general of the ARENA 
[Nationalist Republican Alliance] party, stated yesterday at the UDES lunch at 

the Camino Real Hotel, "We are not against the agrarian reform. What we oppose 

is the political reform which has been carried out." "What's more, we want the 
agrarian reform to be more complete. We will actually give the peasants covered 
by the reform the titles to their property; that is, we are going to make the 
agrarian reform truly national. We will also do our duty toward those whose 
property was expropriated. Finally, we will carry out the agrarian reform effi- 
ciently and peacefully. We want an agrarian reform under free enterprise," 
D'Abuisson said. He outlined what his party would do with a farmer's bank, the 
main stockholders of which would be the cooperatives. He made the criticism that 
at present that sector has a deficit of 72 million colons which BID (International 
Development Bank) has "bought." D'Abuisson also said that ARENA is against the 
nationalization of any bank, that the larger number of shares should be held by 
private persons. He also said that there should be established a workers’ bank 
which could very well receive annual payments from the management sector propor- 
tional in amount to the pay of their workers according to years of service. [Text] 
[San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 17 Dec 81 pp 3, 26] 9204 


GARCIA PLEADS FOR UNITY--On the occasion of the coming of Christmas and New Year 
Col Jose Guillermo Garcia, minister of defense, yesterday called for unity among 
the Salvadoran people and for brotherhood with the armed forces. The minister 
said that this is the proper moment for thought, not for accusing each other but 
for arriving at an understanding that we can no longer continue fratricidal strife 
instigated by foreign hands as is the case of the terrorist groups manipulated by 
Russia, Cuba and Nicaragua. He said that this is not merely an accusation but a 
reference to what can be deduced from the facts. All this is an obstacle to 
social harmony among Salvadorans but "with the help of God, it will be overcowe 
within a short period of time." He asked the youths who are involved in violence 
due to error or deception or lack of understanding, to think of their parents, 
brothers, sisters and friends and to return to the path of peace which all 
Salvadorans needs. He thanked and congratulated the thousands of young country- 
men who in recent months have abandoned the ranks of terrorist groups. He praised 
the virtues of the humble soldiers, noncommirsioned officers, officers and com 
manders who are in the trenches defending the nation against the attack by inter- 
national communism, and he asked the nation to be grateful to them. [Text] [San 
Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish i7 Dec 81 pp 2, 63] 9204 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


WHITEMAN EVALUATES OAS, OECS MEETINGS, U.S. POLICIES 


GRENADA 


St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 19 Dec 81 pp 24-25 


[Text } 


REPORTING on the results 
of the Organisation of 
American States (OAS) 
meeting juat concluded 
in St. Lucia, Minister ~ 
of Foreign Affairs, 
Unison Whiteman des- 
cribed Grenada's partici- 
pation.as "very useful." 
"Grenada was very 
satisfied with the bi- 
lateral talks that 
occurred, the team spirit 
and good working rela- 
tions that all Caribbean 
Community (Caricom) coun- 
tries maintained, and _ 
that Grenaca was able to 
clear up the financial 
backlog of debts to 
the OAS inherited 
from the Eric Gairy 
vears," he said. 
Acknowledging the con- 
cern that the OAS has in 
the past been "under the 
monopoly control of 
the United States", Min 
Whiteman noted that 
"this is loosening." 
"Although US representa- 
tive” General Alexander 
Haig came to the meet- 
ing to argue for support 


for the military junta in 
El Salvador, to censure 
Cuba and Nicaragua, 

he, in fact, was only 
able to accomplish a 
minimum of these object- 
ives." 

Seven nations of the 
29 member states, Mim 
Whiteman noted, opposed 
the US resolution on El 
Salvador, which called 
for those fighting the 
ruling junta to partici- 
pate in goverrment~-con- 
trolled elections. 

"Grenada opposed this 
on the basis that ina 
situation of ‘ civil 
war, it is childish 
and unrealistic to call 
on one side to put down 
its arms and vote,” 

Min Whiteman said. 

Also weakening US in- 
fluence in the OAS is 
it's “economic foot- 
dragging.” The US is 
$51.3 million (EC) in 
arrears in its financial 
commitments to the OAS 
and has, to this date 
presented no specific 
budgetary proposal 
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to make its own Carib- 
bean Basin Initiative a 
reality. har 

At this, the eleventh. 
General Assembly of the. 
OAS, the US, for the 
first time in the organi- 
sation's history, blamed. 
the US Congress for the 
Ronald Reagan Administra- 
tion's inability to make 
a specific dollar com 
mitment. 

Analysing this tactic, 
Min Whiteman said: "The 
-US is clearly using Con- 
gress as a scapegoat. 

If they can find over 
$200 billion (US) for 
the arms race, surely 
they can find a fraction 
of that amount to pay 
their” debts," 

"This tactic seems to 
be part of an overall 
US strategy to scale down 
its commitments to 
multi-lateral bodies 
and programmes in favour 
of bi-lateral arrange? 
ments where it can have 
more political clout," 

Commenting on the whole 
tone of this OAS meet- 





ing, Min Whiteman said: 
"The member countries 

were so overwhelmingly 
concerned about main- 
taining the Caribbean 

and Central America as 

a zone of peace that 

it undercut the Reagan 
administration's initiati- 
ves." 

"Unlike the US", he con- 
tinued, "Grenada achieved. 
the majority of :ts 
objectives.” Grenada was 
successful in co-sponsor- 
ing and passing a reso- 
lution on the particu- 
lar problems of small 
island states and in- 
strumental in laying the 
groundwork for arending . 
Article 8 of the OAS 
Charter, which now pro- 
hibits any state in- 
volved in a border dis- 
pute with a current 
OAS member from being 
admitted to the OAS " 

This article has cur- 
rent significance in 
the territorial disputes 
hetween Venezuela and 
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Guyana, and between 
Cuatemala and Belize. 

Another issue of con~ . 
cern was the mention 
‘made of Grenada in the 
OAS , Commission ori- 
Human Rights report as 
violating human rights 
by suspending publica- 
tion of the "Torchlight" 
and "Grenadian Voice" 
newspapers. 

"This reference", 
said Min. Whiteman, "was 
based on the presumption, 
without investigation, 
that there was no court . 
system functioning in 
Grenada since the Revolu- 
tion. This impression ., 
was corrected at the OAS 
conference and our res- 
ponse included in the 
final report." 


Following the OAS meet- 


ing, Min Whitenan stayed 
on in St. Lucia to par- 
ticipate in the inaugural 
meeting of the Organisa- 
tion of Eastern Carib- 
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bean States 


(OECS). The 
twe items on the OECS 
agerida were the admission 
of non-independent states 
to the organisation and 
the choice of headquarters. 

The OECS approved the 
admission of non-inde- 
pendent states, making 
St. Kitts-Nevis and 
Montserrat eligible for 
membership. 

“fn‘’a similar spirit 
of regional unity, it 
was decided that the a 
headquarters should be 
the joint responsibility 
of St. Lucia, which will 
house the political sect~- 
ions of the OECS, and 
Antigua, which will 
house its economic arm. 


This inaugural meetina 
will revonvene on January 


15. 





COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


WHITEMAN DENIES GOVERNMENT VIOLATES HUMAN RIGHTS 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 24 Dec 8l p 3 


[Text] 


ST 
Wednesday 
Grenada's 
Unison 


(CANA) — 
Foreign Minister 
Whiteman ._ has 
dismissed suggestions that the 

island’s leftist government 
violates the rights of people in 
the country. 

Mr. Whiteman told the 
ournalists that the New Jewel 

ovement (NJM) Govern- 
ment which came to power in 
a March 13, 1979, coup does not 
brutalise’ anyone’ but in fact 
has wi out brutality and 

ression in Grenada. 
noted that before the 

hoe ey pty which 
to e Eric a 
there was a of 
repression in the country 
which, the “M 
o re oe 


oose Gan 

linked to the 
Prime Minister -went 
on the rampage beating 
people, as well as violating the 
rights vf individuals. 

hiteman’s ‘said that he 
himself was a victim of = 
heed as well as Ru 
Minister Maurice Bishop, who 
was shot dead in 1974 at the 
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GEORGES Grenada 


the father of P ;. 


height of civil disturbances in 
the country. . 

Grenadian Minister 
charged that people who have 
been taken into custody 
following the coup against Sir 
Eric are being treated 
humanely anda d that even 
members of the ‘ 006 e 
Gang” were apg i. 
**not a: 
were ee e 


“Our revolution has wiped 
out brutality of man by 


an,and we 
abott this,” he said. ° 


On the question of 
detainees in go 


Whiteman » hog 
sh ope as 


small number on 
held as deta 

they are being treated 
humanely. 


RB dn. 3 that their cases as: 
in essed as 
posable, noting: that over 90 
per per cent of the the people detained 
in the wake of the coup against 
Sir Eric have been released. 
, however, said that of the 


remaining ones some have 
been tried and convicted 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


GOVERNMENT STATEMENT NOTES PROGRESS IN HUMAN RIGHTS 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 16 Dec 81 p 10 





[Text] St George's--Grenada, where a leftist Government seized power almost three 
years ago, says it has made tremendous progress in the areas of economic, social 
and cultural rights, as well as civil and political rights. 


The left-leaning Government made the statement as it observed Human Rights Day. 


The Government said that during the year it has made achievements in the areas of 
economic, social and cultural rights with the building of community centres, day 
care centres, pre-primary schools and medical centres throughout the country. 


The statement said one of its most outstanding achievements was the introduction 
of nationwide free secondary education which followed closely on the introduction 
of free medical services. 


In the area of civil and political rights, the country's experiments in the area 
of "popular democratic" participation made tremendous progress with the growth of 
parish, zonal and workers council's as well as women's parish councils and youth 
parish meetings, the statement said. 


These organs, according to the Government statement, have all begun to have 
permanent influence on the country's administration. 


Significant 


The statement said that these councils have played important and significant 
roles in the decision-making process and had directly influenced action in many 
areas, including the drafting of a new rent law and the provision of a national 
transport system. 


It said that next year the Government would develop these organs of “popular 
democracy" further thus enduring and providing for the first time in the history 
of the country the exercise of the right to consistently participate in the 
Government of the country by all Grenadians. 


59 


"This process will continue unabated, in spite of open aggression and propaganda, 
both economic and violent from U.S. imperialism and the continued violation of 
our fundamental and inviolable right to freely determine our own political path, 
and pursue our own ecc.omic, social and cultural development as enshrined in 
Article 1 of the United Nations International Bill of Human Rights," the state< 


ment said. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


STRACHAN IN JAMAICA TELLS PRESS OF DEMOCRATIC GAINS 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 21 Dec 81 pp 10-11 


{Text ] 


KINGSTON iPS} — 
Uemployment in Greneda 
has been reduced by 7 000 or 
41.2 per cent in the two and a: 
half years since the People’s 
Revolutionary Government 
(PRG) of Prime Minister 
Maurice Bishop came to 
office. ; 
Grenada’s Mobilisation 
Minister Selwyn Strachan 
told a news conference here 
Thursday thet the PRG had 
inherited an unemployment 
rate of 50 per cent or 17 000 
people of the 34 000 strong 
work force in March 1979 
when the New Jewel 
Movement ousted the ad- 
ministration of Premier Eric 
Gairy. 

Strachan, who is in 
Jamaica as 8 special! guest of 
the Workers’ Party of 
Jamaica (Marxist-Leninist) at 
its second congress now 
underwey here, said that in 
the first year after the 
revolution, 2 500 jobs were 
created. 

At present 10 000 people 
are unemployed. 

Strachan said the jobs had 
been created mainiy from 
infrastructural development 
of the country. ‘ 

He said the government's 
plan to wipe out unem 
ployment totally involved 
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turning to the land, and 
introducing . modern 
agriculturai techniques 
inorder to attract young 
people to & career-' in that 
sector. 

‘Strachan said a@ two per 
cent economic growth hed 
been achieved in Grenada 
despite the fact that the export 
trade had suffered because of - 
the world economic cisis, ' 
drastic decdine in the price of 
cocoa, and the fail in the sale 
of nutmeg, principal money 
earners of the Eastern 
Caribbean island. 

The gromth level, assessed 
by an International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) team, resulted 
from en upsurge in con- 
struction activities, Strachan 
said. While revenue earnings 
suffered, there wes a definite 
rise in construction because 
of the stress on development 
of the country’s infra- 
structure. 

Commenting on & cam 
paign by . Conservative 
Caribbean media against the 
revolutionary government, 
Strachan said this would have 
no effect on the masses of 
Grenadian people who were 
daily becoming more awere, 
and more revolutionary. 

He said that despite the 
campaign, the revolution 
continued to enjoy popular 
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problems and 


support internally and ex- 
ternally because of its 
significant: gains in the areas 


wes ready and 
willing to defend the 
revolution against external 


“ aggression. 


He ssid new democracy - 
was being built in Grenada 
under which several councis 
for women, youth, workers, 


‘farmers and others met 


regularly at the community 
level to discuss their 
’ A make 
eyggestions to the govern- 
(ment. 


_Grenadians were par- 
tidpating in the every-day 
running: of their country 


Instead of waiting for five 


seconds once every five years 
to exercise their democretic 
rights: 





COUNTRY SECTION 


BISHOP DELIVERS CLOSING SPEECH TO SOLIDARITY CONFERENCE 


St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 28 Nov 81 p 9 


{Text ] 


The closing address at 
the historic Solidarity 
Conference an Wednesday 
was delivered by Prime 
Minister Bishop ,who noint- 
ed out that the solidarity 
conference served to im 
press upon Grenadians 
several important lessons 
which will always be re- 
membered -- the meaning 
of true solidarity and in- 
ternationalisn. 

"Our struggle," he said, | 
"is not unique. It was 
not fought for the first 
time in the history of 
mankind, but is one many 
have walked before, and 
are walking today, out . 
of the conviction that even 
though the road is long, 
it is the only one -- that 
of destroying imperial- - 
ism.” | 

"It also reminds us," 
he said, "that we share 
common problems, common 
struggles, and a common 
enemy." ) 

The different friend- 
ship societies with Gre- 
nada show that the "peo- 
ple of Europe and North 


America are not our enemies 
but our friends, that our 
enemies are the fascists > 
and imperialism,” &é con- 
tinued. - 

PM Bishop noted that the 
conference also emphasises 
"the correctness of the 
path of socio and economic 
development which we see 
‘in Grenada." Grenadians, 
he said, have now taken 
arming the people for crant- 
ed. 

They have come ‘to learn 
what they can from the re- 
“olutionary processes in. 
this region -- that most 
of them fell because the 
people weren't armed, he 
said.Instead, they relied 
on standing armies that 
got involved in coup ad’ 
etats. 

When people asked why 
the PRG was not afraid 
to arm the people, he 
answered that on March 13, 
when the True Blue army ~ 
barracks was attacked, the 
people trusted, respected 
and knew the New Jewel 
Movement and its leader- 
ship, and what they knew 
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about them in 1979, they _ 
know one million times “+ 
more in 1981. 373 

He pointed out that al- : 
though the Grenadian peo= - 
ple weren't many in num.’ ~ 
ber, they were confident, ~~ 
united and determined.’ .«. 
They are the resources, - 
land, future and riches of’ 
the country, and he was con- 
fident that although the -- 
island was small, its peo-’ 
ple would make history in. 
the region. " 

PM Bishop's ianeindaiant: 
that the PRG would aid in 
equipping a school for Namib- 
ians built by the Cubans 
in Cuba, was greeted with 
prolonged applause by the 
delegates and Grenadians 
present. 

He said that although 
Grenada was poor and had 
no natural resources, 
it would share what it 
had,even if that was po- 
verty, and will rollow the 
Namibian struggles and 
will always stand on princi- 
ple, because "a revolu- 
tion is one and indivisi- 
ble. There are no big revo- 
lutions and. small .cevolu- 
tioris.. All revolutions. 
are revoelitions and ‘all. must 
be ‘sspported. ” teeth 

On US lies implicating 
Vietnam, Cuba and Nicaragua 
in the liberation struggle 
in El Salvador, he said: 
"Their lies are now our 
wtreat allies, and the more 
they lie, the more their 
lies can be used to show the 
world, because lies could 
never be a weapon against 


truth.” 
PM Bishop condemned the 


claims by some Caribbean 


heads of state that be- 
cause. of the Grenada Revo- 
lution, their countries 
were unable to get US aid. 
It is an “interesting. 
‘fact of history," he ~~ 
said, that until two years 
ago, little aid was given 
to the region. 

‘Reading from a document 
entitled "Security Assist- 
ance. Programme", ‘which 
listed all the countries 
of the Eastern Carik’ ean 
except Grenada, he stated 
that next year the US plans 
to: sell $14.8 million (EC) 
in arms to these countries, 
$2.7 million for Jamaica 
and $5.4 million for Barhba- 
dos. In 1981, the document 
stated that it expected 4 
to have sold $13.5 million — 
worth of arms to. Barbados 
and°$4.2 million to Jamaica. 

The document show that 
in 1980 $10.8 million was 
given to the region, but 
in- 3382, this has increas- 
ed 16 times. 

PM Bishop made svecial 
mention of Jamaica which 
did.not receive any money 
in 1930, brt. received 
$1).0.7 million ih 1981, 
and will receive $113.4 
million in 1982. 

--PM Bishop finally stated 
that -he hoped that more 


such solidarity meetings 


would take place more of- 
ten, and pledged the Gre. 
mada people's continued 
Support for all the strugd- 
les of the world's _peoples 


‘against neo-colonialism, 


fascisn, colonialism, ani 
racism. 

"The Grenada Revolutia: 
has no plans of turning 
back. We will continue tc 


63 








go forward with revolution- 
ary firmness." 

In 1960, he said, the 
US had said that there was 
never going to be another 
Cuba. In 1979, they seid 
no more Grenadas and Nicara- 
guas, and by next year, he 
hoped, they would be saying 
no more Namibias and South 
Africas, until finally the 
world would have achieved 
victory against imperial- 
isn. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


CHURCHES APPEAL TO PRG ON BEHALF OF POLITICAL PRISONERS 


Bridget>wn ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 28 Dec 81 p 3 


[Text ] 


ST GEORGES Grenada 
Sunday (CANA) — Leaders of 
Christian churches in 
Grenada have made a special) 
appeal to Prime Minister 

aurice Bishop and the 
Peoples Revolutionary 
Government (PRG) here on 
behalf of political prisoners 
being held by the G, and 
have expressed the hope that 
Grenada will have a_ con- 
‘stitution and general elections 
soon. 

The sentiments were ex- 
pressed in a Christmas 
message sent to the citizens of 
Grenada by the Grenada 
conference of churches, 
(CCG) and read in all CCG 
churches Friday. 

“We pray that the ho 
stirred up within our hearts by 
certain “utterances made 

ublicly by our Prime 
Minister as well as other 


ministers of Government will 
be justified,”’ the message 
savs. 

“And (we hope) especially 
that the leaders of our country 
will deem it fit and proper to 
release, soon, the tainees 
against whom no charge be 
laid, and to charge the other. 
and bring them to a speedy 
and just trial.” 


O: 3025/123 


Cc? 
wh 


A source close to CCG said 
Friday the “utterances” 
referred to were Prime 
Minister Bishop's promise, 
when he atten Com- 
monwealth heads of govern- 
ment conference in Australia 
early in October, that 
Grenada would soon be 
moving to draft a new con- 
stitution and that general 
elections would be held as 
soon as the document had 


eee celts 


was ded by the PRG 
follow the March 1979 coup 
that brought Bishop’s New 


Jewel Movement (NJM) to 


power. 

With reference to the 
release of the political 
risoners, the remy said 
hat ‘time and again’ CCG has 
expressed to Bishop its deep 
concern and, ‘now at this holy 
season of goodwill, we once 
more express our concern, 
arid we make a special appeal 
to him and his government on 
behalf of the detainees and 

their families.’ 

The message commended 
the PRG for ‘its programmes 
that truly lead our people to 
genuine freedom and 
categorical] pee — 
intention, duty -and privilege 
of COR as churches, to 
participate in such 
programmes. 
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CCG pledged its com- 
oer Grenadians ‘in the 
n wee takin 
place’ and appealed to 
member churches, to be in- 
volved in every liberative 
action yi rbd the he 
or any organisa enga 
in such action on behalf of 
Grenadians. 

CCG comprised the Roman 
Catholic, Anglican, Methodist, 
Presbyterian. and Churches, 
the Salvation Army, African 


Methodist Epi Church, 
Church of west Indian 
Spiritual Baptists. 


The CCG chairman is 
Roman Catholic Bishop of 
Grenada, Sydney Charles. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


PUBLIC WORKERS CALL FOR 'RADICAL' CHANGES IN UNION 


Jt Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 28 Nov 81 p 3 


[Text ] 


THE historic events taking 
pea in the Public Work- } 
ers' Union (PWU) continued 
this week, with a special’ 
general meeting on Tues- 
day, at which a large 
section of the union's 
membership called on 
its executive, to insti- 
tute radical fundamental | 
changes in the -PWU's. _ 
structure and functioning. 

The meeting followed .. 
the historic one on Nov-’ » 
ember 12, at which 386. °\4 
workers o= the largest . i 
number to meet to dis-, 
cuss issues other than ' 
Salaries and allowances— | 
passed two resolutions 
calling for democratisa- , 
tion of the. PWU and for 
a programme . of activities 
for the future. 

These resolutions were 
forwarded to the execu- 
tive, and were the main . 
points of discussion at. 
the meeting, chaired by 
PWU .president Septimus 
Forsythe. 

In the days preceding -. 
the meeting, the PWU 
executive had issued . 


‘ . 4 
ute Ate cane =. s* 


circ “eo me 


Culars indicating™ 
an only "financial: =: 
members" would be allow-. 
ed to enter the ree 
place. 

Beg: was seen bir many 
a tactic to limit 

a number of members at’ 
the meeting, and to keep 
out those public work- 
ers who are calling for 
radical” Ghanges 
that... would affeet the. 
present composition of 
the executive and the _ -j 
general ‘council, PWU! s 
governing © bodies.* 4 

However, public workerd 
were determined. oe 4 
attend the meeting, and + 
several speakers from. ° 


the floor pointed out’ 

that there had - been. 
apparent efforts to. 

keep applicants from ~ 
receiving “membership cards. 

The executive however 

denied this; saying that 
. there were "structural 
problems,” > ay ' pre-! 
vented the full mobili< 
sation of public workers ; 
to join PWU.. 

, it is such’ structural 
problems that the resolu- 


~~ 


Pamete A Me eee 
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tion on democratisation ™ 
seeks to redress. It ‘ 
also calls for the demo- 
cratic election of minis- 


terial representatives 
to the general council,' 
instead of the present , 
practice of their being. 
elected or appointed in 
the absence of ministry 
workerS» | 

The resolution also 
calls for the leaders’ 
better accountability 
to the general member- 
ship, for monthly general - 
meetings, -- Tuesdav's 

was the first ‘genera: 
meeting since the 


election of the last execu- 


tive six months aqo -- 
and for early circula- 


tion of the agenda for 
Such meetings... = “4 " 
. Another: resolution; _ 
passed ~ at” the November 
12 meeting, and for- _ 
wi rded to the executive, 
ovtlines a number of =*:>-' 
activities membe: would 
like undertaken in 
months ahead, in view 


of the apparent lack of |; 


CSO: 3025/122 


a orogramme of activities” 
to guide the present 
executive. ges) 

The aim is to make 
internal changes, that 
will make the union : 
more vibrant and bring 
it into line with the 
progressive nature — 
characterising trade uni- 
ons in Grenada since 
the march 13, 1979 
Revolution. .. - 

The majority of the 
members at Tuesday's meet- 
ing wanted the two 
resolutions adopted 
immediately. 

However, Forsvthe suggest: 
ed that the resolutions 
be further discussed at 
a general council meet- .- - 
ing with representatives. 
from the general -member- 
shin. 

This suggestion was 
accepted, on condition 
that general members 
is informed_of what 
takes: place at the 
meeting. That too was 
agreed upon, but no date 

was announced for the 
meetina,. 


: 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


LOUISON DISCUSSES ROLE OF WORKERS IN COMMERCIAL SECTOR 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 22 Dec 81 p 10 


(Text ] 


ST GEORGE'S, Grenada, 

Monday (CANA) — The 
People's Revolutionary 
Government (PRG) of 
Grenada sees the employees 
in the commercial sector as 
workers who are in control of 
a key area of the economy, 
according to Agriculture 
Minister George Louison. 
_ Mr. Louison said that the 
left-leanin Grenada 
Government felt that workers 
ir the commercial sector in 
this country control the ‘‘vital 
aspects of trade as it relates to 
the entire Grenadian 
economy. 

He was at the time 
delivering the feature address 
ata special meeting held here 
last night to celebtate the 25th 
anniversary of the Com- 
merical and Industria] 
Werkers Union (CIWU). 

Mr. Louison said that the 
Grenada Government 
believed that it was the 
commercial sector which had 
to ensure that at all times 
Grenadians receive food, as 
well as see to it that the 
distribution of various items 
was spread throughout the 
country. 

He added that the PRG felt 
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that one of the tasks the 
workers in the local com- 
mercial sector would have to 
play increasingly was that of 
ensuring that at no time the 
businessmen hoard goods in 
an effort to & pressure on the 
government. 


You have to ensure in your 
sexior that the shelves are 
always full and that that act of 
destabilisation is never ever 
used against the working 
rs of our country,” he 
said. 

Mr. Louison warned that in 


the years ahead workers 


throughtout Grenada woul 
have to increase their 
Porgy in an effort to 
elp push forward the 
Grenada revolution and to 
improve the economy. 


He said that in 1982 em- 
plovees would have to put out 
more at their workplaces to 
ensure that greater produc- 
tion becomes a reality, so that 
surplus can be achieved with a 
view to further developing the 
programmes of the revolution. 


“We have to see to it that 
1982 has to also become a year 
of workers democracy at the 
work place more and more. 


and that you have to build the 
systems of emulation at the 
work place, and that you have 
to be involved in production, 
and see to it that different 
conunittees are established to 
see that production can go 
forward,” he said. . 
Grenadian Minister 
said that the PRG felt that 
workers should have a voice in 
the running of their. work 
places, so that-decisions which 
affect their lives can be made 
by the workers themselves. 
Mr. Louison said that 
workers should not only be 
called upon to implement the 
decisions made b 
management, but that these 
decisions shoula emerge as 
part of the active participation 
of workers. 7 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


BRIEFS 


COOPERATION WITH SURINAME--Paramaribo, Suriname, Monday (CANA)--Suriname and 
Grenada have agreed to co-operate in the development of their forestry and agri- 
cultural industries. This has been disclosed here by the Suriname Minister of 
Agriculture, Mr. Frand Vreden, who said he held discussions with his Grenadian 
counterpart in Rome where they attended the annual congress of the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO). In a Press statement, Mr. Vreden said that 
counterpart, Mr. George Louison, noted that Grenada valued its contacts with 
Suriname and would like to send a delegation to this country to study the trans- 
portation methods being used in the forestry industry. Mr. Louison told of plans 
by the Peoples Revolutionary Government to expand forestry industry and Suriname 
could advise on this. According to Mr. Vreden, Mr. Louison expressed the view 
that serious consideration should be given by Caribbean countries to programmes 
of co-operation in agricultural development. The two ministers also discussed 
various production methods about cocoa and banana with Mr. Louison. [Text] 
[Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 23 Dec 81 p 11] 


SUPPORT FOR CARICOM SUMMIT--Kingston (GNA)--Grenada'’s National Mobilisation 
Minister, Selwyn Strachan, has expressed confidence that a meeting of Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM) Heads of Government will be held in 1982. Speaking in Jamaica, 
while attending the congress of the Worker's Party of Jamaica (WPJ), Strachan said 
that Grenada has been making efforts to have the CARICOM Summit held early in 
1982. He said Grenadian Prime Minister Maurice Bishop has been talking with 

other regional leaders on the possibility of bringing about the long-awaited 
meeting. A CARICOM Summit has not been held in the last six years. A “mini- 
summit'’ took place in Australia earlier this year when the leaders of Barbados, 
Grenada, Jamaica, Belize and Guyana held private discussions during the Common~ 
wealth Summit. [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 21 Dec 81 p 10] 


UNION MEMBERSHIP PROPOSAL--St. Georges (GNA)--The People's Revolutionary Govern- 
ment of Grenada is studying proposed legislation to make trade union representa- 
tion compulsory. The Justice Ministry in the island is said to be studying a 
draft amendment of the country's Trade Union Recognition Act. Behind the move is 
the Grenada Trades Union Council which is understood to have prepared and sub- 
mitted the draft of the new legislation to the recently created Justice Ministry. 
According to reports, if the proposed legislation becomes law, all non-union 
employees at agencies with a recognised bargaining agent will have to pay a 
monthly subscription equal to union membership dues. [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA 
CHRONICLE in English 21 Dec 81 p 1] 








MINISTER ON BRITISH STATEMENT--St Johns, Antigua, 19 Jan (CANA)--Grenada's 
foreign minister, Unison Whiteman, has reacted angrily to a comment by the 
British minister of state in the foreign and commonwealth office Richard Luce, 
that his government was worried over the human rights situation in Grenada. 

The Grenada foreign minister said "It is rather absurd" for Mr Luce, who is 

how visiting a number of countries of the Caribbean, to single out Grenada 

as having a human rights problem. 'Well, Grenada is not alone and there are 
several other countries in the Caribbean who have detainees before, and who 
still have detainees now, so I think it is rather absurd for him to point his 
hand to Grenada," Whiteman declared. He said she British Government has a large 
number of detainees in northern Ireland and that Mr Luce should check his facts 
before he "puts his mouth in Grenada's business." "Let me say that there is a 
small number of detainees in Grenada. As you know, a few days ago 24 det.ainees 
were released out of the generosity of the revolution," he said. The Grenada 
foreign minister said that his government did not tort.ire people and was holding 
a small number of people, not for their views, but for concrete acts of sabotage 
against the government in St Georges or because they were a threat to the 
security of the country. Mr Whiteman said his government was in the process of 
putting the detainees before the court as speedily as possible and was releasing 
them as quickly as it could. As far as he and his government were concerned, 
Grenada did not have a human rights problem, he said. [Text] [FL192206 
Bridgetown CANA in English 2053 GMT 19 Jan 82] 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


BRIEFS 


INTERIOR VOTES--Guatemala, 27 Jan (ACAN-EFE)--The Guatemalan army will be 

in charge of transporting the votes from the interior of the country to the 
capital after the 7 March elections when Guatemala elects a new president. 

This was announced today by several vice presidential candidates who met 
yesterday with National Defense Minister Gen Rene Mendoza Palomo to discuss 
electoral details. The Guatemalan army, which in past elections has been 
accused of committing electoral fraud, has been entrusted by the political 
parties with the protection, during the most decisive hours, of the votes 

that will determine the destiny of this Central American country for 1982-1986. 
In the 7 March elections, a president, a vice-president, 61 congressional 
deputies, and all municipal and village mayors will be elected. According 

to Leonel Sisniega, vice president candidate for the anti-communist National 
Liberation Movement (MLN), "the violent situation of Guatemala advises that 

the armed forces be the one to transport the votes." On his part, Christian 
Democrat Roberto Carpio, vice-president candidate for the moderate left coalition, 
trusts that the armed forces will remain impartial, although 4 years ago his 
party criticized electoral irregularities. [Ricardo Medina] [Excerpts] 
[PA281259 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 1648 GMT 27 Jan 82] 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


GUYANA 


IMF REPORTEDLY WITHDRAWS FROM LOAN AGREEMENT WITH GUYANA 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 16 Dec 81 p 9 


[Text } 


GEORGETOWN, Guyana, Dec. 14,(CANA) 

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has with- 
drawn from an extended loan arrangement of 150 mil- 
lion special drawing rights(1$$.5 million U.S. dollars) 
with Guyana following declines in the cconomy, the 
weekly"Catholic Standard” newspaper has reported. 

However, Finance Minister Salahuddin detlined to 
deny or confirm the report. “I cannot respond to your 
query. We have not responded to the Catholic Stand- 
ard, “the Minister told CANA. 

The “Catholic Standard" added that “The IMF 
‘withdrawal’ does not mean that the fund will have 
nothing more to do with Guyana, but racher that the 
presuppositions put forward by the government for eco- 


nomic recovery must now be complecely re-examined 
by the fund.” 

Quoting what is said were reliable sources, the 
paper reported that about 500 workers from the govern- 
ment rs Guyana Rice Board had recently lost 


their ; 

“the total number of workers to lose their jobs will 
be nearer 15,000 in the next ‘ew months as the govern- 
ment tries to meet the savings \ argets that will allow fur- 
ther drawdowns from the IM." and pravide matching 
funds to meet other loans tc be provided by Inter- 
national developmeat organisations operating in 
Guyana,” the newspager repc ted. 

In July this year Guyana entered an extended 
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arrangement with the IMF, raising a three-year loan 
approved in July 1980 to 150 million SDR's. 

Measures under the economic package to improve 
productivity and public sector savings included a 17 per- 
cent depreciation in the Guyana currency, increases in 
taxes, and reductions in current expenditures. 

Govetnment spokesmen have attributed the coun- 
try’s economic problems to production declines in the 
export areas of rice, sugar and bauxite. 

Sugar production is expected to fall by about 
20,000 long tons short of the $17,000-ton target for the 
year, rice to 50,000 long tons below the target of 
220,000 tons, and officials in the bauxite sector also say 
output has dropped. 








COUNTRY SECTION 


GAWU STATEMENT REBUTS 'SMEARS' FROM WASHINGTON 


Georgetown MIRROR in English 20 Dec 81 p 4 


[Text ] 


THE Guyana Agricultural and 
General Workers’ Union has 
issued the following press state- 
ment sharply rebutting the lies 
and smears dauhed on the union 
by the Reagan regime in the 
USA: 

The age old technique of the 
‘divide and rule’ policy is evi- 
dent in the cecent American 
claim that Cuba was involved 
in the 1977 sugar strike in 
Guyana. 

The strike which lasted 135 
days was called by the Guyana 
Agricultural and General Work. 
ers’ Union for the ‘profit share’ 
and was the longest strike in 
Guyana’s history. 

Tne Union rejects as untrue 
any involvement in the strike 
mu) any torm by the Cubans. 

The workers were able to 
hold out at tremendous sacri- 
fices, in spite of police tyran- 
ny, seizure of foodstuffs and 
harassment in the courts as 
they felt a genuine sense of 
grievance against the anti- 
working class policies of the 
government. 

The solidarity which they re- 


ceived from Canada, from the brought about the deaths of 


Caribbean, and from the Sagar 
Refinery workers of the Thames 
Sugar Refinery in England as- 
sisted them to resist the PNC’s 
campaign of slander, and its 
wide use of the military, police, 
civil servants and scabs. 

It cannot be denied, however, 
that it was the American gov- 
ernment following the suspen- 
sion of the Waddington Consti. 
tution in October 1953 which 
brought about the smashing of 
the TUC and the dismember- 
ment of the militant trade un- 
ions which incidentally led to 
the caricatures in the trade 
union movement today. 

But it was in the 1960’s when 
the most massive destabilisation 
plan was perpetrated CIA 
agents besides masquerading as 
trade unionists and churchmen 
pumped millions of American 
dollars into the coffers of the 
PNC and what was left of the 
trade unions. As was to be ex- 
pected a great deal of the loot 
went into the pockets of certain 
individuals. 


It was these funds which 


~ 
iw 


nearly two hundred Guyanese 
and sent millions of dollars 
worth of property up in smoke, 

Thousands of jobs went with 
these lawless acts, besides, the 
way was cleared for the sub 
version of every single Guyan<« 
ese institution. 

As everyone knows the work. 
ers are smarting because of the 
denial of their trade union 
rights. 

They cannot hope to obtain 
even the minimum wage of $14 
per day negotiated with gov- 
ernment since 1977, while the 
cost of living soars and soars. 

The Guyanese working class 
will shortly be faced with the 
task of ousting the American- 
sponsored PNC government 
which has frustrated democra- 
cy in the country. It is expected 
that they will struggle a8 reso. 
lutely and as determinedly as 
their colleagues in the cane 
fields and sugar factories did 
four years ago. 

This is one way open to them 
to remove the parasites who sit 
on their backs. 


GUYANA 





COUNTRY SECTION 


GUYANA 


EDITORIALS ANALYZE BORDER ISSUE, GUYANA'S RESPONSES 


Need for Public Resolve 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 15 Dec 81 p 6 


[Editorial: 


[Text ] 


A number of questions arise from the notice served 
by the government of Venezuela that the Protocol of 
Por t-of-Spain should not be extended when its initial 
term ends on June 18, next year. What is the real 
significance of this action? 

What is Venezuela up ts? Why the beilicose 
statements by its leaders just one day before serving 
the notice? Will she just make frightening noises — 
or is an invasior from the west really imminent? 
What are we to do? 

One condusion that emerges from the chain of 
events ending with the notice is that country’s 
obvious dislike for binding diplomatic arrangements. 
For, as Attorney General and Minister of Justice 
Mohamed Shahabuddeen pointed out last Saturday, 
‘the first time the Venezuelan authorities took a 
Gear position in terms of the validity of the Protocol 
coincided with their carnpaign preparing the ground 
for its termination. Same with the 1899 award: same 
with the Protocol. Yet, the fact that—if only by their 
notice—itey have perforce accepted that the 
Protocoi is binding indicates ‘hat international 
pressure and other arcumstances can pressureeven 
the intranisgent Venezuela to recognise that 
diptomatic relations are more than a show of cowboy 
supreniacy. 

Which brings us to the question of whether we 
should rule out the beilicose statements emanating 
from Caracas. Clearly, we snouid not. if influential 
members of the ‘/enezueian leadership say that the 
military option shouid not be ruied cut, who are 
we — Guyanese — to dedde that they are not serious? 
in this regard, the statements of the Venezuelan 


"No Panic, no Complacency” ] 
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schoiar—Sadio Garavini—who represents his 
couctry s interests here in the condition of 
Anybassedor Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
should be noted carefully. Says Or. Garavini, 
comestic politics is of prime importance. Says Dr. 
Garavini, he does not believe that his government 
would be moved to exercise the military option. 
Note: he does not commit himself]. But, adds Dr. 
Garavini, there are forces within Venezueia which 
are advocating such moves. 

For diplomatic reasons, as well as for the sake of 
discussion, we shall assume that Dr. Garavini’s own 
sentiments, like our own, are in favour of peace. In 
those Grcumstances, two things need to be done. 
Guyana and those other members of the in- 
ternational community who believe in peace, justice, 
decency and international legality nmtust continue to 
indicate to Venezuela, in no uncertain terms, that 
today’s world has no piace for old-time 
conquistadores. And those persons within Venezuela 
who believe in peace must make their voices heard 
and their positions accepted in the interest of their 
country and ours. And they must heip their country 
to find @ way out of this problem — Protocol or no 
Protocol — which responds to our right to seif- 
determination and territorial integrity. 

if our diplomatic representatives - thanks be to 
them! -- have a continued responsibility to k2ep the 
world on the QUIVIVE and Venezuela on its toes, the 
Guyanese people as a whole are not without 
responsibilities in this matter. In the first place, we 
must avoid both compiacency and panic. We must 
remember Dr. Garavini’s public acceptance that 





there are belligerents In high places in his country. 
So we must prepare for any eventuality while our 
diplomats work for the most quiet resioution of a 
problem in whicn we are right and are being 
wronged. P 

Our preparation must be military, phychological 
and economic.{[We don't want to harp on this, but 
every potential kitchen gardener must act now, 


recognising that, in some respects, it ail comes down 
to food and other supplies. } 

In preparing, let us not be afraid. As the Leader of 
this netion said on Sunday, very often it is not the 
size of the gun but the man behind the gun and the 
justice of his cause which decide many a conflict. In 
justice, there is strength. That is our message to our 
countrymen. That is our message to the hawks in the 
Venezuelan hierarchy. 


Role of Militia 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in Englisrt 16 Dec 81 p 6 


[Editorial: 
[Excerpts ] 


The most immediately damaging aspect cf 
Venezueia’s intentions is that very severe restraints 
have been put upon our legitmate economic 
aspirations and plans for the development of our 
material and human resoruces, to the benefit of the 
Guyanese masses, at a time when the terms of world 
trade are already profoundly disadvantageous to our 
production. 

At this point it is simply not worth considering 
whether some Government other than the Peoples’ 
National Congress, would have done better in facing 
the illegal Venezuelan claim to 70% of our territory. 
The fact is that there is no practical alternative toa 
resolute defence of our territory. 


We would be foolish to 
disregard the establishment and deployment of twe 
jungle brigades om our border, or the military 
preparations reportedly being carried out in the 
salient opposite to the Cuyuni -- Roraima sector of 
our boundary line, or the reported purchase of the 
fearsome F-16 war planes from the U.S. 

Guyana must continue its diplomatic offensive. We 
must dramatically increase our production and our 
productive base. But we must also look very 
seriously at our capacdty to defend ourselves 
militarily. 

it is no secret that however well-trained our 
professional army might be, the Guyana People’s 
Militia has a role to play. 


~~ 


vw 


"The People's Militia Has a Vital Role” ] 


The Militia can give the political will and ad- 

ministrative capacity, can be expanded considerably 
within a short time and its personnel can be trained 
to acquire professional military skills. 
- Established more than five years ago, the People’s 
Militia remains in need of strengthening. This is not 
to deny the quality of its individual members, the 
team spirit it engenders or the companionship it 
generates. One wonders however, whether in the 
stern times which face us, these pleasant qualities 
are going to be enough. 

What ever the opposition might be, perhaps it is 
time for the Government to consider retraining, re- 
organising and properly funding the People’s 
Militia. The majority of able-bodied citizens should 
then be drafted in from every walk of life. 





COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


VENEZUELAN ENVOY EXPLAINS CARACAS' STAND ON PROTOCOL 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 14 Dec 81 p 20 


[Text] Venezuelan envoy here Dr. Sadio Garavini has contended that it was in 
Venezuela's self interest that the Venezuelan Government has decided not to 
renew The Protocol of Port-of-Spain. 


He contended further that both Guyana and Venezuela had failed to make construc- 
tive use of the time frame of the Protocol of Poxt- of-Spain. 


In an interview with the GNA the Venezuelan diplomat said there were three basic 
sets of considerations which informed the Venezuelan Government in its course of 
action. 


According to the Ambassador, Venezuelan domestic politics was of prime importance. 
In addition, there had to be considerations of the state of international rela- 
tions and the state of affairs between the two nations (Guyana and Venezuela). 


Dr. Garavini did not believe that his government would be moved to exercise the 
military option. He noted, however, that there were forces within Venezuela 
which were advocating such moves. 


The exercise of the military option, he said, did not accord with his government's 
foreign policy position. 


The diplomat expressed the hope that the governments of Guyana and Venezuela would 
strive for an early bilateral settlement of the issue. He said even if aribtra- 
tion had to be resorted to or moves made to the International Court of Justice, 
the two governments would still have to decide on certain substantive matters for 
the consideration of the arbitrator of the International Court of Justice. 


He said it was his government's view that the Geneva Agreement provided scope for 
the amicable resolution of the matter. 


It was his view that prolongation of the matter could lead to dangerous emotional- 
ism and nationalism on both sides which could jeopardise the prospects for settle- 
ment. 
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As regards his government's proposal to issue a state paper denouncing the 
Mazaruni Hydro-Electric Project, Dr. Garavini was of the opinion that apart from 
that move being a response to the forces at play in Venezuela, it would serve to 
pressure Guyana to be mindful of the need for an early settlement of the terri- 
torial matter. 


Dr. Garavini who did studies on Guyanese politics took up office as his country's 
ambassador here in November 1980.--(GNA) 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


"GNA,' ‘PRENSA LATINA’ SIGN COOPERATION PACT ON NEWS EXCHANGE 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 12 Dec 81 p 24 





[Text] The Guyana News Agency (GNA) and the Cuban News Agency (Prensa Latina), 
yesterday signed a co-operation agreement for the exchange of news and feature 
reports. 


The news and reports, which are to be transmitted in English, will focus on 
national achievements in economy, science and culture, relations between Guyana 
and Cuba, and cn international developments. Official statements by the Cuban 
and Guyanese governmnts will also be exchanged. 


The agreement was signed by Editor-in-Chief, Courtney Gibson on behalf of the GNA 
and the Director of Prensa Latina, Senor Gustavo Robreno Dolz, on behalf of his 
organisation. Also present at the simple ceremony held at the GNA's office in 
Georgetown, were Cuban Ambassador, Ivan Caesar Martinez, and other officials from 
the Cuban embassy here in Georgetown. 


Senor Dolz said that such an agreement in the important sphere of communication, 
will serve not only to promote deeper and closer co-operation between the agencies, 
but also between Guyana and Cuba. 

GNA's Courtney Gibson said that the less than one-year-old GNA hopes to benefit 
from the experiences of Prensa Latina in the international arena. He was confi- 
dent that the agreement would be to the mutual benefit of the two agencies. 


The 22-year-old Cuban news agency which has correspondents in 36 countries, 
emphasises coverage of international events. 


Both heads reiterated the commitment of their organisations to the struggle for 
a New International Information Order. 
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COOPERATION AGREEMENT FOR 1982 SIGNED WITH CUBA 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 18 Dec 81 pp 1, 28 


[Text] Guyana and Cuba have signed a scientific-technical and education-cultural 
agreement for 1982 after discussions in Havana on possible areas of co-operation 
by the two countries, Prensa Latina reported. 


The agreement was the outcome of the seventh economic and scientific-technical 
session of formal discussions by the two countries which opened in Cuba Sunday. 


Cuban Minister of Engineering Industry, Marcus Lage and Mr Harun Rashid, Minister 
in the Office of the President, who headed the Guyana delegation, signed the 
agreement. 


Prior to the signing of the agreement, Guyanese and Cuban officials discussed 
collaboration in the sugar and timber industries, in fruit preservation and other 
areas of possible co-operation, Prensa Latina reported. 


Prensa Latina quoted Minister Rashid as saying that the agreement, which includes 
proposals of both sides, is a step toward broadening ties between Guyana and Cuba. 


After the signing of the agreement, the development of Guyana-Cuba collaboration 
was reviewed and possible developments for the future were analysed when the 
Guyana delegation was received by Vice President of the Cuban Council of State, 
Carlos Rafael Rodriguez. 


"The importance of Cuban medical assistance to Guyana was also underlined and the 
international political situation, particularly in the Caribbean and Central 
America, was discussed," Prensa Latina reported. 


The Guyana delegation at the signing ceremony and other functions in Havana 
included Guyana's Ambassador to Cuba, Cde Cecil Pilgrim, People's National Con- 
gress, Foreign Relations Chief, Malcolm Parris, and Assistant Political Adviser 
to the President Ronald Austin. 


Guyana and Cuba have been developing strong relations, with numerous exchanges of 
visits of nationals at several levels, since establishing diplomatic relations in 
1972 .--— (GNA) 
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VICE PRESIDENT HOYTE DISCUSSES BAUXITE INDUSTRY LOSSES 
FL272338 Bridgetown CANA in English 2247 GMT 27 Jan 82 


[Text] Georgetown, Guyana, 27 Jan (CANA)--Guyana's vice president for economic 
planning and finance Desmond Hoyte has said preliminary estimates put losses 

in the bauxite industry last year at nearly 100 million dollars (one Guy dollar; 
33 cents U.S.) while 75 miliion dollars were lost in the sugar sector. 


During parliamentary debate, Mr Hoyte said the big losses were attributed to 
low prices on the overseas markets. The losses were part of the reason for the 
sharp decline in national savings, which have been falling since 1978, he said. 


Sugar production just passed 300,000 long tons last year. The bauxite industry's 
publication, GUYMINE NEWS, said that the soft international market for aluminium 
led to declines in bauxite production, including a 30-percent drop in calcined 
bauxite--a main foreign exchange earner--which was down to about 514,000 tons. 


Mr Hoyte said Guyana would have to face problems such as increasing oil prices 
and greater difficulties in obtaining external loans due to the world recession. 


The utilisation of Guyana's internal resources would be important, and "there 
should also be a continued tightening up of operations of agencies like the 
[word indistinct] revenue and the customs department where millions of dollars 
are lost through malpractices," to combat the economic problems facing the 
country, Mr Hoyte added. 


The vice-president also said that Guyana needed cooperation between the govern- 
ment, the trades union congress and opposition political parties to promote 
the economic conditions to restore production levels. 


But the opposition People's Progressive Party (PPP), which had boycotted the 
president's speech, walked out of parliament after its leader Dr Cheddi Jagan 
was denied extra time to complete his contribution to the debate. 


The opposition leader told CANA later that the house had readily given an extension 
of time to one of the ruling party's speakers but had denied him an extra 15 minutes 
to complete his statement which blamed the ruling party for the country's econoric 
difficulties. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


EDITORIAL RAPS OPENING OF BAUXITE TO FOREIGN INTERESTS 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 27 Dec 81 p 2 
(Editorial: "Alliance With Imperialism"] 


(Text ] 


THE renewed presence of Nortn American multi-national corpora- 
tions in Guyana’s bauxite industry is no surprise, since this is 
the pattern used ky impervalism to maintain its contro! over 
nationalised industries in third world countries. 


HOWEVER, of particular interest is the fact that after a 
, Mumber of years of doing without their ‘assistance’, the 
Guyana Government is now embracing thése multi-nationa!s. 
This is one more example ‘of the regime's changing position 
and growing dependence on US imperialism We cannot say 
that the regime has been-caught in the net; # has -walked 

in open-eyed! 


THIS is the inexorable dialectics of the merging of the interests 
of the growing and corrupt PNC bureaucratic and neo-cum- 
pradore bourgeoisie with expatriate multi-national sharks. 
This new alliance is meant to fuftther pawn our national 
patrimony and to tighten the noose around the neck of the 
Guyanese working people. The alliance with imperialism is 
the road of betrayal. 


JHE information carried by: the Mirror in last week’s edition 
reveals that five North American firms — AESO Systems 
Inc. of Georgia, Kaiser Aluminum Technica) Services of the 
US (@ powerful multi-national), U.S Engineers and Contul- 
tants Inc., Green Construction and Touche Ross and Co., of 
Canada, plus one from Austria, Austroplan, are working at 
Guymine The bauxite industry will be spending over $2.5 
million with five of these companies, excluding @ massive 
amount spent with Green Construction, which has already 
been working for some time in the bauxite mines. 


WHEN we consider this penetration of one of Guyana’s most 
important industries by multi-national firms in this recent 
period, ir. addition to its continued essociation with Philipp 
Brothers, a US subsidiary of the giant Anglo-American cor- 
poration of South Africa as selling agent for Guyana’s baux- 
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ite, there is really only one conclusion we can arrive at — 
that the Guyana Government has messed up the bauxite In- 
dustry and thus has to compromise and buckle under im- 


perialist pressures. 


FHIS must also be seen in the context of how the regime has 
handled ts nationalised industries. The leading political party, 
the PPP, and the trade union movement have persistently 
pointed to the failure of the regime to introduce workers 
eontrol in its fiationalised industries. The regime has made 
mo real effort to introduce even the first phase of woikers’ 
control] — workers’ participation. The few weak efforts have 
been unsubstantial and have proven not only frustrating, but 
worthless and meaningless. 


WHEN we add to what is happening in the bauxite industry to 
pronouncements about converting the nationalised sugar :n- 
dustry into a ‘co-operative’, there can be no doubts remain- 
ing about the direction the PNC regime is heading. 


HE multi-national corporations have accommodated themselves 
to the nationalised industries and heve shown little fears in 
countries like Guyana. They are smart. They have known 
all along that it was just a waiting game to get back their 
tentacles into our national resources. 


GEE PNC regime may use the excuse that plummeting produc- 
tion forces them to rely on foreign companies to improve the 
gitustion. But there is no plausible argument to the charge 
that constantly lowered production is related to the workers’ 
response to the kind of government that is in power — & gov- 
erninent that rigs elections, refuses to pay the workers their 
due, or for that matter, even honour wage agreements; con- 
sumes imported whisky when the workers can’t even buy 
mauby and in general denigrates the digmty and rights of the 
working people. . 


What is needed in the bauxite industry is better management and management which 
involves workers' representatives in a genuine way. The attitude and treatment 

of workers and in fact all personnel is an important factor in raising workers' 
morale and retaining our experts--in stemming the "brain drain.’ Ineffic‘ency has 
to be curtailed, and the catastrophes brought cn by shortages of spare parts, 
electricity interruptions, etc., must be brought under control. 


The PPP was absolutely correct when it diagnosed Guyana's ills--that without 
respect for the rights of the working masses, production can never hope to rise. 
The introduction of multinationals to help, will prove equally ineffective in 
raising production, but it wil: nullify any gains which the working people may 
have won and will certainly steer Guyana into the camp of imperialism. 
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BRIEFS 


IRAQI AID TO GNA--The Guyana News Agency (GNA) yesterday reccived a gift of six 
teleprinters from its sister news agency, the Iraqi News Agency (INA). The 
teleprinters will be used by the GNA to facilitate its expansion programme. The 
six West German-made "Siemens" teleprinters were handed over to the GNA by Iraqi 
Ambassador in Guyana, His Excellency, Mr. Jihad Karam on behalf of INA. GNA's 
Editor-in-Chief Courtney Gibson received the equipment on behalf of his organisa- 
tion. The donation of the equipment is part of a programme of co-operation 
between the two news agencies which have pledged to work actively in the struggle 
for a New International Information and Communication Order. In keeping with the 
programme of co-operation between the two agencies of sister Non-Aligned coun- 
tries, a number of GNA journalists are expected to visit INA for periods of 
attachment next year. The first journalist is expected to leave next month. 

INA celebrated its 22nd anniversary last month. The GNA will celebrate its first 
anniversary early next month. [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 

19 Dec 81 p 13] 


MATERIALS STOCKPILE PROPOSAL--The Guyana Association of Professional Engineers 
(GAPE) has suggested that Guyana should have a stockpile of certain strategic 
materials required for economic development. The editorial of GAPE's newsletter 
pointed out that such a stockpile would be useful in the event of a world crisis 
such as war. GAPE feels also that steps should be taken to identify certain 
mineral and agricultural materials that are strategic in terms of the country's 
economic development. Noting that bauxite is used to produce alumina, airplanes, 
abrasives and refractories, GAPE pointed out that Guyana was only capable of pro- 
ducing alumina. Abrasives and refractories are produced in the developed coun- 
tries, with bauxite from the developing counti;ies, and exported to these develop- 
ing countries. GAPE recommends that Third World countries like Guyana should aim 
at having the economic base to produce these abrasives and the refractories 
necessary for economic and industrial development. [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA 
CHRONICLE in English 23 Der 81 y 28] 


LOAN FOR FISHING--Georgetown, Mon. (Cana)--Guyana and Canada have signed a loan 
agreement for the supply of 370 outboard motors, fishing nets and equipment, worth 
$5,000,000. The equipment will be sold through Government agencies, and the money 
used to develop storage sites and other infra-structural aspects of Guyana's fish- 
ing industry. The loan is part of a $13 million three-year aid programme for 
Guyana from Canada. The loan is interest-free with a 40-year grace period for 
repayment. In signing the agreement with local representatives of the Canadian 
aternational Development Agency (CIDA) Minister of Finance, Mr. Sallahuddin, said 
that the agreement underlined the close cooperation and the common history shared 
by the peoples of Canada and Guyana. [Text] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in 
English 29 Dec 81 p 5] 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMATCA 


SEAGA COMMENTS ON U.S. CHARGES INVOLVING M-16,PNP TIES 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 24 Dec 81 p 13 


[Text ] 


The Prime Minister, Re. 
Hon. Edward Seaga, told 
a press conference at 
amaica House on 
ursday December 17 
that the statement made 
to the U.S. Senate as an 
annex to the declaration 
of U.S. Assistant Secre- 
tary of State Enders, 
before the Senate Foreign 


Relations Committee on | 


Monday December 4, 
had some information 
which was new to the 
Jamaican Government. 

One was the detailing of 
serial numbers of M-!6 
guns found in Jamaica 
which matched those of 
M-16 guns used by guer- 


rillas in El Salvador and | 
which were captured by | 
the Vietnamese from: 


U.S. soldiers in the Viet- 
nam War, and had 


reached Ej Salvador via 


Cuba. 
The other, he said was the 
information that the 
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Cubans ahd stored 

in the Embassy in King- 
ston for local 
distribution. 

PNP link 

Mr. Seaga said that in 
every instance that M-16 
rifles were used, they 
were linked to the P.N.P. 
He referred to the cap- 
ture of an arsenal of 70 
guns which took place in 
a PNP constituency. He 
said that it was a lie to 
suggest that M-16 guns 
were used to kill PNP 
supporters. 

Asked about any — 
action by the, Govern 
ment on the U.S. State 
Department report, Mr. 
Seaga said the informa- 
tion had just become 
available publicly (it was 
published in the Gleaner 


on December 16) and the 
Government would be 
considering what further 
action to take. 

There was no doubt in the 
Government's mind about 
the linkage of M-16 guns 
with the P.N.P., he said. 

However, he said, the Gov- 
ernment has not used the 
device of making party 
political statements on 
matters where the author- 
ities can make state- 
ments, such as the 
“Tego” Brown tapes issue 
in which the Police had 
issued a statement on the 
findings. 

Mr. Seaga told the press 
briefing that he saw no 
reason why the J.L.P. as 
4 party should issue state- 
ments on matters which 
were privy to govern: 
mental authorities. 
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SHEARER: EXPORTS TO CARICOM RISE 28.5 PERCENT IN ‘981 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 17 Dec 8lpl 


[Text] Jamaica's exports to CARICOM from January to November this year totalled 
U.S.$60.7 million--an increase of 28.5 per cent over the same period last year. 


Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Trade the Rt. Hon. Hugh Shearer 
disclosed this yesterday. He also said that the country's exports to CARICOM 
in November alone increased by some 93.74 per cent over November 1980. 


Mr. Shearer was speaking at a presentation of certificates for graduates of the 
Jamaica National Export Corporation's training course at the Pegasus Hotel, New 
Kingston. 


The main increase in export earnings was in the area of food, which went up by 
U.S.$4.7 million. 


Mr. Shearer said that the achievements in CARICOM must also occur in North 
America and Europe if the goal of national economic recovery was to be realised. 


But there could be no satisfactory development in exports withovt the active and 
dynamic participation of hundreds of well-trained, highly-skilled exporters, he 
said. 


Business could no longer rely on the policy of “poaching” staff, thereby re- 
cycling the small number of skills on the ever-expanding market. He called for 
an increase in the skill pool by the expansion of training facilities in the 
relevant disciplines. 


Those receiving certificates, he said, represented a cadre of the kind of well- 
trained people which were badly needed in Jamaica. "We need more exporters who 
can spearhead the management of change in the greater society," he declared. 


Jamaica's economic recovery was based on the assumption that there were skilled 
and talented persons with the tools necessary to bring about economic success, 
Training therefore must be the core, to put in place the skills needed by indus- 
tries. 


Quoting statistics from the National Planning Agency, Mr. Shearer said that dur- 
ing 1978 alone the country lost some 1,369 professionals through migration to the 
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United States of America. This, he said, represented a grave loss to the country 
as the departure of these people directly affected the level and quality of pro- 
duction, 


Recognising the country's ability to export was the responsibility of the entire 
island and a pre-requisite for success, he said. To this end, the J.N.E.C. would 
be offering training courses in the rural areas, and exporters in these parts 
were being asked to make their needs known. 


These J.N.E.C. courses would not duplicate training already provided by other 
institutions, but would complement the training provided by the University of the 
West Indies and the College of Arts Science and Technology, he said. 


CSO: 3025/126 


RE 








COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


SEAGA SAYS HE WILL NOT FLINCH FROM DIFFICULT DECISIONS 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 18 Dec 81 p l 


[Text] Prime Minister Edward Seaga confirmed yesterday that there will be no 
enquiry into the expulsion of the 115 Jamaica School of Agriculture students from 


Passley Gardens Agricultural School on charges of "gross misconduct". 


Speaking at a press briefing at Jamaica House he said: “The time for leniency and 
compassion is when considering a matter before a decision is taken, but once a 


decision has been made, it has been made”. 


"There will be no waffling," he declare’, adding that the Government has had to 
take some very strong decisions such as with the sugar co-operatives--which has 
worked out alright. In September, the Government had t« remove three heads of 

Government Departments in one day, and a Permanent Secretary was sent on leave. 


Mr. Seaga said that while his Government had taken only two controversial deci- 
sions in respect of breaking diplomatic ties with Cuba and the Passley Gardens 
affair, the former regime had taken many such decisions. If there had been calls 
for enquiries, they would have had more than two every month. 


Speaking of his Government, "we do not flinch from strong decisions," he said; but 
if there was to be a public enquiry into every controversial decision made, it 
would in effect te "government by a publ’ enquiry." 


The Prime Minister also said that, in order to inspire economic recovery, the 
government had tried to minimise and reduce controversial decisions, but he 

warned that there would be more strong decisions coming next year. The Government 
examined as closely as possible all data relating to a situation prior to taking 

a decision, in order to ensure that leniency and compassion have been exercised, 
he said. 


On the Passley Gardens issue, Mr. Seaga said that every warning had been given to 
the students. The Minister of Education had gone to the institution and was kept 
waiting for one and a half hours by the students. There was more information on 
Passley Gardens which had not yet come out, and he was pleased that Parliament 
would have an opportunity to debate the matter. 
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PAPER APPEALS FOR INFORMATION ON DETAINEES IN GRENADA 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 23 Dec 81 p 3 


[Text ] 


Over 100 people have 
been detained in Mr. 
Maurice Bishop's pris- 
ons in Grenada. They 
rank from the former 


Deputy Prime Minister 


of Grenada, Mr. 
Proudhomme to the 
former Attorney Gener- 
ai of Mr. Bishop's own 
Government, Mr. 
Lloyd Noel and many 
others. 


Concern is increasing 
throughout the Carib- 
bean over their fate as 
the wheels of Grenadian 
injustice move so slowly, 
and when they do, they 
condemn. This is an 
appeal to people who 
know the names of the 
detainees especially their 
relatives and their friends 
to send the names and 
any information about 
the detainees to other 
friends throughout the 
Caribbean, so that those 
friends can send them to 
the ress for publication 
for dictators and people 
like them detest unfavou- 
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rable publicivy. 


That is why in recent days 


Mr. Bishop has taken to 
making very strong 
remarks about the Glea- 
ner and other newspapers 
who dare to tell the truth 
about Grenada. So this is 
an appeal to relatives and 
friends of detainees“Let 
your friends in the islands 
outside of Grenada know 
the names of your rela- 
tives who are in prison 
and why”. 


Then we will give it 


publicity. 
— The Editor 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


WORKERS PARTY CONGRESS HEARS STRACHAN, JAGAN SPEECHES 
Strachan on PRG Successes 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 23 Dec 81 p ll 


[Text ] 


KINGSTON, Jamaica, 
Tuesday, (CANA) — The 


revolution, @ 
fending off a mange oe 
attack ‘‘reactionary 
Caribbean 
internationa the 
National Mobilisation 
Minister of the People’s. 

i Government 


utionary 
(PRG), Selwyn Strachan, has. 
id here 


sa " 
Mr. Strachan was in 
the 


Kingston att seco 
onpen of the Workers Party 
of Jamaica (WPJ) 


Press 
give the impression that “we 
are torturing people in 
Grenada and loexing UP 
people left right and centre.” 


Mr. Strachan however noteti 
that os would have no effect 
on rev 
Oo ie a March 1979 when the 
New Jewel Movement (NJM) 
overthrew the Eric. Gairy 
Administration in an 


uprising 
The Grenada _ revolution 
continues to enjoy popular 


support from the region and 
the world at large ... the 


yg ee has not affected 


Bro prestige of the 
revolution,” he told reporters. 

He said that despite charges 
by rightwing elements in the 
Caribbean and the United 
States that the PRG had 


“ra democracy” by not 


than ever before.. — 
The process was bein 


direction. Our revolution will 
grow from sevenes® to 


revolution S 
Mr. Strachan said that 


elections was not a talking 


since the , could win 
overwhelmingly. 
He said, however. that the 


Pea reminded that it took the 
United States 13 years to hold 
Sections its lution, 
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countries such‘as Haiti, 


yee me | and Uruguay, 


which 
support of the United States, 
Mr. Strachan said that 
in the had 


countries region 
fairly well resisted U 


S. 
“pressure and blackmail” to 
isolate Grenada, but that “one 
or two have ” with 


area aig to prevent 
“another Grenada.’ 
He said that Grenada 


recognised the 0 
relations with the Fest of the 


Com and 
Common Market (CARICOM) 
and its association with the 
recently formed Organisation 
of East Caribbean State 
(OECS). 


maint fe lear desloge al 


reWhave abaasfor com 


Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 27 Dec 81 p 3 


{Text } 


KINGSTON, Jamaica. 
Thursday (CANA-Reuter) -- 
It_ is not only the Grenada 
Army but the entire island 
that is armed, and this ‘s one 
of three planks on which that 
country’s revolution is bei 
built, Grenada’s -Minister 
National Mobilisation, Selwyn 
Strachan, said. 

“A revolution that cannot 
defend itself is no revolution at 
all.” Mr. Strachan told sup- 

orters of the Marxist 

orkers Party of Jamaica 
a at the public session of 
organisation's second 


“Flier pas fh 


process, he 
sald, were yutitival eoucation 
to raise the consciousness of 
the Grenadian and the 
building of a viable national 
economy. 
BBP Bie By 
nt but none could be 
ind ndent of the other, he 


said. 

Said Mr. Strachan: “If you 
have the people and you fail to 
give the the arms, what 

are going to have is the 
iaiegar Allende he 
ean is 

leader), situation .. if you 


Strachan on Arming of Public 


have the people and the arms" 
then you are talking business, 
then you are talking 
revolution. 

The arming of the 
Grenadian society, he said 
meant that should the small 
East Coneenen island | 7 
attacked by “ 
would not ede be a te 
army that would come to its 
defence but the entire 


e People's Revolutionary 
Government (PRG), headed. 
by Prime Minister Maurice 
Bishop. came to power in an 
armed uprising that over- 
threw the Eric Gairy ad- 
ministration in 1979. 

Mr Strachan said that it 


material benefits that it had 


brought to Grenada had 
not turned the oe oe bore 
leaders. 


’ He said that while having 
the people and the arms were 
important, nothing could 
move without economic ad- 
vancement. 

“If you have the political 
education and defence under 
manners and the economy 1s 
collapsing then the revolution 


90 


will fail,” ne added. 
It was for this reason the 
PRG had placed emphasis on 


deve and diversifyin 
Crenedae ; S economy oad ol 
made mene progress, he 


a 

Mr. ‘Strachan said the 
government would not ap- 
prove of counter-revolution, 
Saying that e time it 
raised its head “it will be 
crushed and its head will be 
chopped off.” 


Mr. Strachan stated that 
Grenada was often attacked 
on four points: lack of Press 
freedom, not having a con- 
stitution in force, not having 
held elections and because 
there were political detainees. 

He said was ay 


“We are dp sce a 
waite are ging the peep. 


‘It will come from the o=e 


when ey are vente, "bs oe 
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[Text] 


" KINGSTON, *" Jamaica,, 
Monday (CANA) — The 
Guyana opposition. 

Cheddi Jagan, says socialism 
in the Caribbean has not 
failed, since in fact no where 
in the region had the 
- uisites for socialist 
ansformation been laid. 

Dr. Jagan is the president of 
the Marxist People 
Progressive Party (PPP) ina socialism 
country where the govern- 
ment, ~~ by socialist 

Forbes 
ach lage 5 here Vr 
night al a public session of ti.e 
second 


where 14 months 


Jamaican Party 


soc 
von . National Party 
Using Guyana as an 
example, Dr. Jagan said that 
what On ae 


socialism a he 
capitalism,” further rig 
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Jagan Defense of Socialism 


stance wih the inert 


Fund (IMF). 
a: said too that some 
zovern created 


problems by petit 9 
vaccilation,’’ a lack of 


ideological clarit ang a 
‘dev 


iation from m- 
Leninism. “ 

“We a that 

not Ae . The 

for socialism 

have not been laid,” Dr. Jagan 

declared. 
He spoke of the 


imminent 
tailure of the capitalist 
strategies being in the 
United Si = ir Gee 
nite ates, by in 
nillions of dollars into the ; 
region with hoe acl strin 


- attached not solve 


problems. 
He condemned a 


Prime moves by President Ronald 


— to step-up the arms 


dollars on arms would 
peak be spent eliminating 
» hunger, malnutrition 
and ean DrJagan said. 
He added: “We do not want 
‘o hear the roer of bombs. We 
want to hear the laughter of 
children. 
The direction of the world, 
ne added, should be towards 


disarmament and detente. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


JAMAICA 


PRIVATE GROUP TO PUSH ANTICRIME DRIVE IN TOURIST AREAS 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 19 Dec 81 pl 


[Text: } 


A NEW ANTI-CRIME 
DRIVE, aimed particu- 
larly in the tourist 
areas of the island, is 
being mounted by the 
Private Sector Organ- 
isation of Jamaica. 

Mr. Neville James, Man- 
ager of the PSO]. said yes- 
terday that the drive was 
a public-relations cam- 
paign directed principally 
to hotel workers -in the 
_Fesort areas. as. 

Aimed at showing them 
how they can assist in the 
fight against crime, the 
campaign will carry the 
message of the impor- 
tance of their treating 
tours “as they would a 
guest in their home”. 

A 15-minute tape and 
slide presentation will be 
shown to workers in the 
hotels, as part of the 

The radio stations will also 
run, free of cost., 30-sec- 

ond commercials as part 
of the exercise. Motorcar 
bumper stickers will be 
distributed to the public, 
Mr. s said. 

COPIES OF THE TAPE 
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“and of the slide presenta- 
tion have been presensed 
to Mr. Mike Heary, Min- 
ister of State in the Min- 
istry of Information. . 

Ac the presentation on 
Wednesday were Mr. 
Mike Hirst, Managing 
Director of .McCaor 
Erickson (Ja.) Led., the 

which 


PSO]: Assistant Superin- 
teadent T. K. Whyte. 
officer in charge of the 
‘Police Information 


Centre; and Mr. Don 


houses mounted another 
anti-crime ocr” ae 
still coatinees. . “3 
Under “Operation Crime 
Pa: to Saget abe 
are wo 

eteemeioe to the Police 

di 92-91111. of 
119. or by writiag to 
“Crime Stop”. Boz . 
CSO, Kingxon, = 





COUNTRY SECTION JAMAT.CA 


NEW BOARDS NAMED FOR BROADCASTING CORPORATION, ‘DAILY NEWS’ 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANEK in English 17 Dec 81 p 9 
{Text} 


MEMBERS of the new- 
ly-constituted Boards 
of Directors of the 


New Members of the 
Board are’ Mr. Chris 
Bovell, head of the legal 


” President of the Jamaica 


. firm of Dunn, Cox and first j had declined his - 
rao ‘ age ge ag Aneraye ste dent of the Caribbean mem; and - Mr. r taerea 
Jamaica Daily News oe Con . coer of the Daily News. 


have been appointed 





Government Don. Wilson, Educator. Other members of the 
bd Ba its two fe Ea Other members of the Board of Daily News are 
on the board of Directors Interim Board who have = My. Ulric Simmonds. 
of Radio Jamaica. not been tii pee = " getired Executive Edizor 
Mr. Frank Phipzs, Q.C.. were Mr. George ‘of che Daily Glessner; 
is the chairman of the HoSang. of the Jamaica Mr. George who, 
New J.B.C. Board, suc- National Building as an executive of the 
ceeding Mr. Pat “Society; and Mr. Cleve amaica Development 
Rousseau who had head- Stewart, 3 management had acted as Gen- 
ed rhe Interim Board. consultant. era) Manager of the Daily 
Four members of the Inter- Mr. K.H. Ivan a | News for some month: 
im Board have been farmer Chairman of the when it ran into financial 
appointed. They are: Board of JBC., and Mr. difficuky; Mr. Dwight 
Mr. George Abrahams. Troy Caine are the new Nelson, of the BITU and 


Marketing Manager of 


].Wray and Newphew. the Board of Radio atrorney-at'law. . 
who is Deputy Chair- Jamaica. Mr. Caine Members of the previous 
man; Mr. Ken LaCruise. replaces, Mr. ‘Derrick Board were Mr. Lioyd 
President of the Instiute Smith, who has been James, Chairman who 


of Chartered Account- 
ans; Mrs. Cecile Len- 
non, an executive secre- 


appointed a Government 


Senator. 
Chairman of the Board of 


tary of Montego Bay and the Daily News is Mr. umsden, advertising 
Mr. David Mais, a direc- Arnold Foote,- who is 2lso agency executive, who 
tor of Associated Chairman of Martia’s resigned after complaints 


Manufacturing. 
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Jamaica. He is a former 








COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


NORWEGIAN GRANT--Kingston, Jamaica, 22 Jan (CANA)--Norway is providing 

Jamaica with a five-million-dollar (U.S.) grant to be used under the Norway/ 
Jamaica technical cooperation agreement for 1982, the Foreign Ministry has 
announced. It said that a top-level Norwegian team is to come here next 

month to finalise with Jamaica officials the specific projects to be included 
in the 1982 programme. Projects carried out under the technical cooperation 
agreement, signed during the regime of former Prime Minister Michael Manley, 
include maritime training, trade union education and various surveys. A 
seismic survey of the Pedro bank off Jamaica, carried out under the programme, 
is the basis on which off-shore oil exploration is now being done in the area. 
The Foreign Ministry said that projects to be dealt with in the new programme 
included oil and gas exploration, industrial cooperation and trade. High on 
the agenda of next month's talks will be proposals for the completion of a 
project for the establishment of a maritime training institute here. Jamaica's 
Foreign Minister Hugh Shearer visited Norway last November to emphasise Jamaica's 
commitment to continued cooperation between the two countries. It was agreed 
then that there should be an exgansion of trade and economic cooperation. [Text] 
[FL221718 Bridgetown CANA in English 1704 GMT 22 Jan 82] 


CALL FOR ANTIGUERRILLA SQUAD--Kingston, Jamaica, Monday (CANA)--The Jamaica 
Police Federation wants the formation of an anti-guerilla squad within the 
force, and the upgrading of the special (intelligence) branch with help from the 
United States, Britain and Israel, according to federation chairman, Charles 
Simpson. The police federation acts as a trade union for rank and file police- 
men. Mr. Simpson, a sergeant, told a federation conference that a country's 
economy could not boom or progress beyond the measure of its security, hence 

the call for improvement. The Edward Seaga Government said recently that it 
had uncovered plots for Cuba-trained terrorists to disrupt the administrations 
free enterprise strategy, so that economic recovery would fall. The aim is to 
ensure the return to power of the left in Jamaica, the government has charged. 
Mr. Simpson also put aside the sociological arguments of poverty and its 
attendant hardships as the cause for "the vileness in the society." What he felt 
was the main cause was the loss of influence by the church, and the exploitation 
of peoples poor circumstances by politicians. [Text] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS 
in English 22 Dec 81 p 3] 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


BRIEFS 


TRAINING AGREEMENT WITH SWEDEN--Mexico City, 18 Jan (NOTIMEX)--Representatives 
from Mexico's National Council on Science and Technology and the government signed 
an agreement here today with Sweden's private enterprise to train 15 Mexican 
engineers in their industries. The specialists will receive training in mining 
and construction, food processing, electronics and electricity, oil and gas, 
exploration and exploitation, and other fields. [Excerpt] [FL190300 Mexico City 
NOTIMEX in Spanish 0020 GMT 19 Jan 82] 


EXPANSION OF JOINT ENTERPRISE--Mexico City, 20 Jan (NOTIMEX)--President Jose Lopez 
Portillo and Carl XVI Gustav, king of Sweden, this morning inaugurated the expan- 
sion of the Mexican-Swedish Sandvik Enterprise whose capital will now increase 

to $19,230,765. The plant, located in the outskirts of Mexico City, has a modern 
training center on metals and industrial machinery. The president of Sandvik, 
Lennart Ollen, said that the consortium has subsidiary firms in “0 countries. 

The Sandvik subsidiary in Mexico began its operations in 1962 and produces tungsten 
carbide, special steels and processing systems. [FL201737 Mexico City NOTIMEX 

in Spanish 1825 GMT 20 Jan 82] 


csO: 3010/718 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


BUDGET FOR 1982 PROJECTS DEFICIT SPENDING, TAX INCREASES 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 18 Dec 81 p 13 


[Text ] 


BASSETERRE, St. Kitts, 
Thursday (CANA) — The 
Government of St. Kitts-Nevis 

ans to spend $60.5 million in 

982 in another unbalanced 
budget, and there will be tax 
increases in a number of 


areas. | 

The national budget for the 
new year was present:d to 
Parliament here on Tuesday 

the Minister of Finance and 

vis Affairs, Mr. Simeon 
Daniel. © + 

Total ture is 
projected at 541 000 and 
revenue at $53 404 000. 

The deficit of slightly over 
$7 million is just about the 
level of last year's when 

eted expenditure was 


next 
year, according to the 
projections, is intended to 
exceed this year’s by about 
30.4 per cent. _ 

Part of the financing will 
come from the national ex- 
chequer through higher taxes 
and part from externa 
sources. 

The Minister explained that 
the major portion of the 1982 
increased spending will be for 
the higher salaries recently 
awarded public servants. 

Licences for motor vehicles 
are being increased, a 


measure which Mr. Daniel 


said would yield $150 000. 


CSO: 3025/129 


) ing on the size of the 
vehicle, a licence for four- 
wheel transport will from next 
month cost men $124 and 
$216. 

Motor cycle licences will 
cost $60, and drivers licences 
ae been doubled from $10 to 


Agcor to the Minister, 
about $50 will come into 
the government coffers for the 
drivers licence hile. 

A stiff increase has been 
slapped on the earnings of 
aliens in the country, doubling 
what they now pay. 

Something is to be creamed 
off too in cases where the local 
banks lend money to 
foragners resident here. 

Said the Minister’ ‘‘Where 

rmission is granted to a 
Dank to lend money to an 
alien, tax of 2.5 per cent of the 
amount lent will be payable."’ 

People buying homes in the 
modern. condominiums will 
py kB oy ¢ oa ear's 

nch. as w ve 
a 25 per cent (of the cost 
transfer tax. 

Big companies with some 
high-income 1 will no 
longer get full relief for very 
fat salaries. 

band Minister a patang that 
‘where a company pays to one 

rson more than a total of 

50000 per annum as 
emoluments in cash or in kind, 
that any excess of this amount 
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will not be allowed to the 
company as an expense fur the 


pur of income tax.. 
While making clear that the 
Government intended to seek 
external assistance, Mr. 
Daniel said there was taking 
place a process of self-help. 
‘*In order to help ourselves, 
we have provided from 
revenue approximately 
capital development. We hope 
capital development. We 
that this would be an tne 
dication to our traditional aid 
donors that we are eye to 
heip ourselves, that they 
would consider favourably 
any requests we make for 
- . 


The Minister had an appeal; 
for the loca) population, and 
some encouragement for 
nationals abroad wanting to 
return home. 

He calied on tne jocals to 


“learn to work hard and to 


ones, he said that “Govern- 
ment will be considering 

anting certain exemptions 

om earn, peagengete 

quantities onal effec 
br t with fom. 

‘When all the details are- 
worked out and the necessary 
rules and regulations drawn 
up, a date fram which this will 
apply will be announced,"’ he 
said. 


~~ 














COUNTRY SECTION ST KITTS-NEVIS 


BRIEFS 


OPPOSITION WALKOUT--Wednesday (CANA)--The four official Opposition members walked 
out of the St. Kitts-Nevis House of Assembly yesterday, following the defeat of 
their motion to amend the Order Paper. Former Agriculture Minister E. St. John 
Payne moved a motion seeking to have the words St. Christopher-Nevis and Anguilla 
appear in the heading of any Bills presented to the House, in accordance with a 
High Court ruling. He said he had observed that only St. Christopher (the old 
name for St. Kitts) and Nevis eppeared on those listed in the Order Paper. Leader 
of the Opposition and seconder of the motion Lee Moore said that without the 
amendment the four MPs had no intention of taking part in any further debate. 
When the motion was put to the vote, the coalition Government used its 5-4 
majority in the nine member House to defeat the measure, and the opposition MPs 
left the chamber. In a landmark case initiated by the Opposition a local judge 
last July ruled that eight Bills passed by Parliament in February were unconsti- 
tutional null and void, because they were improperly headed. [Text] [Bridgetown 
ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 17 Dec 81 p 3] 


CsO: 3025/129 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST. LUCIA 


BRIEFS 


EARTHQUAKE HITS--Castries, St Lucia, 20 Jan (CANA)—-At least six persons were 
injured and several buildings evacuated when an earth tremor shook St Lucia 
today. Health officials said thesix--five studen*s and a teacher from the 
La Resource School in the eastern village of Dennery--were hurt when they 
panicked and jumped from the top floor of the building. In the capital, 
Castries, [word indistinct] buildings, including government offices, were 
evacuated as frightened occupants rushed into the streets. The quake lasted 
about seven seconds and was reported to have been felt also in St Vincent, 
which is to the south of St Lucia. The state-owned Radio St Lucia quoted. 
Dr John Shepherd of the University of the West Indies (UWI) seismic research 
unit in Trinidad as saying that the quake was widely felt in both islands. 
He estimated the magnitude of the tremor to be between 5.5 and 6 on the 
Richter Scale. The epicentre appeared from seismic data in Trinidad to be 
directly below southern St Lucia, at a depth of about 50 kilometres, 

Dr Shepherd ruled out any possibility that the quake was related to activity 
in the Soufriere volcano in neighbouring St Vincent. The UWI seismologist 
said that much smaller aftershocks might be felt in the two islands over 


the next few days. [Text] [FL201747 Bridgetown CANA in English 1740 GMT 
20 Jan 82] 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT 


WORKERS, PEASANTS UNION WANTS PROFIT-SHARING COOPERATIVE 


Kingston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in English 20 Dec 81 p 14 





[Text ] 


- * KINGSTOWN, ,~ 


St. Vincent, 
Dec. 18, (CANA): 

The Workers and Peasants 
Union in St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines has called 
fos a workers’ co . 


ative based on profit shar- - 
ing at the country's larg: - 


est, state-owned 


agricultural estate, Rich- 


mond Vale.' . 
The union's call which is 
contained in a statement 


issued today in the wake . 


of a ten-month strike by 
some 250 workers at the 
estate. ee 

Inthe interim, govern- 
mem has ignored the 


union's demand of a - = 
. The union. however hopes 
that wisdom will finally 


wage hike and trade 
union recognition, -among 
other things -and has 
announced that the $,000 
acré ‘estate will primarily 
be sub-divided among 
small farmers in the area. 
According to the unions 
statement, 


union is of the view that 
there can be no genuine 
land reform policy with- 
cut the workers” 
involvement. # 
Noting that “the apparent 
leasing of lands at the 
estate is not intended for ‘ 
the development of the! 
workers, but solely to. 
apply vindictive political ' 
‘and economic pressures,” 


|, the union feeis that this” 


‘attitude on the part: of . 
the authorities, “is a 
vicious transfer of conflict 
from a struggle between 
government and workers 


to one involving workers 


and prospective. lease 
holders.” 


be exercised by che 
authorities in resolvi 
the historic industria 


” crisis at Richmond Vale. : 


~ Government has repeatedly 


this workers’ : 


co-operative must be of . 


great benefit both to the 
workers and small 
farmers. 
The workers and peasants’ 


CSO: 3025/130 


&. 


stated that it is absolutely - 
in no position to grant an 
incrc ase in wages and the 
question of trade pletely 
recognition is com y 
a out with the adop- 
tion of this initiative. © 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


TANNIS OF OPPOSITION PPP COMMENTS ON CALL FOR UNITY 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 30 Dec 81 p 5 


[Text ] 


KINGSTOWN, Tues., (Cana) . 


The People's Political Party (PPP) has 


supported a call siade earlier this year by the. 
socialist-oriented United People’s Movement 


hay for unity among St. Vincent’s Opposition 
orces. 


Clive Tannis, who took over leadership of the PPP from 
the veteran former Chief Minister, Ebenezer Joshua, sai 
here that serious ccnsideration must be given to formulation 
of a united front among the ‘‘moderate position parties 
in St. Vincent and the Grenadines, so that Vincentians could 
have an alternative to the ruling St. Vincent Labour Party 
(SVLP) of Prime Minister Milton Cato. 
Mr. Tannis warned, 
how-ver, that to have any 
meaningful Opposition 
unity, the matter must be 
fully worked out,.and the 
question of eadership 
settled once and for all, to 
avoid a repetition of the ty- 
pe of leadership struggle 
that plagued neighbouring 
Saint Lucia for more than a 
year after the last elec- 
tions there. 
Earlier this year, the 
United People’s Movement 
(UMP) of former University, 


of the West Indies (UWI) 
lecturer, Dr — 
Gonsalves, issued a call for 
unity among Opposition 
parties here, and initiated 
negotiations for a pact with 
James Mitchell's New 
Democratic Party (NDP). 

Both parties have since 
said they were looking into 
areas of cooperation on 
several issues. 

In September, Randolph 
Russel, former Minister of 
Health in the present 
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administration, and now 
leader of the Opposition 
here, formed a new party, 
the e's Democratic 
Party (PDP), after split- 
ting with the ruling St. 
Vicent Labour Party. 


The PDP brought to six, 
the number of pz 
tion to Prime 
er Milton Cato’s Gov- 
ernment. But ony eee of 
these, new PI 
NDP and Calder Williams's 
Working People's 
represen 
arliament, each having 
one member in the House. 


_ Mr Tannis said the 
presence of so many 
, Political parties in the is- 
land served only to frag- 
ment the Opposition and 
reduce its effectiveness, 
both in and out of Parlia- 
ment. : 


He did not forsee any 
roblem on the question of a 

eader for any coming 
together of Opposition 
parties. - 

Mr Tannis, who served as 
Minister of Home Affairs, 
Labour and Tourism in the 
James Mitchel/PPP 


alliance Gove 

1972-74, felt that Prime 
Minister Milton Cato'’s Gov- 
ernment should spend more 
time iating for better 
prices for St Vicnent's 
agricultural produce, 
meresy giving farmers the 
incentive to produce, while 
increasing the island's 
forsiga exchange earnings 
and helping the balance of 
payment situation. 


ST VINCENT 





COUNTRY SECTION 


LETTER FROM CUBA-BASED UPM SCORES CATO GOVERNMENT 


Kingstown THE VINCENTIAN in English 31 Dec 81 pp 1l, 12 


[Text ] 


“The united Peoples 
Movement (UPM) Party 
Group which is based in 
Cuba views with great 
alarm the decision of the 

overnment of Prime 

inister,! Milton Cato, to 

ban news and an- 

nouncements (and moreso, 

paid ones) of opposition 

olitical parties from 
io 705. 

This action is not a 
correct step to preserve 
democracy in St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines, but 
rather one to silence the 
people's true 
representatives and those 
which attempt to give the 
people an objective picture 
of the situation in the 
country, the region and the 
world in general. But Cato 
and company should know 
that it is not an easy task to 
silence truth and justice. 

However, this dictatorial 
act by the government is 
another one which shows 
that it has lost the support 
of the majority the 
Vincentian people and is 
now trying to remain in 
power by force and in- 
timidation, and by taki 
away the rights an 
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freedoms of the bit 
by bit. ls notthat the reason 
why it had tried to pass two 
pieces of dread laws?!s not 
that the reason why 
Hudson Tannis is slyly 
talking about people 
wanting to overthrow the 
government? not that 
the reason why the 
overnment is making 
riends with some of 
themost wicked govern- 
ments in the world — 
faiwan, South Korea, 
Argentina, Brazil and 
Chile? Is not that the 
reason why it is supp srting 
the formation of a 
““manicou"” gang in St. 
Vincent and trying to take 
away the rights of the true 
policemen to keep law and 
order”? And is not that the 
reason why it wants to 
tamper with the election 
laws of the country and is 
failing to revise the voters’ 
list? 

When a government 
which seems to be unable 
to solve the crucial 
*conomic problems of its 
people and allows the 
standard of living to fall 
steadily and is incapable of 
generating local industries 


to provide jobs, and is not 
controlling the outflow of 
money from the country - 
then when such a govern- 
ment attempt. on the other 
hand, to silence its people, 
then it isa dangerous sign. 

History ‘has proven that 
the Vincentian people is not 
afraid to rise up against 
tvranny when it becomes 
clear that they cannot bear 


its burden any longer. If. 


the Cato government 
continues to &ct like an 
uncaring dictator, then the 
people. united and strong, 
will teach it the lesson 
which all dictators always 


‘learn too late. 


The Cuban-based Party 
Group of the United 
People’s Movement calls 
on all patriotic, 


progressive and 


demoeratic organisations 
and individuals throughout 

country to vehemently 
resist the attempts of the 
government trom 
gradually eroding 
democracy in St. Vineent 
and the 


Grenadines. The time for 
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unity is now. The call must 
he practical. Rise Up! 
Democracy is 
threatened 


Yours in the Struggle. 

Tydel K. John. 

Chairman 

UPM Party Group 
hased in Cuhy. ”’ 


Ed. Note. The Release 
published ahove was 
received by us in a let- 
terbearing a Grenada 
stamp. A covering letter 
received at the same time 
explains this fact as 
follows: ‘The fact that the 
letter bears a Grenadian 
Stamp is as a result of an 
agreement hetween 
Vincentian students 
studying in Cuba and the 
Grenadian Embassy here 
to initiate a quick delivery 
of our mail to St. Vincent. 
The letters are given « free 
passage in the hag ot 
diplomatic mail gome to 
Grenada from the Eni- 
bassy. Then the. are 
transhipped to St. Vin- 
cent.” 


COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT 


BRIEFS 


CALL FOR ELECTORAL COMMISSION--Kingstown, Wed (CANA)--Two Opposition parties in 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines have called for an electoral commission here. In 
a joint statement, Progressive Democratic Party (PDP), of Opposition Leader, 
Randolph Russel, and New Democratic Party (NDP) of former Premier, James Mitchell, 
made the call, in the light of the recently-introduced "People's Representation 
Bill." Bill for implementation of the Act was given its first reading last month. 
But the two Opposition parties which seem most perturbed over this Bill met today 
for the first time since their formation to discuss primarily the draft and its 
implications. [Text] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 17 Dec 81 p 5] 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


OPPOSITION LEADER PANDAY CALLS FOR POLITICAL REFORM 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 22 Dec 81 p ll 


[Text] 


PORT-OF-SPAIN Trinidad’ 
end. (CANA) — Trinidad’ 


o's ition 
has 

su = _, all splinter 
ica age 

k their “petty dil- 

iecanaes™ and le 


together {or political and 
electoral reforms. 

The tion Leader told. 
the San Fernando Jaycees in 
south Trinidad on Wednesday 
. in a ‘state of the nation’ 

that he believed the 


Minister 
would want to resist electoral 
reforms. 


Mr. Panday’s United 
Labour Front (ULF) won 
eight seats in the November 9, 
general elections, for the 36- 
member House of 

resentatives. 
e ULF went into the 
election as part of an alliance 
whose other members were 
the Democratic Action 
Congress (DAC) and the 
Tapia House Movement (TH- 


M). 

tie said ‘there ss obi 
pol to force the P isto 
ical reform and that is to 
ilise the population to call 
og ok reforms. No 
yee can resist forever 
e united will of the people. 
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coomy is bborn, but 
He ‘stressed that concerted 


efforts must be taken 


nhow....five ae from now. 


"Hens too 
He suggested (hat the report 
Commission 
pee oer reform (done 
ier fog Wong) 
a & 
discussion on the 
Mr. Panda Ao oon a 
search had to be made to find 
a political system which 
ted The 


uni E 
present estminister 


rliamenta _— was 
pian int the likes 

us.” 

“We need a political system 
which is relevant to — 
people, one which takes in 
consideration _ the hah 
“ nature of our socie 

The Opposition Leader Leader said 
ae should not —— for a 

hea process a 
election. jit is far better to 
have a system that eliminated 
altogether that kind of bit- 
terness among our people 
which we experienced a 
month ago. 
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wounds open 
up = 3 | in 1986, itself 
ul healing,” 


syst 
would force to retaliate. ‘‘Not 
necessarily with guns, but 
Sernaes with the more 7 
ppt Be gate on in 
one form or another. And that 
is exactly what is taking place 
in this y. 
“The trouble is that in 
that king of situation there are 
no victors and the vanquished 
= — generations yet to 


our, Panday said that to 
avoid such Calamity. the 
question of economic and 
political reform had to be 
piace, on the national 


top priority 

¢e77 reform, for 

without it, there can be no 

economic reform,”’ he 
stressed. 








COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


SHIFTS, APPOINTMENTS IN GOVERNMENT POSITIONS ANNOUNCED 
Permanent Secretary, Ministry Changes 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 28 Dec 81 p 1 


[Text] Mr. Leo Seebaran is now Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of National 
Security. 


His transfer was one of three Permanent Secretaries approved by Prime Minister 
George Chambers in exercise of the powers vested in him under sub-section (6) of 
Section 121 of the Constitution of Trinidad and Tobago. 


Mr. Seebaran, from the Ministry of Legal Affairs, replaces Mr. Teasley Taitt in 
the Ministry of National Security with effect from January 4, 1982. 


Mr. Taitt, who was appointed Chairman of the Hospitals Advisory Council, goes on 
pre-retirement leave from January 4, next year. 


Mr. Seebaran will be replaced by Miss D. Blackman, Administrative Officer V, 
Prime Minister's Office, who has been promoted to Permanent Secretary. 


Mr. J. A. Cooper of the Ministry of Housing and Resettlement, is transferred to 
the Ministry of Information with effect from January 1, 1982. 


The new Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Housing and Resettlement is 
Mr. Ainsley Tim Pow from the Ministry of Public Utilities and National Transpor- 
tation. 


Other appointments and promotions listed are Mr. C. A. P. St. Hill, Executive 
Director, National Advisory Council, to the position of Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry of Sports, Culture and Youth Affairs; 


Mr. V. Chin Cheong, Chief Executive Officer, Office of the Corporation Sole, 
Ministry of Finance, as Permanent Secretary, Ministry of State Enterprises; 


And the acting appointment of Mrs. R. Perreira, Secretary to the Ombudsman, as 
Permanent Secretary to the Prime Minister with effect from January 4, 1982, in 
place of Mr. I. C. Rampersad, Permanent Secretary to the Prime Minister, acting 
as Permanent Secretary to the Prime Minister and Head of the Civil Service. 
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Police Force Assignments 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 28 Dec 81 p 3 


[Text } 


ss OE ct Oa 
res . on Hatt ii siete ti 
ie uk ip bi eal eal pebbtt 


a up Hi 
cat 
Bit 


DUE 
binge ane 
aft an 


Seno 


THE HEAD of the Fraud 


‘ i RHUnIS 


Aime 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


EDITORIAL PRAISES TOM ADAMS FOR ANTICOMMUNISM STAND 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 21 Dec 81 p 8 


[Editorial: "International Santa? No Way!"] 


[Text ] 


WE THINK the entire West 
Indian community at home and 


abroad should support the stand 


that Prime Minister Tom Adams of 
Barbados had adopted against the 
Communist threat to this region. 

Let none of us delude ourselves 
that the Communist threat is a 
figment of American CIA over- 
imagination and a ruse to ensnare 
dwellers on a plantation economy 
into cold war pillboxes. 

The Communist means to take 
over the world, eventually, if not 
sooner. 

According to the different 
cultures capacities, and 
experiences that populations have, 
the Communists act. 

In some countries they subvert 
by taking advantage of economic 
ruin or favourable accident of 


combat, as in Poland, Hungary : 


Czechoslovakia and East Germany. 

In Afghanistan they boldly 
march in behind propaganda 
screens. 

In Cuba they steal a revolution 
and in Grenada they use supposed 
technical assistance, after an 
unsuccessful thrust into South 
America. 


~~“ BOAT PEOPLE 
We are well aware that there 
are despotic regimvs of other kinds 
in Central and Latin America and 


the opponents of such eogenee, 


of Mlotiliss of “boat people” fleeing 


the per capita income of Ba 
and the preceived ‘standard of 
living in the country are 
approximately twice those in Cuba, 
I can’t see how the lot of a 
canecutter would improve, if 
Barbados were a Communist 
country ... (Communism is) a very 
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‘bad way of or if 
pli, A on po ei 


y. 


. Mr. Adams is t: witness 
Poland and Russia. have a 
miserable time even feeding them- 


selves. Stalin’s own daughter 
hustled out of Russia to live in the 
U.S. Now Poles are fleeing their 
homeland for the U.S. 
But Cubans who 


assistance on both Jamaica and 
Grenada. 


We have stopped believing 


*s any such as a free 
unch — or an international Santa 
Claus. 

ENTHUSIASM 


In their circumstances we 
applaud with special enthusiasm 
the connection of Mr. Adams: he 
reminded his hearers that Grenada 
is the only Commonwealth country 
in which principles of democracy 
were rejected. He criticised the 
People’s Revolutionary Govern- 
ment there for not keeping the 
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to international Commenter 


thetoric_but--we cannot. - 
political relations with a Govern- 


ment whose ministers ignore 
standards of behavjour to, the 
heads of other Governments 


We urge Mr. Adams to make 
Greases ® pensions oe 3 
Communis a formal 
diacussion at next Caribbean 


Mhere must be relentless 
omens ee Grenada By ws 
democra Cc ernment ; 

] far its stubborn and 
dangerous liaison with the 
Communists. -’ ae 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


EDITORIAL BACKS GOVERNMENT IN REFUSAL TO MEET GRENADA AT SUMMIT 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 30 Dec 81 p 6 
[Editorial: "Summit Ultimatum for Bishop?"] 


[Text] The new Government of Trinidad and Tobago has evinced some interest in 
preliminary moves to stage a Caricom Heads of Government meeting early in the new 
year and, looking at the political and economic situation in the region at present, 
we cannot see such a summit being held in any other place than Port-of-Spain. 


This country is not only the strongest among the Caricom partners but also among 
the most stable and there could be no better way of recognising that useful fact 
than to hold the long-overdue conference in our capital city. 


But surely one of the major preliminary hurdles in the road to the coming Caricom 
Summit is the question of Grenada and status of its illegal revolutionary regime. 
Reports emanating from the top levels of our Government indicate that some firm 
policy on this matter has already been taken. 


It seems that the Government of Trinidad and Tcbago is not prepared to discuss 
Caricom affairs at Summit level with Grenada's People's Revolutionary Government 
in attendance unless and until that regime sets a firm date for general elections 
in the Spice Isle. 


Common Respect 


If this is the position of Mr Chambers's Government, then we say at once that it 
enjoys our fullest support. 


While this newspaper respects Government's view that it does not interfere in the 
internal politics of other countries, the conduct of the Government of Grenada 
should not be exempt from censure by any of its Caricom partners. 


We are all committed by this treaty to the principle and pursuit of regional co- 
operation and unity, but this can only be achieved on the basis of a common 
respect for the rule of law, the sanctity of human and constitutional rights and 
the ethical, moral and political values on which our societies have developed. 


Mr. Bishop's revolutionary government is clearly anathema to all this; the PRG 
subscribes to an alien and repugnant ideology, it shakes and threatens the very 
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foundations of the Caribbean integration movement and it certainly cannot be con- 
sidered a genuine partner in the continuing process of West Indian economic and 
social togetherness. 


Since Mr. Bishop seized power by coup in Grenada almost three years ago, several 
West Indian leaders have condemned the totalitarian nature and activity of his 
government and his contemptuous refusal to hold democratic elections. 


The proposed Caricom Summit should now bring matters to a climax, providing lead- 
ers of the region with the first opportunity to take some firm united action 
against the PRG. 


We trust that the stand which the Trinidad and Tobago Government is expected to 
take would recommend itself to other regional governments. 


Natural Refuge 


Indeed, we ought to go even further: we ought to say quite plainly that only 
representatives of Governments who have come to power by constitutional elections 
will be welcome at any Caricom meetings of any kind now and in the future. 


Mr. Bishop may mislead some people of Grenada; he does not fool us and we do not 
think that he can fool the Government and people of Trinidad and Tobago. 


This country is the first natural refuge of Grenadians if push comes to shove in 
that country. We should set the conditions under which we extend any courtesies 
or forms of recognition to the existing Government of Grenada. 


That Government has set a precedent with grave consequences in the Caribbean: 
since the so-called coup, there has been at least one recorded attempt at a simi- 
lar adventure in St. Vincent, there have been several attempts in Dominica, and 
the people of Saint Lucia have been treated to some suspicious activities. 


The Bishop coup, in fact, appears to have opened a Pandora's Box of problems for 
the West Indies, exposing the vulnerability of our little emerging island nations 
and sparking off a period of instability that may well become a permanent part 

of our existence. 


We must unite against this menace. 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


FOREIGN MINISTER PROMISES MORE ACTIVE ROLE IN CARICOM 


Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 27 Dec 81 p 3 


[Text ] 


PORT-OF-SPAIN Trinidad 
‘Thursday (CANA) — Trinidad 
and Toba 0 ‘ee new Rage 


thcoeh Fpl republic Ay ‘0 
policaly"and and economically 
Caribbea i 


Dr. Ince, who took over the 
External Affairs tfolio 
after last month's General 
Elections the 
People's National Movement 
(PNM) be povier care. said he 
was looking forward to the 
convening of a much- needed 
meeting of CARICOM Heads 


of some regions! states on the 
poset y of holding a 


e-y ee e ee 


pg ode 1 hus Mi had yet bere 
s Ministry by the 


aclee “ ee rrimne *Minister 
Eugenia Charles ofS 


suggested a 
ve was ‘being planned tor 
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and speak 
rectify what is wrong, and to 
smooth out problems,” he 
stated. 


The © external "Affairs 
Minister said that the new 
PNM administration here 
advocated ‘ca more active 
role” in. the affairs of the 


region, ‘Politically ane 


er. pee wresese An; 
a categorica Sa 
mn Renal, 


go 
serene in its ee rial 
Cores with Venezuela and 
his statement with 
poner suppor for Belize in a 
sentes g a taal ag neigh- 


pul ay he did not 
want “to foretell what the 
Secretary-General may want 
to put on the ‘ae 2 
Ince suggeste that the 
Guyana-Venezuela dispute 
was a Pay te po A hea 
issue” to find m3 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


RIGHTS LEADER MAHARAJ CHALLENGES GRENADA'S BISHOP 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 30 Dec 81 pl 


[Text] 


PRESIDENT ‘of ‘the ‘Trinidad’ and Tobago 


Bureau on Human > i 


Maharaj, has publi 


, Mr. Ramesh Lawrence 
and: openly challenged 


Grenada'’s Prime Minister Maurice Bishop and 
his People’s Revolutionary Government to take 
extradition proceedings against him in Trinidad 
with respect .to any charge or charges in, that 


country. :, ee ee 
Mr. Maharaj’s call was 
made in a Jetter sent to Mr. . 
Bishop yesterday and. 
copi to Trinidad and 
Tobdago'’s Prime Minister. 
George Chambers, Mr. 
anday,‘Leader of 


Ba 

the sition and Mr. 
eR Robin Leader of. 
the Tobago House of 
Assembi 7 


Ys- a9 

Mr. Maharaj said: ‘Take 
proceedings now to extra- 
dite me use I would 
demonstrate to you in 
court that you (Mr. Bishop) 
and your Government are 
jokers. 

‘*Your revolutionar 
government alleged that 
am wanted in Grenada on a 
merge of conspiracy to. 
m r. This allegation was 
made by your government 
as a retaliation of the 
Human Rights Bureau who 
accused you of mass torture 
and breach of fundamental 
rights in Grenada. ' 

*You failed to state the 
name or names of persons I 
am supposed to conspire to, 
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a 
; 
3s 


know that I have not 
visited Grenada for 14 
And I would 


‘ 


that ‘if your government. 


had a criminal charge 
against 


a , : 
government should dove 


taken steps to have that 
person extradited to your 
country so that person can 
face the necessary charges. 

“In taking such steps, 


our government woul 
dence ! 


ve to adduce e 
that there 


that he should receive ater’ 


trial in your country. 


“You would agree that 
your government cannot 


satisfy any of these require- 
ments, 8 your "ales : 
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tions were a complete fabri-: 


tions on a level 
i - instead B gy ng 
tional level. ~ ; 


UTTER CONTEMPT 


“You have demonstrated 

by your allegations that. 

yos completely disrespect. 

he sovereignty of the 

State of Trinidad and 

Tobago and you are 
fl the 


and internation- 
al la 


ws. ° *. 
‘*You have in effect 
resorted to g threats 
against a national of a 

bbean country implying 
to kidnapping or terrorism. 
You have utter con- 
tempt to the United 
Nations under which the 


laws of the region were: 


formed."’ 

Mr. Maharaj told the 
Grenada Prime Minister 
that has demonstrated 
to Trinidad and Tobago and 
the world that he was not 
serious about the allega- 
tions but instead, was re- 


-sorting to fabrications.  __ 





COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


DEFENSE FORCE PLANS REPORTED; CAMP SLATED FOR TOBAGO 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 17 Dec 81 p 1 
[Article by Evans K. Greene] 


[Text] Trinidad and Tobago Regiment is to establish a permanent camp in Tobago. 
Government will acquire a site at Signal Hill in the sister isle for establishment 
of the camp. 


One company of soldiers is now temporarily housed in government buildings at 
Signal Hill. 


The camp will accommodate members of the Regiment stationed in Tobago. 


Details were outlined by Mr. Teasley Taitt, Permanent Secretary in the Ministry 
of National Security, at the passing out parade of 199 recruits of the Trinidad 
and Tobago Defence Force at Army Headquarters, Teteron Barracks, on Tuesday. 


Four of the new soldiers are women. 


He also spoke of the establishment of permanent camp sites at Claxton Bay for 
Point Lisas in Central Trinidad, and Point Galeota in South East Trinidad as 


among projects in progress. 


It is also planned to construct a dormitory at Teteron Barracks to provide 
accommodation for “other ranks" (from sergeant majors to privates). 


Of the 199 who passed out, 178 are soldiers. 


The Permanent Secretary represented National Security Minister, Mr. John Donaldson, 
who was unavoidably absent. Mr. Taitt tcld the gathering that final designs for 
the dormitory had been approved, and construction of the buildings which will cost 
approximately $6.5 million is expected to start by March next year. 


Government will be leasing 22 acres of land at Claxton Bay for the Point Lisas 
Camp, while the preparation of design drawings for the camp at Point Galeota is 
underway and plans for the Band Room and Corporals Club at Teteron were recently 
approved. 
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Mr, Taitt explained that the demands for security services and services to the 
community have created the need for the establishment of camps in various parts 
of Trinidad and Tobago. 


He said that in view of the increasing requirements for security patrols by the 
Defence Force, Cabinet agreed on September 19 last on the purchase of four 
inshore patrol vessels in 1981/82. 


A contract, he said, had been awarded by the Director of Contracts to W.A. Souter 
and Sons (Cowes Limited of Isle of Wight, United Kingdom) for the supply and 
delivery of four patrol vessels at a total cost of $7,489,944.20 by 1982. 


Piraco Hangar 


Mr. Taitt said the increase in the complement of vessels for the Defence Force 
has necessitated improvement in the marine facilities at Stauble's Bay. 


These include, he said, docking and repair facilities, extension of piers and 
construction of a breakwater. 


Consultants have been engaged and are in the process of completing final designs 
and construction is expected to start in 1982. 


Speaking about the Defence Force Air Wing, the Permanent Secretary said that 
attention was being paid to upgrading of the facilities in the Force by repairing 
and updating of the existing aircraft, acquisition of new aircraft and construc- 
tion of a new hangar at Piarco which is expected to be completed early in the new 
year. 


Mr. Taitt said Trinidad and Tobago Defence Force could be justly proud of its 
developments and performance to date. 


"It is an indication of the extent of development achieved by the Force that this 
country had been able within recent months to respond to requests from the Govern- 
ments of Barbados and Antigua for assistance in training their Defence Force. 

"The objection of both these short-term exercises were successfully achieved and 


requests for further assistance to these countries are being actively considered," 
Mr. Taitt said. 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


CHAMBERS SUBMITS RECORD $814 BILLION BUDGET 
FL190255 Bridgetown CANA in English 2355 GMT 18 Jan 82 


[Text] Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, 18 Jan (CANA)--Trinidad and Tobago Prime 

Minister George Chambers today presented a record 8.4 billion dollar (one TT dollar; 
41 cents US) national budget for 1982, warning at the same time that without 

stepped up productivity this oil-rich country's development thrust will fail. 


"The fete is over and the country must go back to work," Chambers declared in 
his 83-minute presentation to parliament here, 


Chambers, who is also minister of finance, said government revenue for the fiscal 
year was estimated at 7.9 billion dollars and would leave a shortfall of 
563 million dollars. 


Recurrent expenditure for 1982 totals 5.5 billion dollars with the government 's 
short and long term capital programme accounting for the remaining 2.9 billion 
dollars. 3 


The budget saw government increase a range of personal tax allowances and social 
security type payments and raise prices on the full range of petroleum products-- 
kerosene, cooking gas, gasoline and diesel. 


Mr Chambers said Trinidad and Tobago’s most fundamental economic problem was low 
productivity which if "not addressed with the greatest urgency, can render useless 
and futile all our development efforts." 


In this direction the prime minister said that 1982 will see him presiding over 
a national consultation of productivity, which will bring together labour, 
economic organisations, professional associations and citizen groups. 


The idea, he said, will be to "exhaustively examine factors affecting productivity 
in the country." 


The prime minister said the production costs were spiralled, wage demands bore no 


relation to reality, management had become too complacent and there was too much 
acrimony and mistrust pervading Trinidad and Tobago's industrial relations climate. 
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All of these problems, he said, would be addressed during the national consulta- 
tion on productivity. 


Mr Chambers announced an increase in old age pensions--from 100 dollars to 
125 dollars per month. 


He also raised a series of personal income tax allowances: the housekeeper ~ 
allowance moves from 400 dollars to 600 dollars per annum and the spouse 
(husband/wife) allowance from 1,300 to 1,800 dollars. 


An unemployment levy on personal income was retained, but the level above which 
it will apply has been pushed up from 20,000 dollars to 35,000 dollars. 


Mr Chambers upped the government's book and uniform grants from 40 dollars to 
150 dollars for primary school children and from 60 dollars to 250 dollars for 
secondary students, 


He said a review was underway to determine the feasibility of establishing an 
unemployment insurance scheme, 


Prime Minister Chambers presenting his first budget since taking over on the 
death of Dr Eric Williams last March 29 said government was removing a 6,000 
dollar import tax on motor vehicles and all export taxes. 


Cooking gas prices have gone up and gasoline moves from one dollar to 1.25 dollars 
for premium and from 85 cents to 1.05 dollars for regular. 


Domestic kerosene goes from 40 cents to 50 cents a gallon and marine diesel from 
85 cents to 1.05 dollars a gallon. 


Mr Chambers said the task facing Trinidad and Tobago in the current decade 
required "commitment of a high order by both government and people and demands 
fusion of the social and economic measures with the individual efforts of the 
entire body politic." 


"There must be a total awareness at all levels of the society of the need to 
perform and to raise output, to work, discipline, investment, innovation and 
a resolve to eliminate waste of every kind," Mr Chambers declared. 
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